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MEMORIES OF THE VENERABLE MASTER
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THE PARROT, THE EYE, AND RICE
--MEMORIES OF HOwW THE VENERABLE MASTER TAUGHT ME
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A TALK GIVEN BY BHIKSHUNI HENG NAI SHR ON THE EVENING OF THURSDAY, JULY 5, 2001
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Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master, Dharma Masters and
good advisors:

It was the 6™ anniversary of the Venerable Master’s nirvana a
few days ago. Thinking back to the time when I was in Gold Wheel
Monastery, one day a Japanese girl brought a parrot to the Monastery
and asked the Master to let the parrot take refuge with the Triple
Jewel. Before that incident, I did not know that animals could take
refuge with the Triple Jewel. I thought only human beings could. So
I was wondering what causes and conditions had allowed this parrot
to take refuge under the Venerable Master.

Surprisingly, after the Master gave the refuges to the parrot, he
said, “Someone is wondering what causes and conditions allowed
this parrot to take refuge with me. Now I'll tell you. In its past life,
this parrot was both a geomancer and a fortuneteller. Since he liked
to tell lies and use pretty words, as you can see, he fell into the animal
path and became a parrot with very beautiful feathers.” At that time,
I was diligently studying geomancy (fengshuz) and fortunetelling, I was
also planning to open a business after completing my studies and say
pretty words to earn money. But after the Master told the story of
the parrot, I dared not study these subjects anymore.

Recently, there was a transmission of the Forty-two Hands and
Eyes in the Buddha Hall and the tape of Master’s explanation given
in 1979 was played. Back in 1979, I was at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB). I remember I was sleeping. My mother came to
my bedroom and told me, “The Master is transmitting the Forty-
two Hands and Eyes!” I said I didn’t understand what the Forty-two
Hands and Eyes were and went back to sleep. My mother went to the
kitchen to help, so neither of us went to the Forty-two Hands and
Eyes transmission. In 1983, I heard from a layperson say, “When the
Master went to Malaysia to teach the Dharma, I shook hands with
the Master, and there was an eye in his hand!” After hearing that I
thought, “Great! When I go back to Gold Wheel Monastery, I'll find

a chance to shake hands with the Master i ere are eyes in
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his palm.” When the Master came to Gold Wheel Monastery, I hur-
ried over and brought tea to him. As soon as I entered the room, the
Master said to me with a stern expression, “Leave the tea on the table.
Go away! What idle thoughts are you having?” The Master knew of
my intention and got rid of that impure thought.

In 1990, the Master taught us the Shramanerika Precepts and
also transmitted the Forty-two Hands and Eyes to us. My wish was
fulfilled.

In 1985, I moved to CTTB and taught at the school. I frequently
became sick because I was so upset about students not listening to
me. The Master told me, “You don’t have any serious illness, just a lot
of minor ailments. You have to cultivate, and then you will gradually
get well.” Since my illnesses made it impossible for me to handle the
teaching job, I was reassigned to manage the kitchen storeroom. The
rice at that time came in 25-pound bags. Then there were 50-pound
bags and later there were even some 100-pound bags. There were a
lot of people around, waiting for me to instruct them. I, however,
was waiting for them to help automatically. So everyone stood there
and didn’t move.

Later the Master appeared. He got out of his little golfcart and
asked, “Gwo Neng, do you need help?” Then everyone rushed over
to help move the rice bags into the storeroom. Master turned around
and said to me in English, “Your being so stubborn is stupid!” 1
used to think the Master didn’t know English. At that time when he
scolded me in English, I finally realized that Master knew English.
No wonder when people were translating for him, he scolded them
if they translated too slowly.

I really admire my Dharma sister, Heng Chih Shi. I saw her trans-
lating for the Master at Gold Wheel Monastery. If she translated
just a little bit more slowly, the Master would tell her to hurry up.
She had great patience. I wouldn’t be able to bear that. The Master
didn’t teach me the way he taught Heng Chih Shi, because he knew
that every disciple has different roots. He taught every one of us in
different ways.

If the school or Way-place needs a hand, I will try my best to help,
because the Master said, “This Way-place belongs to all of us, so don’t

just stand by and watch when there is work to be done.”
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