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But if he considers himself a sage, then a demon of desire will
enter his mind. He will become an outspoken advocate of lust,
calling it the Way to Bodhi. He will teach his lay followers to indis-
criminately engage in acts of lust, calling those who commit acts
of lust his Dharma heirs. The power of spirits and ghosts in the
Ending Age will enable him to attract a following of ordinary,
naive people numbering one hundred, two hundred, five or six
hundred, or as many as one thousand or ten thousand. When the
demon becomes bored, it will leave the person’s body. Once the
person’s charisma is gone, he will run afoul of the law. He will
mislead living beings, so that they fall into the Relentless Hells.
Lacking proper samadhi, he will certainly fall.

Commentary:
But if he considers himself a sage, if he views this as the realization
of sagehood, then because his views are mistaken, a demon of lust
and desire will enter his mind and possess him. He will become
an outspoken advocate of lust, calling it the Way to Bodhi. He
will talk of nothing but lust. It is like a certain religion in America
that promotes polygamy. They say, “The more wives you have, the
better.” They are just like this demon, who promotes lust and appeals
to people’s desires by saying, “It’s all right to have more wives; it
doesn’t matter. That’s the way of Bodhi, so the more wives you have
the better!”

He will teach his lay followers to indiscriminately engage in
acts of lust. He says, “Don’t discriminate between one another. Let’s

1’

all get together and have an orgy!” Not caring whether it is their own
wife or someone else’s, they just do as they please. In America, there’s
a wife-swapping fad where everybody exchanges wives. This is similar
to the kind of activity that this type of demon engages in, calling
those who commit acts of lust his Dharma heirs. These people
who engage in lustful conduct with him will be his “Dharma heirs”

who carry on his Dharma; they will receive his Dharma transmission.
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The power of demonic ghosts, deviant spirits and deviant ghosts in
the time of the Dharma-Ending Age, will enable him to attract and
confuse a following of ordinary, naive, ignorant people, numbering
one hundred, two hundred, five or six hundred, or as many as
one thousand or ten thousand. Eventually, when the demon king
becomes bored, what happens? It will leave the person’s body.
What do you suppose happens when it leaves his body? He will no
longer have spiritual powers.

Once the person’s charisma is gone, he will run afoul of the
law. His charisma came from his spiritual powers. The demon king had
spiritual powers, but now the demon king has left, so he no longer has
spiritual powers. What do you suppose happens? He will violate the
laws of the country. Before, when he had spiritual powers, the demon
could help him escape the authorities. But when the demon leaves, and
this ordinary person carries on as before, he will immediately break
the law. People will find out that he is a crooked teacher who has been
duping his followers and deluding them with strange incantations.
Since he has broken the law, he will be arrested and executed. He will
mislead living beings, so that they will not find the proper path
and will fall into the Relentless Hells. Lacking proper samadhi,
he will certainly fall in the Avichi Hell as well.

Sutra:

Ananda, all ten of these states may occur in dhyana as one’s
mental effort interacts with the feeling skandha. Dull and
confused living beings do not evaluate themselves. Encountering
such situations, in their confusion they fail to recognize them
and say that they have become sages, thereby uttering a great
lie. They will fall into the Relentless Hells.

Commentary:

Ananda, all ten of these states may occur in dhyana as one’s
mental effort interacts with the feeling skandha. Anandal States
like these which manifest in dhyana, “the stilling of thought,” are all
within the feeling skandha, interacting with one’s mental effort. These
events are a result of the various interactions that happen as one works
hard at his cultivation.

Dull and confused living beings do not evaluate themselves.
They do not reflect within and take stock of themselves. Encountering
such situations, in their confusion they fail to recognize them.
They do not recognize who they are, and they say that they have
already become sages. They say that they have attained what they
have not attained and have been certified to what they have not been
certified to. They claim they have already attained the Way and become
certified as sages when they have not, thereby uttering a great lie.
They will certainly fall into the Relentless Hells.

s> To be continued





