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Sutra:

His wish is to realize the Buddha Way
And lead living beings to do the same.
This, then, is the greatest benefit:

The offering of peace and comfort.

Commentary:

His wish is to realize the Buddha Way / And lead living
beings to do the same. He wants to become a Buddha and to
lead all living beings to become Buddhas. He certainly doesn’t
want living beings to be as greedy and hot-tempered who doesn’t
eat food given in contempt. If you try to give food to a beggar
without any courtesy, saying, “Here, take this and eatit!” and the
beggar has any self-respect, he will leave without eating your food.
That’s called “not eating food given in contempt.” I’'m a monk
who doesn’t accept offerings made in contempt. If someone
offers me money only because he wants to look good himself, I
won’t take his money. Whether he offers the money or not, it’s
all the same to me. “Then 1 won’t give any money,” someone
says. If you don’t offer money, that’s even better. Don’t force
yourself. If you made an offering reluctantly, I wouldn’t take it
cither. When I was in Hong Kong, for example, Mr. Zhang sent
a worker to give me two hundred dollars. I took the money and
threw it out the door; I didn’t want it. Then the worker picked it
up and left. That’s the kind of disposition I have, so I want you
all to understand me. If you cannot bear to give the money and
you still give it, that’s considered a big offering. If you have one
dollar that you cannot bear to give, and now you give it up, that’s
called a big offering. Do you all understand?

Sutra:
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After my Nirvana, If there is a Bhikshu
Who is able to expound
Upon the Dharma Flower Sutra...

Commentary:
After my Nirvana...When the Buddha is dwelling in the world,
that is called the Proper Dharma Age; after the Buddha’s ex-
tinction, that is called the Dharma Image Age, and then the
Dharma-ending Age.

Today, when the layman from Hong Kong said the words,
“After the Buddha entered Nirvana,”
threw you off. Although this phrase sounds similar in Cantonese

his Cantonese dialect

and Mandarin, you all couldn’t figure out what he was saying,
Then the layman began to think that you didn’t know anything
about the Buddhadharma, that you didn’t understand what the
“real truth,” the “worldly truth,” and the “middle truth” were.
He became disdainful thinking that you had left the home-life
and been studying for so long, but didn’t even understand such
simple terms.

I came to your defense. I said, “It’s not that they don’t un-
derstand; they actually have a very deep understanding of these
principles. They thoroughly understand the principles of the
Shurangama Sutra, how much the more would they understand the
treatise you’re explaining; A treatise is very easy to understand; it
is a discourse, and even those who had never studied Buddhism
would understand. First of all, they were being polite on your
behalf. If they had said they understood, you would have had
no reason to explain it to them. Secondly, they don’t know Can-
tonese. Thirdly, even if they understood, they would have said
they didn’t, because otherwise you might not have gone on to
explain it to them.” Once I said that he sat up and took notice. I
said, “Don’t look down on them. They are all extremely smart, a
hundred times smarter than I am. Why are they so sincere in their
studies? Because their teacher is so stupid, and they figure they can
learn some stupidity from him.” When he heard that, he wasn’t
feeling so supetior anymore. So after this, don’t be polite. If he
makes a mistake, jump right in and challenge him; trot out your
own, unique interpretations and argue it out—test his wisdom.
I know this layperson has no samadhi power; he’s a straw in the
wind. He talks a good game, but has no real cultivation. If you
scold him, he cries because he has no samadhi power. If you
have samadhi power you don’t cry when someone says a harsh
word to you; and the more you get scolded, the less it matters.
#>To be continued





