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IGDYV Students Awarded in the Academic Culture Contest
Sponsored by Association of Northern California Chinese Schools
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On Sunday, April 6, students of Developing Virtue and Instilling
Goodness Schools participated and won awards in the Academic
Culture Contest sponsored by the Association of Northern Cali-
fornia Chinese Schools. Michael Hsieh won the third place in the
extemporaneous speech contest; Penny Chen won first place in
Writing Group A; Tiffany Lee won the third place in Writing
Group B; and Hai Ching Chang won the second place in Reading
Comprehension Group A.

When we arrived at the contest location, a parent who was
accompanying her son at the contest chatted with us. She asked,
“Are these your school’s most outstanding students?”” Hearing this,
we smiled and said, “We don’t have that many students to choose
from. Besides, we encourage students to participate in the contest
to increase their knowledge and experience on the one hand, and
to relax their minds on the other. Therefore they can choose to pat-
ticipate in whatever contest they are interested in.”” Surprised, she
pointed to her son and said, “There are over a thousand students
in his school, only the best ones get to participate.” We thought,
“These students are already awarded by being chosen to represent
their schools. This is quite commendable!” However, look at our
students who talk and laugh outside of the auditorium. Each year
our group is the most special one. This lady couldn’t help but re-
mark, “Your students are really different!” “We always encourage
students to remain calm and not treat this as anything out of the
ordinary,” we reply together. “Their aim is to participate, not to
win. So they are happy and relaxed.”

After the contest, the organizers expressed their appreciation for
our coming such a long way as well as for our efforts to propagate
Chinese culture overseas. Actually, we discovered a common hope
that everyone shared—to plant the seeds of Chinese culture so

that they can bear fruit in the next generation.
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