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Roots & Shoots at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas:
Going Abroad Outside, Going Abroad Inside
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The word Savika means a
woman who listens to the
teachings and practices until
she leaves suffering and ful-
fills a peaceful and useful life.
Savika volunteers, from Satira
Dhammasathan Peace Center
in Thailand, traveled to the
USA with Mae Chee Sansanee
Sathirasuta on the project 30
days Around the World” with
two purposes: Going abroad

— |

T to observe outside and going

abroad to observe inside. Go-
ing abroad to observe outside,
we attended the “Global
. Peace Initiative of Women”,
a meeting of religious and
~ spiritual leaders in Geneva,
and traveled further to visit
Dhamma centers around the
world. Going abroad to ob-
serve inside, we used this trip as a way to practice inner peace,
and purify our minds while traveling.

One of the goals of the Geneva conference was to create
and empower young religious and spiritual leaders. Mae Chee
Sansanee works with Dr. Jane Goodall teaching Dhamma
education; the education of (one’s) nature is the root of young
spiritual leaders. Dr. Jane Goodall established the Roots & Shoots
program in 60 countries around the world and she has been
very impressed with Mae Chee Sansanee’s children’s project. Dr.
Goodall will soon be in Bangkok to study and work with Mae
Chee and continue Roots & Shoots in Thailand.
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From Geneva, Switzetland, the Savika team traveled further

to England and the USA to visit many Dhamma centers. We
traveled in three countries to three temples of the Luang Por
Cha lineage, which is a great root of Buddhism in Thailand: Wat
Dhammapala in Switzerland, Wat Amaravati in England and Wat
Abhayagiri in USA. At the Abayagiri monastery, we experienced
many Buddhist teachings for both “going abroad outside and
inside” through the kindness of Ajahn Pasanno Bhikhhu and
Ajahn Amaro Bhikkhu. One of those experiences led the Savika
team to visit the temple of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
in California.

From Fearless Mountain to Enlightenment Mountain
Our first sight, when we came to this temple, was a green hill
behind it, like a safety wall. This was Wonderful Enlightenment
Mountain. The next thing we saw were the smiling faces of Bhiks-
hunis; leaders of the female Sangha. They gave us a temple tour
and took us especially to many exclusive spots. Ajahn Pasanno,
the honored translator, said to us: “It is a great pleasure for me
to be here with you.”

We saw a videotape showing the 20th anniversary of the
temple. We saw photos of Ven. Master Hsuan Hua working
hatd to establish Buddhism in the western world, and this in-
cluded photos of him with Venerable Sumedho Bhikkhu when
they worked together. We also heard the story of how Abhayagiri
Monastery was established with the support of the Venerable
Master Hua.

Impressed with the ten thousand Buddha images which cov-
ered the walls, we moved slowly into the temple to chant, and
we were thankful to be Buddhists. We were even more happy
when we were told that all these Buddha images were created
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by Master Hsuan Hua. The chanting was so meaningful to our
team, and we chanted and walked from place to place around the
temple. The Savika team recorded TV footage of young students
in different nationalities praying with the same heart. Lunch at
the Dhamma center was quite the same; so simple and peaceful.
Dhamma readings before and after meals teach us to respect and
be thankful to nature. This meal was not only for the body, but
also for the mind and soul. After lunch we paid homage to the
Lord Buddha’s relics and the relics of the Venerable Master, and
later visited the rare book library. Thete are more Bhikshunis
than monks in this temple. We experienced the Sangha working
hard as educators, using media, books, and tapes. The highlight
of the trip was visiting the ordination hall for the Sangha, where
they confirm the right thought for devoting their lives to the

Dhamma and realizing real freedom.

Roots & Shoots: Wisdom of the World

To use Dhamma education to establish new spiritual leaders
is to support the Savikas’ work with the United Nations youth
project. Many different schools have the same idea; the idea of
practicing in daily life. We were impressed with the classrooms
for the young students. Having rooms and spaces for practice
supports children who are gaining in the wisdom of life. “Prac-
ticing is important to my life...more peaceful.” A young student
from an Asian country led the literature class with the support
of her volunteer instructor, who is expert in art performance
and the art of life. They enjoyed planting their wisdom seeds in
each other’s hearts. Dhamma teachings on the blackboard and
through the children’s essays revealed perfectly the meaning of
the Lord Buddha’s teaching: “When I am standing in front of
an impolite one, he is showing me myself to warn me not to do
the same to anybody in front of me.”

Last but not least, on the empty field of Wonderful Enlight-
enment Mountain, the Savika team gave congratulations for the
temple’s new University Project for Peace in the world. And Mae
Chee Sansanee agreed with the Bhikshunis that we will work to-
gether. We will exchange our wisdom seeds...our volunteers. They
will meet our children, and we will learn and practice together to

be the next generation of world spiritual leaders.

From roots to shoots...

From the Ten Thousand Buddhas Temple

To Dhamma education for the wisdom of the world.
Long way to go...

But we start here and now with our heart.

(The End)
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