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A Short Report on The 2003 Northern California
Chan - Zen - Catholic Dialogue at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Zen-Catholic Dialogue. The topic was “Walking the Bodhisattva

e fi] ~ AP 1%' 1 Buddhist Monastery and the Institute for World Religions together

with the Roman Catholic Incarnation Monastery of the Camaldo-
lese order of monks, also located in Berkeley. It was a very vibrant
and exciting event. It is no exaggeration to say that all thirty pat-
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Hua the participants were: D.M. Heng Sure,
D.M. Heng Ch’ih, D.M. Heng Liang, Professor
Verhoeven, Dr. Epstein, and Dr. Akpinar.

From the Suzuki Roshi Lineage there were
five participants: Rev. Taigen Dan Leighton,
Rev. Shosan Victoria Austin, Rev. Paul Haller,
Norman Fischer and Alan Senuake.

From Maezumi Roshi Lineage: Roshi Jan
Chozen Bays. From Uchiyama Roshi Lineage:
Rev. Shohaku Okumura. From the Aitken Roshi
lineage: Sensei Daniel Terragano, and from
the Korean lineage: Bhikshuni Yeo Kwang
Sunim.

The Catholic participants were headed by
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the Bishop of San Francisco, the Most Rever-
end John Wester, Father Robert Hale, OSB Camaldoli; Father Joseph
Wong, OSB Camaldoli; Father Thomas Hand, SJ.

The following members of the clergy were also present: the Rev-
erend Thomas W. Devereaux, the Reverend Dr. James Fredricks, the
Reverend Rafael Luevano, Deacon Thomas McGowan, the Reverend
Gerry O’Rourke, the Reverend Dr. Francis V. Tiso.

Representing the Catholic laity were: Debbie Mellin, Lorraine
Moriarty, and last but in no way least, the organizing spirit of the
dialogue: Dr. John Borelli from Washington D.C.

The Dialogue was limited to the participants in order to cover as
much ground and get to know each other in a more intimate circle.
Each participant was invited to bring along a favorite text from their
tradition, read it and discuss it with the rest, thus inviting comments
from the whole group. That proved to be a very productive way of
warming up to each other, appreciating and understanding both the
similarities and the differences among the traditions represented at

this dialogue.

The Dialogue opened on Thursday afternoon. The participants
were met in the Guest Building, welcomed and briefed by the staff.
Then, after a hearty dinner at Jyun Kang Restaurant the Dialogue
was officially opened with a Welcome Address by our Abbot Dharma
Master Heng Lyu and Bishop John Wester. It was a jolly and cordial
occasion with a lot of good cheer. Heng Lyu Shr kindly distributed
gift packages to the participants, among which were the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas key chains with the Six Principles. These quite
spontaneously became the main motif of the weekend, referred to
as “Key Chain Wisdom” and most of the participants decided to
use the principles and the explanations as offered by the Abbot and
Heng Sure Shr in order to enhance their traditions, since all traditions
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represented at the Dialogue
believed and upheld the
same principles, but not all
were able to explain them in
such a clear as well as terse
mannet.

The participants intro-
duced themselves, the mon-
astery staff gave an orien-
tation, and the facilitators
gave an introduction to the
dialogue, explaining how it
would all work.

Each participant was
given a fifteen minute time
slot in order to deliver a
presentation, based on a
favorite text, after which a question and answer session followed.
This pattern was interspersed with meditation, chanting, walks, and
Catholic liturgy.

The Catholic Mass was served both on Saturday and Sunday af-
ternoon, a very touching event, reminding us of the days when the
Venerable Master Hua invited Father John Rogers to serve Mass in
the Buddha Hall, whenever he brought his students from Humboldt
State.

This time Heng Lyu Shr invited the Bishop and all the priests to
serve Mass in a somewhat transformed Daoyuan Hall. Heng Lyu Shr
himself supervised layman Matt Hodson as he built a huge cross that
was hung from the ceiling on one end of the hall, as the statue of the
Buddha was wheeled to the other side, in order to make room for the
altar. Thus Buddha and Confucius were there, near the entrance, smil-
ing and welcoming the Christians. That same evening, after another
wonderful dinner, an event open to the whole City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas took place. It too happened in the Daoyuan Hall. The topic
for the evening was “Buddhist Catholic Relationship: A Recent His-
tory”. The four speakers were: the Most Reverend Bishop John Wester,
Dharma Master Heng Sure, Dr. John Borelli, Father Joseph Wang and
Snjezana Akpinar. The talks will be published in the coming issues of
Vajra Bodhi Sea. The topic that ran through the evening presentation
was the interconnectedness and friendship between Christianity and
Buddhism. Bishop Wester gave us a detailed story of the more recent
history and friendship between the Vatican and Buddhism. Dharma
Master Heng Sure entertained us with the story of the Venerable
Master’s encounter with the Cardinal Yu Bin. Snjezana Akpinar
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delved back into ancient history trying to trace ancient connections
between Christianity and Buddhism. Father Joseph Wong explained
how the Catholic monastic traditions had similar, if not identical,
contemplative practices with Buddhism, but these were forgotten
over time and now in the more recent past, Catholic contemplatives
are reaching over to Buddhist monastics in order to fill this void. Dr.
John Borelli, whose task is to develop and teach interreligious rela-
tions at the Catholic University in Washington D.C., gave us a vivid
description of his work and his field of studies.

On Saturday we all continued with the sessions, meditations,
walks, panels, questions and answers, as well as the good food. The
heavens were also smiling at this event, and in spite of meteorogical
prognostications the weather remained sunny and cheerful. Saturday
evening ended with an interfaith musical interlude.

Some suggestions were made for next year’s dialogue.

On Sunday the last six participants gave their presentations. By
then we were all good friends and our respective guards were down.
We dared probe some difficult questions, but we also made great
strides in understanding each other and shedding a new light on
common topics. It was unanimously agreed that next year the topic
of the conference will be “Transforming the Heart and Mind: Zen,
and Catholic Approaches”.

There is much more to say. We all came back from the Dialogue
with copious notes as well as passages that resonate across our tradi-
tions, but to explain all that one needs more time to sit and process
the whole event. Time is too short, and this article is getting to be
too long, Amitabhal
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