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Director General of Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
Visits City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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the International Institute for Philosophy and Ethics. The site is located
at the base of Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain on the east side of
CTTB. The construction plan of IIPE includes a Buddha Hall, library,
classrooms, kitchen, dining hall, dorms, and so on. The purpose of 1IPE
is to enhance the research and understanding of major religions in the
wortld, and to facilitate the dialogue and coorperation among religions.
IIPE is currently recruiting professionals of various backgrounds for
this construction project, whose architectural design phase is to be
completed in the next two years.

The IIPE project was finally approved by the Mendocino County
Board of Supervisors at the end of 2002 after many public hearings.
Thus one of the wishes of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the founder
of CTTB, can now be fulfilled. Seeing the worldwide unrest caused by
religious conflicts, Director General Lee spoke favorably of 1IPE proj-
ect just as the war on Iraq began. He remarked that the City’s beautiful
scenery and abundant open space provide good conditions for the
development of 1IPE.

A three-day Buddhist Catholic Dialogue seminar was held the same
week as Director General Lee’s visit. The Bishop of the San Francisco
Archdiocese, Rev. John Wester, led a group of 15 Catholic leaders to
spend a weekend at CTTB. They exchanged views with Buddhist rep-
resentatives including Dharma Masters Heng Sure and Heng Lyu on
how to promote world peace through the cooperation among religions.
Bishop Wester also held Mass and delivered a public talk at CTTB. Di-
rector General Lee pointed out that inter-religious events such as this
should be held frequently, and he fully endorsed it.

Director General Lee also toured Instilling Goodness Elementary
School and Developing Virtue Secondary School at CTTB and had lunch
with the students. He hoped that people in the San Francisco Bay Area
could know more about these two schools which promote the virtues
of service, filiality, kindness and compassion; emphasize ethics and
character; and provide a bilingual English/Chinese education. Schools
like these two are rarely found and highly commendable.

(Continued from page 39)

She duly upholds the Venerable Master’s strict traditions and excellent
Dharma treasures. She vows to draw near to the Triple Jewel in life after
life, and live long-term in a monastery to cultivate and develop blessings
and wisdom along with the community. On Sunday, October 24, 1999,
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home Day, her wish came true and she
had her head shaved and became a Shramanerika [novice nun]. She im-
mediately went to Gold Sage Monastery to receive novice training. Fully
ordained as a Bhikshuni at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in 2002,
she now lives at Gold Wheel Monastery in Los Angeles.
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