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Following the TeachingsTo Cultlvate Blessings and Wisdom:
Introducing Shramanerika Jin Tai Shi
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Chin Yang Shi was born in Taiwan. As a child she recited the Buddha’s name
following the example of her vegetarian grandmother. She also attended Dharma
assemblies at the monastery where her great aunt was a nun. The pure and adorned
Buddha images, the sounds of the drum and bell, and the chanting of the sutras
made her extremely happy. When she was in junior high, her grandmother and
great aunt passed away, one after the other. At that time, Buddhism was not yet
thriving in Taiwan, so her affinities with Buddhism were interrupted. Befuddled,
she got married and had kids.

Once upon waking up from an abortion procedure, she felt as if she had just
come back from the ghostly realm. She knew that she had made a serious mistake
and realized how stupid and uninformed she had been. She resolved to volunteer
in the temple. She had previously volunteered at the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Books Distribution Society in Taipei, helping to circulate Buddhist books. Once
she happened to read the books published by this Society and learned about the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. She then studied the compassionate teachings
of the Venerable Master. The amazing and altruistic Dharma of the Six Guiding
Principles delighted her especially. She participated in several Dharma assemblies,
and each time the temple dedicated the merit to world peace. This led her to
sense the Venerable Master’s unique spirit of “great kindness for those with no
affinities; and great compassion because we’re all one.”

One day she had a dream that, out of compassion, the Venerable Master was
blessing her. She looked to her left and right. Everywhere in the Buddhahall were
beautiful Buddha images. She had been to the City seven times before leaving
the householder’s life. She worked as a volunteer and cultivated along with the
group. She saw the City as the Land of Ultimate Bliss in this world, an excellent
place for cultivation. The verse: “Slap your thoughts to death/ So your Dharma
body lives; / Say one word less / And recite ‘Buddha’ once more!” in the Bud-
dha Recitation Hall, left her with a sense of urgency that she should always be
aware that birth and death are imminent, and bow down and recite the Buddha’s
name. Every time she returned home from the City, she always felt carefree and
filled with the joy of Dharma in body and mind.
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