A

Biographies

fio
— Jurr F
ElA 2ot
Lectured by the

Venerable
Master Huaon

June 15, 1986

SIgpE
l’I'ranslated by
the International
Translation
Institute

M

(k&5 K 1 &8 if ]

Z 82 KED

Reflections in Water and Mirrors: Reversing the Tides of Destiny

Great Master Pu Yin

KET=BIF U2 SH1E -
FIMERIZIZES - iEF
g2 - m=HE - EH R
BEEP > BEZEBAS: [
mEER EEER 1 K
BICAWEREE - AERRE
RIGEZIBHHNE - MRR
B8 - 5B ¢ TEEiSE | U8
FBRRIET G - KEDT
AREELL ? | BRESTHIE
» B - KEI—S8BR
» LR =HRRAT - FTE8

EXNFItR - SEZE
= BNRHER > SEEE
= | BRER  MERK
» REAEH -

R

BE™ kL= B Ry
l?{ ’ Fﬁ#['ﬁﬁﬁlfj% ’ T‘J‘ el

RIS ST R
RS PO« B flas
gl G S
R

EE- s 5 i Hid™

B R RTINS
b A LR e A R
PRV | BT AVEE S
PR VB AR R
W R LR SR i
AU > SREERE A o i P

Text:

The Great Master was a high master during the Three Kingdoms
Period. He cultivated the Way at Jade Springs Mountain in Jing-
zhou. The Great Master cultivated both Chan and Pure Land prac-
tices and had perfected both blessings and wisdom. One day, when
the Great Master was in dhyana samadhi, he heard a voice calling
out in space, “Give me back my head! Give me back my head!”
The Great Master later used his spiritual powers to contemplate
and realized that it was the spirit of the deceased General Guan
Yun Zhang who was attached to states and had come looking for
his head. The Great Master replied, “General Guan! You once
penetrated five cities and killed six generals; from whom could
they seek their heads?” Upon hearing that, General Guan’s spirit
seemed to awaken; he bowed to the Master and left. The Great
Master had dissolved his hatred. This was due to the cause and
effect of the three periods of time. There is a saying, “To know
the causes of the past, look at what is happening to you now; to
know the results of the next life, look at what you are doing now.”
The law of the cause and effect is precise and immutable.

Commentary

The Great Master was a high monk who lived and cultivated in seclusion
during the Three Kingdoms Period. He was someone of high moral
principles who did not seek fame or profit but spent his time cultivating
vigorously. He was the abbot of a monastery at Jade Springs Mountain
in Hubei. General Guan Gong had once built a temple on Jade Springs
Mountain for the Great Master Zhi Zhe overnight.

The Great Master cultivated both Chan and Pure Land practices and
always sat in meditation. One day when the Great Master was in dhyana
samadhi, he heard a voice calling out in space, “Give me back my head!
Give me back my head!” The Great Master used his spiritual powers and
examined the causes and effects. He realized that it was the spirit of the
late General Guan Yun Chang, who was still caught up in the moment
of his beheading and therefore came looking for his head. The Great
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Master told him, “General Guan! You once penetrated five cities and killed
six generals; from whom could they seek their heads?”

When he was alive, General Guan rode a fiery red horse, which was as
fast as a rocket. He had ruddy complexion and mounted on his red horse, he
would wield his moon-shaped sword with devastating speed as he beheaded
Cao Cao’s leading generals.

General Guan’s spirit became awakened upon hearing the Great Master’s
wortds. Liberated from his attachment, he bowed, thanked the Great Master,
and departed. With one piece of advice, the Great Master had dissolved the
General’s hatred. This was due to the cause and effect of the three periods of
time. There is a saying that goes, “To understand the causes of the past, look
at what is happening to you now; to know the results of the next life, look at
what you are doing now.” The law of cause and effect can never be changed.
Whatever causes one has planted, one will reap the corresponding effect. Some
forms of Christianity believe that one will be born in heaven if one believes
in God, and fall into hell if one does not.” This is mistaking the law of cause

and effect. In such a case, wouldn’t the God become a dictator?

A verse in praise says:

The Great Master’s one piece of advice

Untied the knot of hatred.

Causes naturally reap their subsequent effects.

A righteous man had an awakening and was reborn in the heavens.
His hatred and vengeance were dissolved forever.

He committed no more transgressions.

Commentary

The Great Master’s one piece of advice untied the knot of hatred. Great
Master Pu Yin with his single piece of advice untied the knot of hatred that
had formed in General Guan’s heart.

Causes naturally reap their subsequent effects. Whatever causes one
creates will lead to their consequent effects. A murderer must pay with his
life. This is a clear and natural principle.

A righteous man had an awakening and was reborn in the heavens.
General Guan was a moral and worthy man. He awakened from his attachment
upon listening to the Master’s advice and was reborn in the heavens.

His hatred and vengeance were dissolved forever. / He committed
no more transgressions. He became detached and free from all hatred and

vengeance and committed no further transgressions.

Another verse says :

He was confused about his past causes.

His hatred and vengeance grew ever deeper.

When would these causes and retributions end?

How many springs would the karmic offenses continue?

Fortunately he met a good advisor who pointed the way to awaken-
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What blessings that he regained his good roots!

Marquis Shou-ting of Han understood the great principle.

His awe-inspiring righteousness was respected by the entire popu-
lace.

Commentary:

He was confused about his past causes. He had been beheaded. Since he
did not understand how causes reap their corresponding results, he did realize
that he had to undergo this retribution.

His hatred and vengeance grew ever deeper. If one is attached and
fails to awaken to the consequences of one’s actions, the cycle of revenge will
never end. The hatred and vengeance will only become deeper.

When would these causes and retributions end? You chop off my head
today; tomorrow I will seek revenge from you, thereby creating new causes.
When will these retributions end?

How many springs would the karmic offenses continue? There will
be no ending for the karmic offenses of killing one another as one will get
carried through endless lifes

Fortunately he met a good advisor who pointed the way to awakening.
It was fortunate that General Guan met Great Master Pu Yin, a wise teacher,
who advised him and led him upon the path to awakening,

What blessings that he regained his good roots! After General Guan
awakened, he let go of his attachments. His good roots reappear and he at-
tained a new Dharma body and wisdom life.

Marquis Shou-ting of Han understood the great principle. He was
conferred the title Marquis Shou-ting, and he was an upright gentleman who
understood the great principle. He instantly realized the principles of birth
and death.

His awe-inspiring righteousness was respected by the entire popu-
lace. His righteous energy pervades heaven and earth. He was respected and
worshipped by his country’s people. (The End)

(Continued from page 13)

Upon arriving at the Treasure Trove, after stepping over the threshold, one
reaches the treasure trove where treasures are kept. One can easily become
fulfilled. One is easily satisfied and happy. With true and proper freedom, he

could come and go freely:

he could live or die as he wished. That is genuine
freedom—to be in control and not be caught by the Ghost of Impermanence
at the verge of death. The Ghost of Impermanence has no way to order one
around. That is genuine freedom. He sat upright and entered stillness. He
sat there and passed away without illness. He acts effortlessly in liberation
and enlightens sentient beings. He was at ease and made no contrived ef-
forts. He had enlightened sentient beings. Whoever had affinity with him had
(The End)

been crossed over.
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