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Sakrena ca devanamindrena!
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Sakrena ca devanamindrena!
and Sakra, Ruler of gods

The god Sakrarules over the Tra yastrimsa-devaloka Heaven
of the Thirty-three,® in the kama-dhatu, Desire Realm. The
Trayastrims$a Heaven is located at the summit of Mount
Sumeru, and consists of thirty-two heavens grouped (eight in
each direction) around one central heaven in which Lord
Sakra resides in the citadel called Sudarsana, Good to Behold*.
In a previous life, a woman undertook to repair an image of
the Buddha Kasyapa and the shrine in which it was housed,
with the aid of thirty-two friends. Her karmic reward was to
be reborn as the god who, from his central heaven, rules over
the heavens of his thirty-two assistants.

Sakra (the stem form) literally means Powerful One, from
the root Vsak- powerful, able. § sakrena, the form in our text,
is instrumental, singular, masculine. It depends upon the pre-
vious preposition sardham together with which i'equires the
instrumental case, as we have seen all along. Indrena is also
instrumental singular, masculine, and depends upon the same
preposition. Gramatically, indrena is in apposition to sakrena
which it describes. Indra (the stem form) Ruler, according to
the Ancients, comes from the root Vind-have power, rule over.
Deva (the stem form) means god. Devanam of (the) gods is
genitive plural, masculine dependent upon indrena.

(Continued on page 23)
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