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TRANSMISSION OF THE THREE REFUGES AND FIVE PRECEPTS
AT BBDC, SINGAPORE
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On the 6th day of the Chinese New Year (February 17, 2002), four
Sangha members from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, came to BBDC to
transmit the Three Refuges and Five Precepts. There were a total of
42 participants, ranging in age from six years old to seventy-three.
Thirty took the Three Refuges, seven received the Five Precepts and
five received both the Refuges and Precepts.

The management of the Buddhist Books Distribution Centre
(BBDC) began the year 2002 by shifting to a new unit that was just a
few doors away. This new place is very bright and airy and also much
bigger. People came to the Centre very early that day. Old and young
looked very excited and patiently waited for the ceremony that would
start at 1 p.m. Dharma Masters Heng Sheng and Heng Kun began
the ceremony by leading the assembly in Universal Bowing. After
that, Dharma Masters Heng Jang and Heng Syang were invited to
the Hall. The Three Refuges were transmitted first, followed by the
Five Precepts. The entire ritual was conducted in Chinese except in

one case where Dharma Master Heng Jang read the text in English
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for a couple of participants who did not understand Chinese. The
ceremony ended at 3:30 p.m. On receiving their certificates, the faces
of the participants radiated peace and happiness. Everyone was filled
with the bliss of Dharma. At 4 p.m., Dharma Master Jang gave an
hourlong Dharma talk. The essential points were as follows:

1. After taking the Three Refuges and Five Precepts, if we are truly
sincere we must bring forth the Bodhi Mind. 2. We must always chant
the Three Refuges to remind ourselves that we are Buddha’s disciples.
3. When we come to a monastery, we should wear black robes. After
taking the Five Precepts, we must always put on the precept sash so
as to appear proper and dignified. 4. We must always examine our

minds, speech, and activities carefully. 5. Now that we’ve taken the
Three Refuges and Five Precepts here, we should come often to
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*¢ Note: BBDC’s new address:
203B Lavender Street, Singapore 338763, Tel: 62930928
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(HET39F) (Continued from page 39)
Bt Background Information:
FHC2001F SE PN EIESE S B 5 I graduated from UC Berkeley in Architecture in May of 2001.

Fastdraw, Niclsen ﬁ_/\ B f' léﬁi %@w* (e, =) I'm .currently working for Fastd.raw, Nielsen Arcbitects, Inc., as an
L J ik ﬁggriy £ LS j_%gl_ SESCREEoTd tarchltec'turjl c.lraftIer. I mz?lf cont%n'ue to. purls;;e this field d:llelto rnzlf
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i jif [FU (S [F' ) Rinaldi Wlbowo Loc play in the South Bay Chinese Orchestra (Nanwan Zhonghua Guoyue
Hyunh 3 F'V"E' 472001 X FH (ST Ry 7 Tuan) because I’m really fond of Chinese culture and music. I live in the
= sl iFFi o PR ﬂééﬁ'?ﬁ BB (A Bay Area and will continue to do so unless my job takes me elsewhere.
B f Lo [JE (B L [ ) W RZES ILE'%t In the future [ would like to come back to DVS and become a volunteer
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;"scﬂr‘ S E_SEI ¥ ISR LIS - ;[ﬁﬁ s Fb” ¥  partof who I am and my personal development in life. I want to give
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