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108 DAYS OF TRAINING ON PRECEPTS BEGIN
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The precept training period for the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s
tenth transmission of the Three Platforms of Precepts began on April 18,
Thursday. At 8:30 a.m., Bhikshus Heng Lai, Heng Lyu, Heng Jiang, and Jin
Yan, and Bhikshunis Heng Chih, Heng Liang, and Heng Jywan began the
opening ceremony. Altogether there are thirty preceptees, six of whom are
Shramaneras (male novices) and 24 of whom are Shramanerikas (female
novices). Dharma Masters Heng Lai and Heng Lyu especially advised and
encouraged the preceptees during this gathering.

Dharma Master Lai pointed out that this was the tenth time that the Three
Platforms of Precepts will be transmitted by the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association. He encouraged the preceptees to treasure these precious 108
days and work hard at learning, Dharma Master Heng Lai also recollected that
when there had been fewer people at this Way-place during the early days, the
preceptees retained their share of work during training. The time and location
for learning was not fixed because any time and any place could be an op-
portunity for learning. Sometimes it was on the road; sometimes it was on a
truck. Now everything is readymade; there is a designated place and time for
concentrated learning. Therefore the preceptees should especially value this
period of time and make good use of it. They should not worry about eating
less and doing more, nor be afraid of taking a loss.

Dharma Master Lyu explained the four categories of precepts: the Dharma
of precepts, the substance of precepts, the mark of precepts, and the conduct
of precepts, as well as the meaning of receiving the precepts. He further noted
that although the training period for the preceptees lasts 108 days, the process
of learning about the precepts actually never ends. We must all keep learning
until we reach Buddhahood. Dharma Master Lyu also reminded everyone to
simply try his or her best, not to get caught up in comparisons and wortries,
which actually become hindrances in cultivation. Everyone should pay even
more attention to attending the morning and evening services on a daily basis
upon receiving the [full] precepts. Don’t become lazy. “All Buddhadharmas
are derived out of a sense of respect.” We must respect those above us and
interact harmoniously with those below us. We must respect and be polite to
everyone. Cultivators should always maintain a sense of shame so that they
will make progress. They should always reflect and introspect, asking: “Why
did I leave the householder’s life?”” “What should I do as a monk or nunr”

“What is the purpose of being a monk or nun?”
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Dharma Master Lyu also cautioned the preceptees that everyone should
observe the rule established by the Venerable Master for the training pe-
riod—that is, in addition to memorizing the Shramanera precepts, the Vinaya
for Daily Use, the Bhikshu (Bhikshuni) precepts, and the Brahma Net Sutra
Bodhisattva Precepts, one should also bow sincerely to the Buddhas for at least
two hours daily. That way, preceptees will eliminate their karmic obstructions
and successfully receive the precepts. Lastly, Dharma Master Lyu quipped,
“Although the Precept Platform is next door, you must walk 108 days to get

there. I hope everyone will work hard.”

The kind teachings provided by the Bhikshus and the reverential attitude

of the preceptees all appear to be good signs for a successful transmission

of the Three Platforms of Precepts.
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Youth Summer Camp at CTTB
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Dates: June 30 ~ July 13
Hours: 8:00 am ~ 3:00 pm (Day Students)
Place: City of Ten Thousand Buddhas Talmage, California.
(110 miles north of San Francisco).
Activities: Buddhist Studies, Meditation, Arts & Crafts,
Chinese Calligraphy, Drama, Tai Chi Chuan, Sports,
Outdoor Activities, & Creative Writing.
Ages: 5 — 14 (Boarding students must be at least 11).
Fees: Tuition: $200 (includes 2 T-shirts, lunch, & Camp
Yearbook).
Dorm Fees: $300. (International students must also

purchase health insurance, which is available through school.)

Deadline for Application: May 30 or until spaces filled.
Application Fee: $20 (nonrefundable).
If you are interested in enrolling your child or volunteering as a
teacher or counselor, please contact the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas:
Boys School — Tel & Fax: (707) 468-1138
E-mail: drbadvbs@jps.net
Girls School — Tel & Fax: (707) 468-3847
E-mail: dvgs@jps.net, instillgood@yahoo. com
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