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LESSONS FROM BUDDHISM AND FROM HOME
ON HOW TO PERFECT THE HUMAN PATH--

INTRODUCING SHRAMANERIKA CHIN Y1 SHI
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY MICHAEL LEE

Shramanerika Chin Yi Shi is Chinese-Malaysian. Her father was very kind and
imposed strict house rules. He forbade the children to make mean comments.
During grade school vacations, her mother would take the daughters to their
maternal grandparents” home where their grandfather taught them to chant the
Buddha’s name and read the Sutra on Cause and Effect in the Three Periods of Line.
Every day, they had to finish their morning lessons before having breakfast.

After she grew up, she had many questions about the Buddhadharma and
did not know of any monasteries that practiced the proper Dharma. She had
observed chaotic phenomena in many monasteries and temples, so out of
fear she never returned to them. In 1992, she came upon The VVenerable Master’s
Instructional Talks, which became a channel for her to study Buddhism; she
seemed to have heard all the words in the book somewhere before. Therefore,
when the delegation from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas arrived in Kuala
Lumpur, she took refuge with the Venerable Master. After that, she regularly
went to Tze Yun Tung Temple (now Guanyin Prajna Sagely Monastery) to
attend evening recitation and listen to lectures on Sutras.

The Venerable Master emphasized again and again the importance of the
Shurangama Sutra in this Dharma-ending Age. Thus she would listen daily to
tapes of the Venerable Master’s commentaries on the Shurangama Sutra, and
later on the Lotus Sutra. In 1995, when the Venerable Master entered Nirvana,
she came to the Sagely City to receive the Five Precepts. After returning to
Malaysia, she moved to Purple Cloud Temple to cultivate and offer support.

After her mother passed away, she advised her father to chant the Buddha’s
name and read the Earth Store Sutra. Her father died without suffering. The
doctor said, “Your father departed like a gentleman, very peacefully.”

In 1997, she returned to the Sagely City and lived in the Tower of Blessings.
Every day, she rose at 2:30 a.m. to chant the Shurangama Mantra three times
and then woke everybody else up. She worked in Junkang Vegetarian Restaurant
and constantly chanted the Shurangama Mantra or Amitabha’s name. Ever
since she was little, she wanted to leave the home life, and after growing up, she
always felt that she had some unfinished business in this wotld, so she didn’t
want to raise a family. On October 24, 1999, during the celebration for Guanyin
(Avalokiteshvara) Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home, her wish to become a nun was
finally fulfilled. She is now training at the Sagely City of the Dharma Realm

in West Sacramento and will be preparing for ordination this summer.
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