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TuE 2002 DRBA DELEGATION VisITs HUALIAN, TAIWAN:
PRACTICE THE DHARMA TO (GAIN LIBERATION
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The Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s Visiting Delegation
came to Hualian, Taiwan during the spring of 2002. Their last visit
had been in 1998.

During the three days (February 19, 20, and 21), the Visiting
Delegation hosted the Avatamsaka Dharma Assembly, ceremonies
for the Three Refuges and Five Precepts, and discussions on
Buddhism, at its associated temple, Amitabha Monastery. On
the following two days, besides visiting Tzuchi headquarters in
Hualian, the Visiting Delegation further applied the Venerable
Master’s sense of compassion to transform everyone by bringing
the Buddhadharma to inmates at the Hualian Penitentiary, Detention
House, and Guangfu Community Work Prison.

Dharma Assemblies and discussions on Buddhism followed
one after another. The Dharma Masters skillfully brought the
Buddhadharma to life in these prisons, based on the compassionate
attitude that the mind, Buddhas, and living beings are essentially
the same. They only hope to bring more light into the evil world
of the Five Turbidities!

The Dharma Masters taught the audience that contentment is
the source of all happiness. Only contentment nurtures the heaven
of our nature and develops the mind-ground. They also cautioned
those who had gone astray that life is fleeting and impermanent.
“Do not wait until old age to study the Way, for lonely graves are
mostly those of young men.” Wake up soon and give up your
attachments! Stop indulging in the five desires and the pettiness of
fame and fortune!

In the penitentiary’s instructional hall, more than a hundred
people sang praises for receiving the refuges and precepts. During
the panel discussions on Buddhism, inmates also performed
Buddhist songs that they had been rehearsing for days, such as “To
the Finds of Space” and “Why Be Mindful of the Buddha?” Theif
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Bodbi Field

innocent, childlike voices of heartfelt sincerity were quite moving,
At that moment, all the fences and shackles vanished and everyone’s
mind was free as the air. It was like returning home after long being
lost. All was peaceful and harmonious.

Despite such a busy itinerary, the Dharma Masters were at ease
and energetic. They attended to every detail with care and hoped
only to do a bit more for the residents of Hualian. The laity who
accompanied the delegation to offer help and support were humble
and earnest. Their subtle example made us aware of an important
lesson in the Buddhadharma, which is that we must try our best
at every moment. The silent Dharma talks taught us to apply the
Buddhadharma in our life because the genuine, wonderful principles
exist in each word and each movel

The Delegation’s three-day stay broke down the cell walls, both
visible and invisible, to let in light so that people would have the
opportunity to live again and to find the right direction in their
life. Like ships lost at sea, people found a brightly-lit lighthouse.
Although all gatherings are impermanent, we truly hope that the
Dharma Masters will always return to Hualian so that, with the aid
of such good teachers, the locals will change themselves in time
and have the opportunity to learn to live a life of perfecting the
Buddhadharmal

Q & A w1th the Venerable Master

BN
RN PN e

C HAELD o KIRME

FARIE

Q: Why are some people skeptical of anything anyone says?
A: Such a person has always lied and told tall tales. Having planted such causes, in this life he doesn’t believe

anyone; he has no faith in others. Since he has been lying for infinite eons up to this very life, he thinks ev-
eryone else must be lying and so he doesn’t believe what anyone says.
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Q: Why are some people so deeply deluded?

A: Such people took intoxicants in past lives, and as a result they are deeply deluded in this life. They dont  un-
derstand anything. You try to teach them, but they just don’t get it. You tell them once, and they don't

understand. You tell them again, and they still forget.
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