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(Permission is granted to reproduce this article, to distribute it
without charge, and to provide links to it. Please contact the author
at namofo@earthlink.net regarding other uses.)

After reading about the dangers of genetic engineering in
biowarfare, the president of the United States, Bill Clinton,
became extremely concerned, and, in the spring of 1998,
made civil defense countermeasures a ptiority. Yet, his
administration has systematically opposed all but the
most rudimentary safety regulations and restrictions for
the biotech industry. By doing so, Clinton has unwittingly
created a climate in which the production of the weapons
he is trying to defend against has become very easy for

both governments and terrorists.”’

PLANTS

New crops may breed with wild relatives or cross breed
with related species. The “foreign” genes could spread
throughout the environment causing unpredicted changes
which will be unstoppable once they have begun. Entirely
new diseases may develop in crops or wild plants. Foreign
genes are designed to be carried into other organisms by
viruses which can break through species barriers, and
overcome an organism’s natural defenses. This makes
them more infectious than naturally existing parasites, so
any new viruses could be even more potent than those
already known.

’: Plants

engineered to be herbicide resistant could become so

Ordinary weeds could become “Super-weeds’

invasive they would be a weed problem themselves, or they
could spread their resistance to wild weeds, making them

more invasive. Fragile plants may be driven to extinctiong
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OGenetic engineering will bring us a new and uncertain environment.

Bodbi Field

reducing nature’s precious biodiversity. Insects could be
impossible to control. Making plants resistant to chemical
poisons could lead to a crisis of “super pests” if they also
take on the resistance to pesticides.”

The countryside may suffer even greater use of
herbicides and pesticides. Because farmers will be able
to use these toxic chemicals with impunity, their use may
increase, threatening more pollution of water supplies
and degradation of soils. Plants developed to produce
their own pesticide could harm non-target species such
as birds, moths and butterflies. No one—including
the genetic scientists—knows for sure the effect that
releasing new life forms will have on the environment.
They do know that all of the above scenarios are possible
and irreversible, but they still want to carry out their
experiment. THEY get glant profits. All WE get is a new
and uncertain environment—an end to the wotld as we
know it.”

NoOTES:

27. William J. Broad and Judith Miller, “Germ Defense
Plan in Peril as Its Flaws Are Revealed” (INY” Times, August
7, 1998). See also Wendy Barnaby, “Biological Weapons
and Genetic Engineering” (GenEthics News, Issue 18,
June/July 1997).

28. The original says “resistance to herbicides” but
“resistance to pesticides” is clearly meant.

29. “THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW
IT: The Environmental Costs of Genetic Engineering”
<http://www.greenpeace.org/~comms/cbio/brief2.
html>.

)To be continued
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