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THE FIRST OF THREE TALKS GIVEN BY A]AHN SUMEDHO AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS--
IN GRATITUDE AND REMEMBRANCE
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Eprror’s NoT1E: Having being away from the United States for
four years, Ajahn Sumedho, a Dharma friend familiar to Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, paid
us a special visit on May 2, 1999, along with his Dharma colleagues
Ajahn Passano and Ajahn Amaro and disciple Ajahn Sudanto.
Ajahn Sumedho gave three Dharma talks, not only with words
but with brilliant loving-kindness to all those present at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Buiksnu HENG SURE:

Those who have already finished eating, please sit patiently because
we have a special treat for you today. I’'m going to introduce to you
a Dharma friend of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Many of
you are very familiar with and have had the opportunity before
to tie up Dharma affinities with Ajahn Sumedho and his Dharma
colleagues and disciples. However, there are those of you here
who have never had this opportunity and today is a very special
occasion. I would like to introduce Ajahn Sumedho. Personally,
that is to say, in 1979, when I had just arrived from the pilgrimage
here at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, we had our winter
Chan sit. We had the session in the Chan Hall at the time, which
is now our small dining hall right next door. It was very cold that
year for the Chan session. Halfway through, a special guest came.
The Venerable Abbot walked into the Chan Hall and said to me
at the time, “Now, here’s someone you have to pay attention to.
Among Americans, he’s held precepts the longest. He is the longest
ordained American in robes. You should take him as your model in
cultivation. He is your standard of cultivation, so pay attention.” So
1 did. From that time on, I paid very close attention to Venerable
Ajahn Sumedho, our Dharma brother. Not at that time, but
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SPECIAL FEATURE

during one of the many
return visits that Ajahn
Sumedho paid to the
City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, the Venerable
Abbot said, “You know,
in past lives, Ajahn
Sumedho and I were
fellow cultivators. We
walked the Way together.
Now you understand
why we have such deep
affinities.” Of course,
we said, “No, we don’t
understand, but we’ll take
your word for it. I'm
afraid we’re not equipped
to understand that, but it’s
very compelling nonetheless.” So today we have the opportunity
to hear Ajahn Sumedho three different times because during the
afternoon assembly many of you will be busy bowing and it will
be in English only, so we asked if he will compassionately give us
his Dharma at noon, for those of you who will be bowing. Then
again, tonight at 7:30 we get another chance. So on behalf of all

of us, I invite Ajahn Sumedho to please speak Dharma for us.

AJjAHN SUMEDHO:

With utmost respect to the Venerable Abbot and Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis and all Dharma friends gathered here, it gives me
great pleasure and satisfaction to come back to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. This is a place where I have very fond and dear
memories because when the Master was alive, I always treasured
the moments that I could spend here at the City and especially
with him. I've lived abroad in England for the past 23 years.
During these past four years, I've seldom had the opportunity to
visit the US. due to the needs and necessities of monasteties in
Europe. Also, I go to Thailand every year. I committed myself to
visiting our main monastery in Thailand. Devoting my life to the
practice of Dharma as a Bhikshu is something I am very grateful

to be able to do. 5>To be continued
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