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A COLLECTION OF THE VENERABLE MASTER’S RULES

CONCENTRATE ON STUDYING THE PRECEPTS FOR FIVE YEARS
AFTER LEAVING THE HOME-LIFE
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the first five years after you have left the home-life and taken the
Ten Precepts, you should study and investigate the precepts. When
you understand them, you will know which precepts you shouldn’t

break. Even though some actions aren’t specifically mentioned in
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the precepts, if you know they are wrong, you should refrain from
doing them.

For instance, the precepts don’t state explicitly that it is wrong to
scold people, because the Buddha knew that people who had left
the home-life to cultivate the Way wouldn’t use foul language. If
you have already left the home-life, how can you still swear or use
foul language to scold others? Even though this is not specifically
prohibited in the precepts, we shouldn’t do it.
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