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REFLECTIONS IN WATER AND MIRRORS: TURNING BACK THE TIDE OF DESTINY

IN MEMORY OF GENERAL GUAN YUN-CHANG, MARQUIS OF
SHOU TING OF THE HAN DYNASTY conrinuen
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General Guan was known as the “Gentleman with the Beautiful
Beard,” because his beard was extremely full and luxuriant. His
face, however, was a frightening red color, like that of some
monster. His entire life was an expression of righteous energy.
He was very upright. He would never do anything unrighteous.
Where did he get this energy? He learned it from the Spring and
Autumn Annals, which advocates great righteousness. The Spring
and Antunn Annals profoundly influenced many people. The loyal
ministers of China like to read and study it.

At the end of the Han Dynasty, China was divided into the
Three Kingdoms of Wei, Shu, and Wu. These were independent
states. Shu wanted to swallow Wei and Wu. Wei wanted to swallow
Shu and Wu. And Wu wanted to swallow Wei and Shu. They
wanted to swallow one another like big fish eating small fish. But
the result was that none of them could eat the others, because
they were of equal strength. These fish were all about the same
size.

At that time, in a peach garden, Liu Bei (?J[TEJ) , Guan
Yu ( %%;J;‘[ ) , and Zhang Fei (=<7 ) swore to be as
brothers. They made a pledge of allegiance to each other, like
brothers. Of the three heroes, General Guan Yun-chang was
the one people admired and honored most. They were all
outstanding individuals, but General Guan was the most respected
of the three.

He was loyal, faithful and true. He was extremely loyal to his
country, and faithful to his sworn brothers. And his righteous
energy reached up to the heavens. His proper energy was equal

to heaven and earth. He put aside his personal interests for
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the public good. He cared only for the public good and was not
selfish. Moreover, he was never unfaithful to his wife. In his
whole life, he never drew near to any other woman than his own
wife. He did not want two wives. He never approached another
woman. The oil lamp stayed lit till dawn. One time, he and the
two wives of Liu Bei, his sworn brother, had to stay in one room
and spend the night. Liu Bei’s two wives, Madam Mi and Madam
Gan, were very attractive. General Guan was their chaperone. He
kept them company but he did not sleep that night. This shows
he was worthy of respect. The crafty minister Cao Cao arranged
this event to try to undermine Guan’s character, but he had not
anticipated that this would instead increase Guan’s stature, thereby
causing more people to admire him. The oil lamp stayed lit until
dawn, as the General remained awake all night. He probably slept
during the day; this we don’t need to ask. Or maybe he sat up all
night and slept without lying down. He read a book, and if his
eyes felt tired, he closed them and slept.

During the night he painstakingly studied the Spring and Autunm
Apnnals. He attached great importance to the moral integrity of
this work. The General had eyebrows that resembled crouching
silkworms. This was a sign of nobility. He also had eyes like
those of a red phoenix. Phoenix eyes are long and very beautiful.
The phoenix is not a creature that most people are able to see.
People in the past saw them, but today people do not see dragons
or phoenixes. This does not mean that these creatures no longer
exist. Dragons are spiritual creatures: they can either vanish or
materialize, and become large or small. As for phoenixes, it’s said,
“Among quadrupeds, there is the gi/in; among birds there is the
phoenix; among hills there is Mount Tai....”” These belong to the
same category. By the same token, sages and common people are
not so different from each other—they also belong to the same

species.

Although we can say that we don’t see phoenixes, we cannot
claim that absolutely no one sees them. We can only say that
we ourselves haven’t seen any. In the past, people used to see
phoenixes. Some people even see them nowadays, but these
people do not regard this as anything very strange. You could
say that a phoenix is somewhat like a pheasant, which has a very
long tail. The phoenix was probably a very exotic pheasant. For
instance, witch-doctors call chickens “phoenixes.” If they want

to eat chicken, they ask for “phoenix.” Phoenixes emerge from
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chickens.

If you raise chickens, you may discover a phoenix among them.
For example, in New York there is a “Turkey King,” He looks just
like a turkey. He particularly relished eating turkey in the past, and
so now he looks like a turkey. If people keep on eating turkeys,
those turkeys will become people and come back to eat turkeys

who were people in their past lives. sTo be continued
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(Continued from page 9)
These are the precepts of not killing, not stealing, not engaging in
sexual misconduct, not lying, and not taking intoxicants.

Buddhists should pay close attention to these five precepts and
avoid committing the slightest transgression; only then are they
qualified to be called Buddhists. Some of you casually entertain
thoughts of killing, stealing, engaging in sexual misconduct, and
deceiving people with lies, and you casually take intoxicants. You
are greedy for everything. Being greedy for food is equivalent to
taking intoxicants. If you are so greedy for food that you eat until
you’re fat as can be, then you are also taking intoxicants. We who
study Buddhism should constantly examine ourselves on this
point. We must be very attentive, without making the slightest
mistake or being sloppy at any moment. On the other hand, we
should not be too rigid; we should apply the precepts in a flexible
way.

“Then I can be a little more expedient; I can still kill, steal,
engage in sexual misconduct, lie, and take intoxicants,” you say.

That’s not what flexibility means. It means we should not bind
ourselves up with the five precepts so tightly that we have no room
to turn around.

When we receive the five precepts, we are not being bound up by
the five precepts. We should look into this well. A certain person
in Canada used my name to cheat his disciples, alleging that I had
certified him. People who tell great lies like that are bound to fall
into the Hell of Ripping Out Tongues.
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If you understand the precepts, then you will be able to gain deep insight into all of the Buddhadharma. If you
fail to understand the precepts, you will be like a cloud in the sky, blown hither and thither without any foundation.
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