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But if he considers himself a sage, then he will be vulnerable
to the demons’ influence. If he thinks he has attained the fruition
of a sage, he will soon find himself in the hells. He will attain the
fruition of the hells.

Sutra:
Ananda, these ten states may occur in dhyana as one’s mental
effort interacts with the form skandha.

Commentary:

Ananda, these ten states described above may occur in the still
contemplation of dhyana as one’s mental effort interacts with
the form skandha. These states involve the form skandha. When the
mind interacts with and investigates the form skandha to the ultimate,

one may experience such states.

Sutra:

Dull and confused living beings do not evaluate themselves.
Encountering such situations, in their confusion they fail to
recognize them and say that they have become sages, thereby
uttering a great lie. They will fall into the Relentless Hells.

Commentary:

Dull and confused living beings do not evaluate themselves.
Living beings are stubborn and intractable, and they do not
wake up from their delusions. They do not take stock of themselves
to see what level they are at. Encountering such situations, such
demonic states, in their muddled confusion they fail to recognize
them and say that they have become sages. They claim, “Oh, I
am a Buddhal I am enlightened; I’ve attained sagehood,” thereby

uttering a great lie. They are really telling the greatest lie. They
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will surely fall into the Relentless Hells.”
NOTE 7. THE VENERABLE MASTERS EXPLANATION IN JANUARY, 1983

We have to be very cautious in all regards. As it’s said, “If you’re off
by a hairbreadth in the beginning, you’ll miss by a thousand miles
in the end.” We keep studying the Buddhadharma, but we end up
falling into the hells. Why? Because we haven’t really been able to
follow the teachings. We haven’t really been able to refrain from
lying, stealing, sexual misconduct, taking intoxicants, and killing.
If you can’t even hold the five precepts, how can you think of
accomplishing Buddhahood?

First of all, you must not kill. That doesn’t simply mean eating
vegetarian food.

“I haven’t killed any creature with my own hands,” you may say.

That doesn’t necessarily mean that you haven’t violated the precept
of not killing. Holding this precept means that you must not even
harbor anger toward people in your heart. That is not easy. As I said
eatlier, “I also have a strong urge to kill. But I want to stop killing; I
want to liberate creatures instead of killing them. If I wanted to kill
creatures, all the fine hairs on my body could turn into flying swords,
sharp knives, lances, and spears to stab people to death. That’s how
fierce my fine hairs could be. That’s how powerful the urge to kill is,
but I’'m not going to kill. Why not? Because I realize that killing living
beings is equivalent to killing Bodhisattvas, killing Arhats, breaking
up the harmonious Sangha, and shedding the Buddha’s blood. That’s
why I don’t kill.”

Not stealing. Gaining something by improper means or taking
something that does not belong to you without informing the owner
is considered stealing. If you take something from its place without
anyone knowing about it, you are stealing. The causes, conditions,
methods, and karma of stealing are explained very cleatly in the
Brahma Net Sutra. The causes, conditions, methods and karma of
killing are also explained clearly in that text.

Not engaging in sexual misconduct is also like that. This only
works if you don’t have thoughts of lust in your mind and your
own nature. To hold the precept against lying, you mustn’t lie under
any circumstances. Nor should you take intoxicants. The stimulating
effect of alcohol causes you to be unable to function normally. It
also makes you lose your wisdom, and once that happens, you will
do stupid things.

(Continued on page 17)
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