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The birth and death of share and section means that I have my
own share and section, and you have your own share and section.
“Share” refers to each individual’s physical body. You have your
body, which is your share; I have my body, which is my share.
“Section” can refer to each individual’s specific dimensions. You
are five foot eight, I am five foot nine, and he is six feet tall.
Another meaning of “section” is each individual’s lifespan. You
live to be eighty, which is your section. I live to be ninety, and
that’s my section. He lives to be a hundred, and that’s his section.
Ordinary people all undergo the birth and death of their share
and section.

Those of the Two Vehicles undergo the birth and death of
change. “Change” refers to the continual change and flow of
our thoughts in an unending process. Each changing thoughtis a
birth and death. These births and deaths are the ceaseless flow of
false thoughts which have not come to a stop, so long as one has
not attained samadhi. “Not moving” means that one has attained
samadhi, and so one is not moved by the two kinds of deaths.

As not retreating. This means that from having wisdom, one
does not retreat into stupidity. When at every moment your mind
is still and quiescent—when you have no false thinking—then you
have great wisdom and knowledge. That is what is meant by not
retreating. It means not retreating into stupidity. Once you have
gained Prajna wisdom, you never again do stupid things.

As not turning. This means not having to turn on the wheel
of rebirth. It means not being like ordinary people who revolve
in the paths of birth and death. It also means not being like those
of the Two Vehicles who turn from ordinary people into sages.
One does not turn in either of those ways.
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PROPER DHARMA SEAL

As being like empty space. The Flower Adornment Sutra says,
“If one wishes to understand the Buddhas’ state, one must purify
one’s mind so it’s like empty space.” What we call empty space
isn’t anything at all. Although it isn’t anything at all, nonetheless,
everything is contained within empty space. “Empty space” is
only a name. Although it has a name, it doesn’t have a nature of
its own. The Wisdom of Contemplation of the Middle Way is
also just a name. When you cultivate the wisdom of the Middle
Way, that is only a name. If you look for something real, there is
nothing at all. Thus, it’s like empty space.

You shouldn’t “add a head on top of your head” and ask, “What
is empty space?” and go around looking for empty space. Empty
space isn’t anything at all, so what are you looking for? Don’t put
another head on top of the one you’ve got. By asking, “What is
my head?” you are adding another head. Don’t be like that. Nor
should you ask, “Why don’t I have a head?” as Yajnadatta did. He
looked in the mirror and saw a person with a head, and wondered,
“Why don’t I have a head?” Then he ran out in the street asking
everyone he met, “Look at me—do I have a head or not?” and
searching all over for his head. Don’t be like him.

As without a nature means as not having a nature of their
own, not having something else’s nature, and not having a shared
nature, a nature held in common. It also means not having a causal
nature or a resulting nature. They are, therefore, without nature.
Everything is empty, and so this, too, refers to emptiness.

As having the path of language cut off. They can’t be
articulated, or even conceptualized. The path of language is cut

off, so there is no way to speak about them.

The month wants to speak, but the words are lost;
The mind wants to think, but reflections have vanished.

The mouth would like to talk, but there is nothing that can be

expressed in words. The mind would like to involve itself with

conditions, but all thinking is gone.

5> To be continued
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