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Dr. Tom Macmillan, “perhaps one of Ukiah’s most beloved community

members” according to the Ukiah Daily Journal, died on February 20,
2002, from cancer. Dr. Macmillan was a founding dean at Mendocino
College and also taught philosophy, English, and religion courses over
many years. Dr. Macmillan graduated from the University of California
at Berkeley with a doctorate in education and counseling. Dharma
Realm Buddhist University awarded him an honorary doctorate in
world religions in the year 2000.

An associate pastor at the First Baptist Church in Ukiah, Dr.
Macmillan was active in the establishment of the Ukiah Interfaith
Network and regularly spoke on interfaith panels at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. Many of the students of Developing Virtue
Secondary School CTTB took his courses at Mendocino College,
and he was the keynote speaker at numerous Developing Virtue
commencements.

During the 25" Anniversaty of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
last summer, Dr. Macmillan spent a morning doing three steps and
one bow with his friend, Bhikshu Heng Sure, and then addressed the
assembly. [See VBS issue no. 380 (January 2002), pp.23-25 for his
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complete speech.] He said, “It is also important to be authenti%a%ly
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who we are with mutual respect and deep regard; with compassion
for one another and understanding of one another. [We should] join
hands and to serve our community...and, in mutual understanding,
be able to portray with honesty the traditions that we represent to one
another and with one another as we speak for ethical religious force
in the world.”

Four Bhikshunis and over a dozen laypeople from the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas attended Dr. Macmillan’s memorial service on
Saturday, February 23, at the First Baptist Church.

Tina Yang, one of his students writes in tribute:

“For those of us who were his students, we knew him as someone
who was more than a great teacher. He was a real human being
with a great sense of humor, which he used to great advantage
in his classes. He practiced what he preached and he really cared.

It is said, “When you have a Buddha in your own heart, you see a
Buddha in everyone.” Tom took the time to see each and every one
of us as special human beings. He truly saw a Buddha in everyone.
In his introduction in the Wozld Religions class, the class I attended,
he would say, “If nothing else, I want each and every one of you to
leave this class with a better understanding of your own religion.”
He didn’t care about the color of your skin or your religion; he just

wanted to make sure that his classes were the ones where you could

leave with a better understanding of what or who you were.

Interfaith peace was the biggest wish that Tom had for the
betterment of the world. After September 11th, his first action was to
help organize a gathering to educate young people about the Islamic
faith. Even though the cancer that he had battled so valiantly with
for a decade had spread throughout his body and was causing him
so much pain, he was still thinking of others. Tom always wanted to
make sure that as long as his human body could, as long as his spirit
could be felt, he would have no battle between religions where he was.
This is perhaps why he allied himself with the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, as he saw the place as somewhere this dream of interfaith
dialogue and peace could happen.”

The Venerable Master Hua made interfaith peace and ethical
education two of the main goals of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. May we take Dr. Tom Macmillan as an inspiration as we

strive to realize these goals.

EAZE4:  Venerable Master's Dharma Words
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Education has no beginning or end. There is no initial entry,
no holidays, and no retirement.
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