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BY QINGNAN WANG, PH.D. ON THE EVENING OF MONDAY, MARCH 26™, 2001
IN THE BUDDHA HALL AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS

P r e i3 ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY BHIKSHUNI HENG TYAN
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In families where the mother is a widow and has to raise her child
alone, when she sews for her son, she should not do too good of
a job. If she does an excellent job, there would be problems in
the future. When her son gets married he would find fault with
his wife’s needlework and the couple would quarrel. Hence the
mother has to be patient.

The instruction from this example is the same. Everyone has
strong points and shortcomings. In everything you do if you take
other’s feelings into consideration, you will not go to extremes.
You should simply maintain a balance.

What follows are a few more examples. When we handle
problems, we might be right, but if we deal with them too harshly,
there is cause and effect. If you are too soft, there is cause and
effect, and if you don’t take care of problems when they rise, there
is also cause and effect. There are three examples here; first I will
speak of one that is too harsh.

Good Man Wang had a set of methods to tell a person’s
character. He could heal people by talking to them. He analyzed
your character and told you to reform youself. He had a student,
Shi Qingquan, who was apt at diagnosing illnesses for people. One
day Shi’s mother fell and injured her back. He went to ask Good
Man Wang what had happened. Good Man Wang told him, “You
have been too harsh in treating illnesses. When people are sick
there are causes and effects involved. Causes and effects result
in karmic obstructions. If you treat someone’ illness harshly, you
might cure his illness but not his bad karma caused by cause and
effect. In this case the bad karma transferred to your mother. Next
time when you cure illnesses, you must try to dissolve the karma
created by causes and effects.” This is an example of being too
harsh in handling problems.

Next, I will give an example of being too soft. There was a

second-degree graduate named Lee. His conduct was good and he
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had a gentle disposition like that of a girl. Later he was kidnapped
by bandits and tormented. He fell unconscious several times before
he was ransomed. Subsequently when Good Man Wang went to
his household to speak on the Good Books, the villagers asked,
“Lee is such a good person. Everyone says so. Why did he suffer
so much? Isn’t Heaven being unreasonable?” Good Man Wang
said, “Although Lee is a second-degree graduate, let me ask you,
how many people has he promoted?” They said that he has not
promoted anyone. “Promotion” in this context means to exhort
people to reform and improve their virtue. Good Man Wang
said, “Then he is defying the heavenly decree. How could he not
suffer? Heaven decrees that a scholar must help people improve
their morality. If you do not fulfill your duty, there are karmic
consequences.

This example tells us that if we do not fulfill our official duties,
we create offenses.

Next, I will tell a story of shirking responsibility. In this case the
person was neither too harsh nor too soft, nor was he uncaring.
Zhong Yukun had a son first and later a daughter. He wanted to
give away his daughter so he would have better financial means to
raise his son. He went to seek Good Man Wang’s advice. Good
Man Wang said, “Your conscience would not be clear. Since you
like your son, you don’t want your daughter. Do you know the role
of your daughter in the family? With this daughter, your son could
cultivate fraternity. If you give your daughter away, your son would
not be able to practice it. In the future, he would not amount to
anything and your parents would be worried. And you would be
deficient in filial piety.” From this we can see that a person’s role
involves many people. Everything is connected so when we take
care of matters we have to maintain balance.

Good Man Wang said something very insightful: “Some people
enjoy many blessings when they are at home but not when they
go out. When these people die, their blessings are used up. Some
people look rather ordinary in their own place but as soon as
they are in a new environment, they enjoy many blessings. These
people have boundless and inexhaustible blessings.” This shows
that we have to learn the most common and most simple Dharma,
namely, the Dharma that would enable us to have good conditions
wherever we go. In this way we can gradually perfect our blessings
and wisdom. In Buddhism, causes and conditions are a very
fundmental issue. Once you have accumulated enough blessings,
you will be blessed no matter where you are. Amitabhal

(The End)
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