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The Master was born in the Family of Zhang of Dongyang, Wu
Province. He became a monk at the age of fourteen.

When he went to visit Shitou (Rocks), he asked, “What Dharma
would one use to teach if one were to relinquish samadhi and
wisdom?”

Shitou replied, “What would I be leaving behind since there
are no servants?”

The Master said, “How do you know?”

Shitou replied, “Can you grab hold of space?”

The Master answered, “In that case, I will not leave today.”

Shitou said, “I didn’t inquire about the place from whence
you came before and where you will go in the future.”

The Master said, “Daowu is not someone from there.”

Shitou said, “I already know where you are from.”

The Master said, “Why do you accuse others?”

Shitou said, “You are physically here now.”

The Master said, “Although that is the case, how does one
ultimately instruct those of future generations?”

Shitou said, “Who are those of future generations that you
are referring to?”

The Master thereupon became enlightened instantly.

He resided in Tianhuang and passed away on the 13th of the
fourth lunar month, during the second year of Yuanhe. Four
people, Chongxing, Huizheng, Wenzi, and Yoxian inherited his
Dharma.

Commentary:
Dhyana Master Daowu of Tianhuang of the 36™ Generation.
Daowu means “Enlightened to the Way.” This meditation teacher
understood the truth.

The Master was born into the Family of Zhang of Dongyang,
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Wu Province. The Chinese character for “Wu” contains the radical
that stands for “females”” He pursued women especially and paid
attention to nothing else. He forgot everything when he saw women,
including his father’s name. You see how bad it was! He was born
into the Family of Zhang in Dongyang.

He became a monk at the age of fourteen. He left the
householder’ life when he was fourteen years old.

When he went to visit Shitou (Rocks), he asked brusquely,
without any politeness at all, “What Dharma would one use to
teach if one were to relinquishing samadhi and wisdom?”
Without mentioning samadhi or wisdom, what Dharma would one
use to teach and transform people?

Shitou replied, Dhyana Master Shitou of Xiqian said, “What
would I be leaving behind since there are no servants?” I am
bound by no slaves; there are only masters. Since there are only
masters, what is there to leave? Dhyana Master Daowu was deliberately
hassling him. What Dharma is used to instruct others when samadhi
and wisdom are left behind? He made up a conundrum for principles
that do not exist. That’s why Shitou threw the question back at him,
saying, “I have no servants here.” What is there to leave behind if
the Dharma of having servants is nonexistent?

The Master, Dhyana Master Daowu, said, “How do you
know?How can one understand this type of Dharma?” He was
showing off again, letting others know that he understood by inquiring
into why one is leaving anything behind if there were no servants.
“How can one lose this Dharma of leaving nothing behind?»”

Shitou asked, “Can you grab hold of space?” Shitou, “the
rock,” was not smashed to death; hecame back to life and said, “Can
you hold on to spacer Can you snatch a handful of emptiness?”

The Master answered, “In that case, I will not leave today.”
Dhyana Master Daowu said, “Since that’s the case, I will not leave
today.”

Shitou said, “I didn’t inquire about that place from whence
you came before and where you will go in the future.” “Where
did you come from in the past and in the future?” That place from
which he came refers to one’s original face before one’s parents gave
birth to one.

The Master said, “Daowu is not someone from there.” He
said that I am not someone from that area—he thought he was
enlightened. “There” symbolizes an area for ordinary people, those
who don’t understand.

Shitou said, “I alteady know where you are from.” “I know
you and your origins. Don’t show off. Quit selling yourself.”

The Master said, “Why do you accuse others?”” Dhyana Master
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A Bhﬁfl_gwf R Y H R Daowu said, “You must be mistaking me for someone else!” Accusing

7\ SfEn H‘j‘i_rﬁ £, IJF L‘%ﬁ N someone means that he has mistaken him for someone else. Maybe
TR AT ;Jif[j\ &J ::9%} T S 2 what you’re saying is incorrect. In other words, why do you mistake

ST ﬁﬂ’ﬁ?? P i['fﬁ mé for someone else and make me say something incorrect? Shitou
o ,EE_%JUTF i ﬁ[_ﬁ"'ﬁjﬂfﬂ by said that he already knows where the Master came from. But the

Master believes that Shitou cannot identify people correctly and
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Shitou doesn’t understand him.
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ERR NI P Shitou said, “You are physically here now.”
iF:;JFF:[ oy ' Hﬂﬁ'ﬂ‘é?ﬁi/ﬂfé ’ E‘[?ﬂ/[' The Master said, “Although that is the case, how does one
iz > e w"—r‘ﬁﬁEWﬁﬁ%’ ' BE ultimately instruct those of future generations?” Dhyana Master
’]ﬁfq_lﬁ ] E "ﬁ’]ﬁr" l]g H;%E]l/? I Daowu said, although that’s the case, what method will you ultimately
fFfLL 14 /E{jj\a B4 J}ﬁiﬂj e :’sr]”* {%4 E 4 use to teach future generations?

M9 TRIYE Y ﬁﬁ%xi % L He (Shitou) said, “Who are those of future generations that
o TR ﬁgz L7 %4‘ s o you are referring to?” Shitou said, “Why don’t you tell me about

future generations?” Dhyana Master Daowu was speechless. He didn’
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know who were those of the future generation because there would

be many coming after him and he didn’t know which one would be

e ’LLJT i[LE_%EPHB— (25T = the right one.

A @JP{?‘E » T llFf HJ The Master thereupon became enlightened instantly. This
|:'F' FEJ H F'F I ﬂkjﬁi e Eﬁgzi question, “Who are those of future generations that you are referring
ES j‘H :j J I%ELJFHIJ e to?” made the Master understand.

L L ~E ﬂ‘j:[_ i~ ﬂﬂl[ﬂ%ﬂj He resided in Tianhuang and passed away on the 13th of
I;U'::I"T[ﬁ 807) A FHIZ F U the fourth lunar month, during the second year of Yuanhe [of
E| —{ Sl EE e T ﬂ‘j Emperor Xian of the Tang Dynasty, 807 C.E.] He headed for rebirth
[bl T D2 Fﬁ J[JUI o & o T r;[ then. Four people, Chongxin, Huizhen, Wenzi, and Youxian
SN NI inherited his Dharma. $0To be continued
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