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Further, as the person uses his mind to investigate to
the utmost point, he may see a Good and Wise Advisor
with whom he studied the Dharma in the past, whose body
undergoes changes. Right before his eyes, the Good and
Wise Advisor suddenly turns into an old man; in the next
moment he becomes a middle-aged person; and, in
another instant he turns into a young person. Then, if
the Good and Wise Advisor is a man, for example, he
suddenly changes into a woman, and the person thinks,
“Ohl! Probably in his previous life he was a woman.” Actually,
what he is seeing is not real. These changes are the result
of his false thinking.

Within a brief interval, various transformations will
occur which cannot be explained. Everything changes
and becomes different from normal. This is similar to what
people who take LSD experience. To them, everything
becomes brightly colored, and they cannot see clearly. They
paint some bizarre paintings which no one can figure out,
because they just recklessly splash on the colors. After they
finish painting, some people say, “Wow! What a masterpiece!”
People actually praise them. You see? That’s the way it
goes.

“Is it the case that this cultivator has taken a drug?” you ask.
No. This experience is caused by the demon king. When
you take LSD, the demons are also at work, making you
experience changes.’

These states in the form skandba may change for the better
and for the worse. If the person has enough good roots,
the changes will be for the better. But people whose good
roots are insufficient will change for the worse. There are

all sorts of transformations.

NOTE 6. THE VENERABLE MASTER’S EXPLANATION IN JANUARY,
1983
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Venerable Master: In our investigation of the Fifty Skandha-
demon States, everyone is welcome to bring up an opinion.
We want to use everyone’s wisdom to investigate the
principles. In the Dharma-ending Age, everyone is greedy for
quick results and shortcuts. They think they can get a lucky
break, just like people who gamble and win at the first try. So
some people go running around to a lot of different places.
They study esoteric practices and various other dharmas.
They hear this place has something to offer, so they go there.
Then they hear that place has something, so they run over
there. Running here and there, they waste all their time on
the road; but in the end, they don’t understand anything. We
should all recognize this kind of state. If we don’t, it will be
very easy for us to go astray.

Disciple: It’s like taking drugs, which is a serious problem
in Western society. You could say that hallucinogenic drugs
are transformation bodies of demons. The demons come up
with a new form of drug and everyone becomes addicted to
it. Even though people don’t really need to take the drug, a
demonic energy combined with their own habits causes them
to get hooked. Nowadays there are many deviant teachers
who, without the help of drugs, hypnotize people and cause
them to see lights and various things. This happens because
the drugs in people’s bodies are acting up.

This state is called “having an improper and deviant
mind which is possessed by a li-ghost, a mei-ghost, or a
celestial demon, and without reason speaking Dharma
that fathoms wondrous truths.” When a ghost or a demon
from the heavens enters your mind, you may act like those
people who claim they know how to lecture the Sutras or
speak the Dharma, or who call themselves enlightened,
elder masters. Such people start speaking the Dharma for no
reason, with no idea what they are talking about. They say
they have fathomed wondrous truths, but they have not really
done so. They are not really speaking the Dharma either. They
take what is wrong to be right and claim that their Dharma is
the most wonderful. Praising themselves and putting others
down, they call themselves the foremost elder masters.

It does not indicate sagehood. This state is not a good
one. If he does not think he has become a sage, then the
demonic formations will subside. They will disappear.
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