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The Venerable Master, Dharma Masters, and good and wise
advisors, good evening]

My name is Qingnan Wang, Last time I mentioned the biography
of Wang Feng-yi—Good Man Wang. Today I will continue to speak
and share with everyone. We always hear the phrases“benefiting
self and benefiting others,” and “saving living beings,” but when we
actually do these things, we discover that it is not easy. However, in
the unique environment of the Sagely City, everyday there are many
people and matters that are related to benefiting self and benefiting
others. Such opportunities happen all the time. This place, a friend
of mine told me, is the real Dharma Realm Buddhist University
(DRBU). Actually, Dharma Realm Buddhist University does not
necessarily have fixed classrooms; every corner in the Sagely City
belongs to DRBU. But as we are cultivating in a community, the
issue arises of how to integrate community living and cultivation.
In Good Man Wang’s book, there are many circumstances that are
enlightening, which I think are meaningful, and hence I will classify
them into several aspects and share them with everyone.

First of all, if you wish to save others or save yourself, besides
having the expedient means of knowledge, you need to be
responsible; you have to expend alot of energy to accomplish a task.
If you only did things on a supetficial level, you wouldn’t accomplish
anything. We will first begin looking at the Record of the Words and
Deeds of Good Man Wang, in which he said, “As for the Way, you have
to advance upon it, not demand it; if you demand it by force and
obtain it, then that is a debt.”” If a father were to demand his son’s
filial respect, he would be indebted to the son and would have to
repay the debt in future life. If the father demands his son’s filial
respect, then even if he gets it, it has no flavor. Hence Good Man
Wang said that what you get by demand is not filial piety.

If that is the case, then how does one educate one’s children? If
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the father knows his child’s good points, then even if he beats and
scolds him, the child will be happy. In order to educate him, first
you have to know where his strength lies.

The following example illustrates that the amount of energy you
have to expend is related to the intensity of karma.

There was someone by the name of Zhou Rui-ying, whose mother
wanted to kill her adopted son. When Zhou Rui-ying noticed her
mother’s malicious intent, she asked her, “Why do you want to kill
brother?” Her mother replied, “If I kill him, you will inherit all the
family estates.” Since her mother’s will was very strong, Zhou Rui-
ying vowed that if her mother did not change her mind, she would
hang herself. In this way she managed to stop her mother. Good
Man Wang commented, “Her mother’s wish to kill her adopted son
was very strong. If Zhou Rui-ying had not been determined to die
in order to exhort her, she would not have succeeded in changing
her mother’s mind. It is like a scale: if you place an eight-ounce
object on one end and not on the other, the scale will not balance.”
Whenever you encounter a particular karmic event, you must figure
out how much energy you need to expend.

This example tells us that if we really want to help others, and
we see that they are inflexible, zealous, and strong-willed, then we
must expend an equal amount of energy in order to succeed.

The second facet of this is that each person does not just play
one role. It is not enough for you to perform one role and take care
of one aspect. In reality, you have to strike a balance among many
aspects. There are many examples. Let us begin from the family.

Good Man Wang said, “A stepmother in the family has two roles:
First, she has her obligation to her husband, and second, she exerts
an influence upon the children of the former wife. Hence it is said
that the stepmother should not do her best in taking care of her
husband’s clothes and socks. Instead she should leave some room.
If she were to do an excellent job, then the children of the former
wife would not be able to show their filial respect. She should give
them a chance to show their filial respect. If the stepmother did
everything perfectly, the children would not have any opportunity

to show their filial respect, which would be wrong.

$>To be continued
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