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A verse in praise says:

Twice he bowed to Dhyana Master Shitou.

He was like pure gold being smelted hundreds of times.

Not doing a single thing could not be described by thousands
of sages.

Atop a stone, a flower bloomed.

A fragrant breeze wafted everywhere.

His one sustained cry resembled thunder and lightning.

Commentary:

Twice he bowed to Dhyana Master Shitou. The Master was with the
Venerable Shitou one time, and then he left. Later he went back to study
with Master Shitou again. The Master went twice to bow to Dhyana
Master Xiqian.

He was like pure gold being smelted hundreds of times. He was
like gold smelted in the fire. He was smelted again and again in the fire.

Not doing a single thing, not doing anything at all, could not be
described by thousands of sages. Thousands of sages could not
recognize it.

Atop a stone, a flower bloomed. On a stone, a blossom opened.
A fragrant breeze wafted everywhere. The fragrance pervaded
everywhere.

His one sustained cry resembled thunder and lightning. His one
long cry was like the call of a dragon or the roar of a tiger, resembling
the sound of thunder with the brightness of lightning:

Another verse says:

When first bowing to Shitou, the Master had not yet tallied with
the deep and profound.

Under Mazu’s guidance, he awakened to his original source.
Nothing was done; nothing was going on.
Thousands of sages could not describe it; what is there to say?
We’ve always lived with it; rarely do we come to know it.
Now he personally and thoroughly understood the past causes
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and conditions.
Like thunder and like lightning, his prolonged roar
Roused confused people from their ten-thousand-year dreams.

Commentary:

When first bowing to Shitou, Dharma Master Weiyan left the home-life
at the age of seventeen. He studied first under Dhyana Master Xiqian. The
Master had not yet tallied with the deep and profound. He did not
understand the wonderful Dharma of the unproduced. That was why Dhyana
Master Xiqian told the Master to study with Venerable Mazu.

Under Mazu’s guidance, he awakened to his original source. Studying
under Master Mazu, he was awakened to his original source. He understood
what his original face was. Under Mazu’s guidance, he understood his mind and
Dhyana Master Xigian. When the Master was sitting on a rock and cultivating,
Dhyana Master Xiqian saw him. He did not know whether the Master was
really enlightened or not, so he asked him, “What are you doingr”’The Master
said, “I am not doing anything,” Nothing was done; nothing was going on.
Dhyana Master Xiqian asked the Master again, “You said you are not doing
anything, What is this ‘not doing anything’ that you are doing?” Thousands
of sages could not describe it; what is there to say? One cannot describe
it in words.

We’ve always lived with it; from the beginning we have been together
with our self-nature. But we have mistaken thieves for our own children and
have not been able to recognize our own original nature. Rarely do we come
to know it. Few recognize it. We are not able to understand our own mind
and see our own nature.

Now he personally and thoroughly understood the past causes and
conditions. Only then was he aware of his past causes and the effects that
followed from them. All the causes and conditions of his pastlives and present
lives became clear to him.

Like thunder and like lightning, striking like a thunder clap with the
brightness of lightning, his prolonged roar resembled the moaning of
dragons and the roaring of tigers. It continuously echoed loud and high up
to the sky and roused confused people from their ten-thousand-year
dreams. Confused people who had attachments awoke from the dream
that had gone on for more than ten thousand years. They did not dream any

more.

(The End)

AZE4%  Venerable Master’s Dharma Words
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What is the “wordless Sutra”? It is when not a single thought arises.

o fFRE—BRE

If you can be without a single thought, you will naturally return to
a state of empty stillness.
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