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Chinese and American Students Celebrate
the Lantern Festival Together
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By Sabrina Lee, tenth grader at Developing Virtue Girls School

English translation by Wu Xiao
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On Friday, February 18, Instilling Goodness and Developing Vir-
tue Schools hosted an early celebration of the Lantern Festival
(Fifteenth Day of Chinese New Year), joined by over a hundred stu-
dents and teachers from four local schools: New Morning Montessori
School, Nokomis Elementary School, River Oaks Charter School, and
the Waldorf School. The program included Chinese orchestra, Chi-
nese traditional songs—"Clear and Even Tune” and “In the Orchard”,
“Gong Xi, Gong Xi (Happy New Year)” sung by the elementary
school, Chinese traditional dance “Welcoming Our Guests,” and the
lion dance and dragon dance. The preschoolers from New Morning
Montessori also performed a dragon dance. The three hundred some
people in the audience were delighted with the performances.

On Saturday, students in the Girls Dorm celebrated the Lantern
Festival. Assistant Principal Bhikshuni Heng Jen Shi made a special

8 . treat—pizza muffins. The students made Chinese New Year cake and

tofu balls. Dorm Supervisor Bhikshuni Heng Jung Shi offered stir-
fried asparagus and the traditional sesame-filled rice balls in soup. I
made a refreshing dish of almond-tofu that everyone praised. That
night, all the girls walked through the back of the City of Ten Thou-
sand Buddhas, each holding a lantern in her hand. Then everyone
lined up to play “Spelling Characters” and “Turning Lanterns On and
Off"—people stood in a circle and turned their lanterns on and off in
order, creating a neon-sign effect. Everyone’s favorite was “Fairy
Wand,” where each person takes a turn lighting up the fairy wand.
What fun it was! The air was filled with holiday spirit!



