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ANNOUNCING A NEW SERIES

In 1990 the Venerable Master Hua led a delegation on a tour of Europe. During the trip he gave over twenty lectures, in
which he advocated that the Mahayana and Theravada traditions of Buddhism re-unite, and that all religions join together.
The Master also emphasized the importance of education as the wonder-drug for rescuing people and saving the world, and
as the fundamental form of national defense. In addition, the Master invited people from around the world to pool their talents
and cooperatively translate the Buddhist canon into all languages, so that Buddhism may spread throughout the world.

] The Dharma talks the Master gave in Europe have already been compiled into a book and published in Chinese. Starting
in January of next year, this journal will publish the English translations of the talks for the benefit of Western readers.
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The name of Medicine Master Vaidurya Light Tathagata has saved many of us from falling into the three evil paths. If this
Buddha's name didn't exist in the world, all of us might have fallen into the hells, turned into hungry ghosts, or become
animals long ago, and it would be very difficult for us to become humans again. But because of Medicine Master Buddha's
vows, even if you have committed the ten evils, or broken the precepts or the rules of pure eating, if you hear this Buddha's
name with its myriad virtues, you will attain bliss and be freed from offenses, suffering, and birth and death.

For these reasons the Venerable Master lectured on the Sutra of the Merit and Virtue of the Past Vows of Medicine
Master Vaidurya Light Tathagata in 1983 at Gold Wheel Monastery in Los Angeles. These lectures have been published in
Chinese as a book. Beginning with the January issue, they will be published with English translation in this journal so more
people can read them.

Sincerely, The Editor




