
The Bodhi Mirror

Introducing Bhikshuni Heng Kwan

In 1988,when Bhikshuni Heng Kwan (恒寬 "ConstantlyExtensive")was still a laywoman,shewas
driving homefrom work oneday whenshespotteda long-timefriend waving to her on the roadside.
Shepulledup; the friend hoppedin andaskedfor a ride home.Thenher friend took out threecassettes
from herpurseandsaid,"This is a presentfor you; I just broughtthembackfrom SoutheastAsia." She
insertedone of the tapesinto the cassetteplayer in the car and it startedto play. The soundsof the
VenerableMaster Hua's Dharmarang out. Heng Kwan recalls her first impressionof hearing the
VenerableMaster'ssound,"In aninstant,I felt refreshedandcool.Thefires of my desireandignorance
seemedto vanishall of a sudden.Thatmarkedmy initiation into Buddhism.Before,whereasmy friend
hadtried manyexpedientsto getmeinterestedin Buddhism,I hadnot beenreceptive.But now I began
my searchfor thetruth."

In October1988,whenthe VenerableMasterandhis delegationvisited Taiwan,HengKwan went to
listen to his lectures.Shedecidedto go forth from the home-lifeshortly thereafter.Shewasordained
into theBuddhistministry in JanRanTemplein Taiwan,1988.Havingservedon theeditorialboardof
a Buddhistmagazine,Field of Blessings, sheis particularlyinterestedin editing,writing andpublishing
Buddhist literature.Shehas also takenpart in charity relief work for helping the poor and disaster
victims in Taiwan.

In August, 1989,Heng Kwan cameto the City of Ten ThousandBuddhas.As a Buddhistnun, she
enjoys the rigorous scheduleof study and practiceof the Dharma.Becauseof her concernfor and
interestin people,shehasbeenengagedin socialservicefor severalyearsandcontinuesto helporient
thedevoteeswho comefrom abroad.

Her interestin theDharmagrowsstrongereveryday."The City of TenThousandBuddhasis anideal
placefor cultivation.Thefourfold assemblypracticetogetherin harmony.Within similarity therecan
bediversity.Here,you cangive up your smallegoandfind your trueself."


