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177. People Receive the Precepts and a Tiger Takes Refuge  

During the winter, the Dharma 

protectors persistently requested that the 

Master transmit the Precepts; but the 

walls of the buildings had collapsed, and 

the dwellings were all but destroyed. 

They were uninhabitable, so makeshift 

structures of thatched palm and bamboo 

were put up for the guests to stay in. The 

gentry of Canton and Shao Chou arrived 

with their households, several hundred 

people in all, bringing soldiers for 

protection. A large number of people 

took refuge. On the seventeenth day of 

the eleventh lunar month, during the 

transmission of the Bodhisattva Precepts, 

night had fallen when suddenly a tiger 

arrived to take refuge. Everyone was 

aghast, but the Master transmitted the 

Refuges and the Precepts to him. The 

tiger bowed its head three times and was 

very tame. The Master said, "This tiger 

knows enough to take refuge with the 

Buddha. There are no two ways about it: 

the hearts of humans and the hearts of 

animals are equally endowed with a 

treasury of brilliance."  

The gatha says:  

The King of Beasts bowed down to 

the King of Dharma,  

Taking refuge and protecting the 

Platform of the Precepts.  

Every year it came to prostrate itself 

in reverence,  

Month after month being perfumed 

with the fragrance of holding 

Precepts. 

******************* 
Upcoming Special Events  

at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas 

Mar. 26 eve - Apr. 16, 17, or 18: Ten Thousand Buddhas Jewelled Repentance  

Apr. 8: Sunday celebration of Chundi Bodhisattva's Birthday  

Apr. 29: Sunday celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha's Birthday 


