Sanskrit Lesson

From the Vajra Prajna Paramita Sutra

ATHA KHALV RYU&}MRN SUBHUTIR UTTHAYASANAD
EKAMSAM UTTARASANGAM KRTVA DAKSTNAM JANU-
MANDALAM PRTHIVYAM PRATISTHAPYA YENA
BHAGAVAMS TENREJALI}; PRANAMYA BHAGAVANTAM

ETAD AVOCAT.

Then the Elder Subhuti, having
arisen from his seat, having bared one
shoulder of his upper garment, having
placed his right knee on the ground, and
having placed his palms together before
the Honored One, said this to the Honored
One:

Issue #235 discussed how
"upper garment" is a
Descriptive Determinative Compound, in
Sanskrit known as a karma-dharava type
compound. There are six types of
compounds in Sanskrit, known as the
meaning "six," and gﬂmggg
meaning "compuund L

$ad Samasah Six Types of Compounds

1. Karma-dharaya. Descriptive Determina-
tive Compound.

2. Tat-purusa. Dependent Determinative
Compound.

3. Bahu- Itlhl Possessive Adjective Com-
pound.

. Dvandva. Copulative or Aggregative
= Compound.
5. Avyayi-bhava. Adverbial Compound.

6. Dvi-gu. Numerical Determinative Com
pound.

The classifications are aids to
analyzing the relationships among the
words which make up the compound.

g - Compounds, or Descrip-
tive Determinative Compounds. Qng;ggg
literally means "bearing" or "support-
ing," and karma means "deeds." There-
fore, these are described as "deed-
supporting” compounds. The explanation
of why these compounds have such a name
is as follows: The substance supports the
function, which is the meaning of "deed-
supporting." In such compounds, although
there are two elements, in substance they
result in a single noun. A single
substance supports a single function, and
so these are called "deed—supportlng“
compounds . An example is -yana
"Great Vehicle." Maha "great" has seven
meanings and is "great" in contrast to
"small."™ Yana "vehicle" has the meaning
of transporting. Since its course is
that of rescuing, its great substance
supports the function of transporting,
and so it is called the "Great Vehicle."
Another name for this kind of compound
is "identical reliance," which refers to
how the two elements of the compound rely
on a single substance. For example, in
maha-yana, both mah3a and y3na rely on
that single substance--hence the name.
Another example is_ alaya- xi;ngnﬁ "Store
Consciousness." "Store" is the
consciousness (vijnana), and that con-
sciocusness has the functieon of support-
lnq _the function. Therefore, &alaya-—
g;Jngnﬂ is a compound of the "deed-
supporting" type. Both elements, "store"
and "consciousness," identically rely on
a single Dharma substance, and so the
compound is also said to be of the
"jdentical reliance" type.

--to be continued

Upcoming Special Events at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Mar. 11 Sunday Celebration of Gwan Shr
Yin Bodhisattva‘s Birthday
(actual day Mar. 15)

Mar. 11 evening - Mar. 14 evening Three
days of recitation of Gwan Shr
¥Yin Bodhisattva‘s name

Mar. 26 evening - Apr. 16, 17, or 18
Ten Thousand Buddhas Jewelled
Repentance

Apr. 8 Sunday Celebration of Chundi
Bodhisattva‘’s Birthday (actual
day Apr. 11)

Apr. 29 Sunday Celebration of Shakyamuni
Buddha’s Birthday (actual day
May 2)



