Sanskrit Lesson

From the Vajyra Sutra

8T8 SR A AT
CHTAAIRTH ] af?rvrﬂl‘;!
qu+ gft=y gfAwsrE 39

\FTIRAARATR I T

ATHA KHALV AYUSMAN SUBHUTIR UTTHAYASANAD
EKAMSAM UTTARASANGAM KRTVA DAKSINAM JANU-
MANDALAM PRTHIVYAM PRATISTHAPYA YENA
BHAGAVAMS TENANJALIM PRANAMYA BHAGAVANTAM
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Then the Elder Subhuti, having
arisen from his seat, having bared one
shoulder of his upper garment, having
placed his right knee on the ground, and
having placed his palms together before
the Honored One, said this to the Honored
One:

The uttarasanga is one of the three
robes which, along with the begqlng bowl

(patra) and SLttlng'cloth (B1E;ggng), are
the basic possessions of a Bhikshu. The
ganeral name for the robes, which in some
tradltlcns developed into precept "sashes "
is Rg;ﬂgg. The name refers to the stain-
like reddish-yellow ceclor which is the
regulation for the robe. When
differentiated, there are three types of
robes or sashes. All three of them are
rectangular in shape and are comprised
of a fixed number of pieces of cloth.

The Three Robes

1. The sgﬁghﬁ%%. As the name
indicates, this is the "assembly robe,"
worn when the Sangha convenes on formal
occasions such as the bimonthly precept
recitation and ordination. It is com-
prised of nine or more pieces of cloth
and so is often referred to as "the nine-

piece h%&:xg " It is also called "the
great ro

2. The uttarasafga. This is the
nypper robe" or "outer robe," because it

is worn over the ;n;;xgﬁaagg It is also
called "the seven-piece oL
2 3. The ﬂnggzgaggha This is the
inner robe," which is worn next to the
body. It is also called "the five-piece
L]

Qne of the twelve types of ascetic
practice sanctioned by Shakyamuni Buddha
is to own no other clothes than one set
of those three robes.

--to be continued



