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169. The Vegetable Plants and Plum Trees Bloom  
with Lotuses: An Auspicious Omen 

 As the Abbot of Yün Ch'i (Cloud 

Abode) Monastery, the Master prepared 

construction materials, assembled 

workmen, and himself joined in the 

painstaking labor of reconstruction. A 

new monastery was built. Upon its 

completion, the Precepts were 

transmitted every year, the teachings of 

the Sutras were explained, and there was 

practice of dhyana meditation. During 

the Precept ceremony of 1926, the old 

and withered plum trees in front of the 

main hall blossomed with a large 

number of white lotus flowers. 

Throughout the vegetable garden, the 

plants bloomed into green lotuses. In 

each of the flowers was a majestic 

transformational Buddha, reenacting the 

following Sutra passage: 

Now I, the Buddha Nishyanda, sit 

here atop the lotus dais. 

All around, upon a thousand 

flowers appear a thousand 

Shakyan Lords. 

The gatha says: 

The withered plum trees bloomed 

with lotuses, 

Appearing through the aid of the 

forest-ruling spirits. 

Buddhas came to protect the 

location. 

There were thousands of 

Shakyamunis upon thousands 

of lotus petals! 


