New: from the Dharme Realn

Water Land anc Air Dharme Assembl

Buddhists arrive for Talmage assembly

Chinese delegation's first visit

By LI BE | WEN
Journal Correspondent

It was a touching almos tende scen: at the busy Sar Francisct airport Thursda wher 63 Buddhis
monks from mainlanc Chine walkec togethe througt the crowds of curious onlookers.

Traveling to the Wes for the first time, the delegatiol has come to attenc the Water-Land-Ai Dharmi.
Assembl' which open: Saturda ai the City of 10,00(
Buddha in Talmage.

Ming Yang leade of the Chinesi group said "We have
flown ovel the vas oceai anc ar rived al the beautifu anc
spler did lanc of the Unitec State of America which is sc
richly er dowec with natura resource anc sc advance in
hei scientific anc technologice achievements "

Yanc saic the Chinesi monks have come to the U.S. to
"promote friendship pray for peace propagat the Dharme
(the teaching of the Buddha) anc to extensivel establis|
wholesom affinities with the faithful."

The Assembl' they came to al tenc will be the first of its
kind helc outside Asia, according to Hsuar Hua
chairperso of the Dharm: Realn Buddhis Associatiol anc
abbo of five monasterie in the Westeri Unitec State anc
Canade .

It includes he said rites thal are the mos intensive anc
elaborat of all ceremonie in Buddhism performe( to
rescur anc liberate souls wha have diec in war anc othel
natura anc man-mad disasters accordin( to the Buddhis
belief.

In their bright yellow robe: with brilliant rec over-tunics
the Chines: walkec undaunte througt rushing travelers
wha stoppe! to stare take pictures anc make way for thenr
to pass.

The delegatiol was alsc met by a kneelin¢ groug of student anc teacher from the local monasterie s
wha coulc be hearc softly singin¢ a chan as the visitors approacher al which time the host« bowec
their head to the floor In a show of respec anc honor



The Chinesr delegatiol in clude: Abbot Ming Yanc representin the Guangj Monaster: in Beijing anc
the Longhu: Monaster in Shangha Abboi Zhar Char of the Jadt Buddh: Monaster alsc in
Shangha anc Dharm: Maste Ming Zhe of the Guangj Monastenr in Beijing , represe ting the
Buddhis Associatiol of China

This groug will be joinec by 500-60( othel Dharm: master from Australia Indonesie Taiwan Hong
Kong, Singapore Canad anc othei countrie: al the assembl in Talmage stay ing In the facilities there

The assembl rituals have a long history in Buddhism originatin¢ durinc the Lyanc Dynasty in Chine
in 50E A.D. wher a ceremon was compose anc becam the official Buddhis ritual for rescuing the
souls of those wha hac diec in war. The seven-da water lanc anc air ceremon will be followed by a
week-lon¢ Conferenc of Unitec World Religions

Leader of the world's majoi religions scholar anc seeker of truth anc prope beliel are in vited to
attend Hue said

For more Informatior abou the times of groug discussion anc speeche during the world religions
conference call the ac ministratior office at the City of 10,000 Buddhas 462-093¢ The conferenc is
oper to anyont¢in Ukiah anc a free vegetaria mea will be providec eacl day al na cos to participant s
in the conference.

Buddhis monks anc nuns from the monaster at the City of 10,00( Buddha chantei anc bowec as the
delegatiol from Chine flied by in one of the busy concourse ai the Sar Franciscr airport.

Buddhist assembly gets underway

By LI BE | WEN
Journal Correspondent

The openin¢ ceremonie for the Water-Land-Ai Assembl got underwa' Sataurda al the City of
10,00( Buddhas anc will reconven at 1C a.m today

The Grea Buddhi Hall on the ground: has beer decorate with rec lantern: anc large rec bar ner< with
message in gold Chines: character: Foui flag poles at the entranc gate fly the flag of the Unitec
States as well as those¢ of the Dharm: Realn Buddhis Associatior sponsor of the event

A delegatiol of 63 monks from Chine arrivec Thursda' to assis in performin¢ the elaborat :
ceremonie associate with the Assembly which is bein¢ re enacte in the local monaster for the first
time in the westeri world.

The assembly one of the mos' intensive in all the repentenc ceremonie In Buddhism doe¢ not
concerl environmente issues as the name might in dicate bui is devote( to saving souls wha diec
unexpected! in wars anc othel kinds of natura anc man-mad disaster: .

It is the Buddhists beliel that these¢ souls roarr in darknes anc undergc continua suffering until they
are rescue anc liberatec by those alive on eartl today

The purposi of the assembly accordin¢ to Hsuar Hua abbo of the monaster at the City of 10,000
Buddhas "Is to liberate the departe sc they'll be saved anc to teacl anc influence living peopleto turn
the light arouncon themselves "



"The ceremony, he said "is really prayin¢ for world peaci— sincerelr doing it.”

"We mus teact anc influence the living to bring forth a vas resolve for enlightenmen Everybod» has
to be especiall sincert to suppor the ceremony This is importan for world peace "he said

Speakini in ar interview before the conferenc openec Hue saic peopl¢ neec to be awakene to the
reason for the disaster anc the crises in the world, which he attributec to the conditior of men's
minds

The words usec in the ceremonie are from the writings of dharmi master of old anc from the
teaching of the Buddha.

Ceremonie will be conducte at various sites on the property of the City of 10,00( Buddhas In rituals
of tying up anc purifying the boundaries sendin¢ out talisman: anc message of in vitation to differen:
being: of the various realms

Othel ceremonie include making offerings to spiritua be ings bathin¢ the Buddhe im ages feedin¢
the ghosts transmitting the precepts seein off the sage anc sc on.

"Hu" or offerings of grair anc vegetable are placec in squarr wooder boxe: anc presente to the
myriac sentien beings of the three
realm: of existence.

Accordin¢ to traditions establishe
centurie ago the ceremonie lasi for
sevel days anc nights anc this
historica one in Talmage will
conclude¢on Saturday July 25.

For more informatior abou the times
of meeting anc ceremonie: contac
the ac ministratior office al 462-0939.

Three leader of the Water-Land-Ai Assembl underwa: at the City of 10,00( Buddhas are Hsuar
Hue (I-r), chairperso of the Dharm: Realn Buddhis Association sponsc of the event Ming Yang
leade of the delegatiol from China anc the group'«advisor Zhar Chan.

Historical Water, Land, and Air Dharma Assembly Held
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

A major world even for praying for world peaci came to a successft culminatior ai the Sagel City of
Ter Thousan Buddha on July 24, 1987 The week-lon¢ ceremony helc for the first time in a Wester
country receive( positive recognitior from the public media anc delightec the thousand whao came to
participat¢in the ceremonie.

The Water Land anc Air Ceremony the mos elaborat of all Buddhis repentanc ceremonie:;,
originatec in the sixth century Empero Wu of the Lyanc Dynasty togethe with virtuous Buddhis:
Dharm: Masters compilec this ritual for making¢ extensivi vegetaria offerings to botl sagel anc
ordinary being: living in the watel anc on the lanc throughou the Dharm: Realm Althougt the



ceremon' has beer revivec throughou all the major Buddhis center in China this is the first time it
has evel beer helc in full-scale in the West

The Sagel City was hos to abou one hundre« Dharme Master: anc lay delegate from the People's
Republic of China The Sangh at Longhu¢ ("Dragor Flower") Monastery heade by its Abbot,

Dharmé Maste Ming Yang "crossel the ocean anc came to Americe for this historica event Othel

guest of honoi with the delegatiol includec Dharm: Maste Jer Chan Abbol of Jad¢ Buddhe.
Monaster in Shangha Dharm: Maste Je Heac-Monk al Guangj Monastery Beijing; anc Dharmi.
Maste Jinc Hwei, Editor-in-Chie' of "Dharmeé Sound' Magazine Beijing, a< well as othe visiting

Dharmé Master: anc lay devotee from Harbin Manchuria.

Preparatior for this even were well underwa' ovel a yeal ago All the elaborat Dharm: instrument s
anc artifacts of adornmen sucl as canopies banners flags lanterns drums gongs icons anc images,
ceremonie robes tapestries paintec scrolls anc sc on, were made¢ especiall' for this occasior The

Dharme instrument alone thal were flown here from Mainlanc Chine weighec ovel four tons The

monks wha presider ovel the ceremonie are highly skilled in this ancien ritual. The saffror robes;
unde sashe of bright rec cloth stitchec with golder threac worn by the visiting monks were a brilliant

contras to the azure skie< anc verdan rolling hills surroundin( the beautifu Sagel City. Rec lantern:;
swaye( anc colorful banner flutterec in the gentle breeze Sound of ceremonie gongs drums

cymbals bells anc holy chantin¢ resonate throughou the Way-place The stately rituals combine|
with the magnificen music anc colorful pageantr inspirec deej faith in the heart: of the participants.

Ceremonie were conducte simultaneousl! in the Grea Platforrr in the Hall of Ter Thousan i
Buddhas anc the Innel Platform where altars--twenty-fou shrine: in all--were se up for the sagel-
realm: of Buddhas Bodhisattvas anc Arhats as well as for the commor realms of living beings:
revolving in the six path: of rebirtr (gods asuras humans animals hungry ghosts anc hell beings).
Severe senio master presider ovel the rites of worshig in the Inner Platform Ceremonie begai at
2:3Ca.m anc continuec on until the late hours of the night. In the large platform there was bowinc of
the Jewelel Repentanc of the Empero Wu of Lyang as well as Morning anc Evening¢ Recitation the
Granc Meal Offering at noon anc Universa Bowing to the Buddhas There were five othe! platforms
where the Sutra: were recitec arounc the clock by Sanghar anc laypeople The Rebirtt Platforn (The
Amitabhe Sutre anc recitatior of the Buddha' name) Prolongin¢ Life Platforn (The Vajra Sutra
perfec Enlightenmer Sutra Golder Light Sutra Sutre of Contemplatin the Buddha' Limitless Life,
anc others) The Dharm: Flower Sutre Platform Shurangan Sutre Platform anc The Avatamsak 1
Sutre platform Ovel ter majoi scripture: were recited The merit was dedicate severe times eacl day
in the Rebirtl anc Long-Life Halls, sc thai the souls of the departe wha have diec in disasters war,
anc from illness coulc be liberatec anc sen off to a gooc rebirth anc sc thal those now living would
obtair long life anc gooc health The meril of the entire Dharm: Assembl is especiall' dedicate to
world peace the longevity of world leaders anc the prosperit' of all nations Its aim is to teact anc
transforn bott the living anc the dead It is througl suct efforts as thest thai the violent energ) thar has
beer spreadin ovel the world car be eradicate anc replacer with ar auspicious healing light. It was
througl the sincerity of the faithful from many countrie: thal this extremel successft Dharmz.
Assembl was brough to accomplishment.



Photo above Twc of the five Elder Dharme Master: presiding¢ ovel the Yoge Ritual for Bestowini)
Sweet-De' Fooc to Ghost: with Flaminc Mouths This ancien ritual was performetcin its entirety for
the first time in the West.

Many of the rituals performer in the Water Land anc Air ceremonie hac neve beer seei before in a
Westeri country Severe of therr in particula will na doub' live on in the memorie: of all those wha
participater in them For five consecutiv nights from 6:0C p.m. until midnight the Yoge Ritual for
Dispensini Swee Dew to relieve the Hungry Ghost: with Flaming Mouths was performed This ritual,
evolvec from the Secre School is presidel ovel by five grea Dharm: Masters wha represer the
Buddha of the five directions Donning their magnificen five-Buddh: crowns the Master: re-enacte 1
a splendic ritual consisting of praises mantras mudras anc powerfu sutre passage to evoke the aid of
the Buddhas Bodhisattvas anc sageh Sangh of the ter directions to bles: the vegetaria food which
was ther offerec to the souls roaming in darknes whe have beer eternally undergoini hunger thirst,
anc grea distres from the time of their unfortunat deaths The intonation: anc richly-texturec
orchestratio of the Dharmz instrument made this ar extremelh moving anc inspirinc experience ai
times poignan anc ai othei times jubilant.



In addition the Precept for Wanderin¢ Souls were transmittec rescuin¢ therr anc ensuring their
rebirtk in the Pure Land On the seconi to last day of the Dharm: Assembly a Liberating-the-Living
Ceremon was held durinc which ovel six hundre( birds were giver the Three Refuge: anc ther se
free delightinc everyonithere

The Jewelel Repentanc of Empero Wu of Lyang one of the longes repentanc ceremoniein
Buddhism which took the entire week to perform consiste of bowinc to the titles of Buddhas,
intersperse with reciting passage from the Sutras Participant bowec on behal of all sentien beings:
anc dedicate the merii to their speed: liberation A holy anc reveren atmospher filled the Sagelv
City as hundred came anc went filled with respec anc awe for the Dharme anc a new-founc sens of
harmon'anc hope
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Photo above The magnificen "Sendin¢ off the Sages Ceremony the final even of the Water Land

anc Air Dharmeé Assembly Twentyfou Dharme Master bearin¢ gildec basin: containing the

dedications precede by flag bearer: anc lanterr bearers The colorful pageant replete with reeds:
anc pipes circumambulate the Sagel City, At the end the plaque: were burnec in the oper courtyard
anc dedication of thank: were madeto all the sage: throughou the Dharme Realm.

The closin¢ ceremon' on July 24tl was especiall' spectacula A long processior consisting of thirty-

six attendant carryin¢ streamer: flags glas: lanterns twenty-foul basin: of varicolorec pape image:;
to be burnec anc dedicate to wanderin¢ souls as well as the entire delegatior of the many laypeoplt:
whao sponsore vegetaria meals bearin¢ flowers anc censors filed out in full regalié anc

circumambulate the Sagel City. A sens of exhiliratior anc joy passe ovel the assembl as the final

verse: of dedicatiolr were sun¢ anc all the rebirtk anc long-life plaque: were burnec anc the merit

transferrec As the entire groug gathere in front of Five Contemplation Dining Hall for a groug

picture the Venerabli Maste made the following announcemer t:



"This week-lon¢ assembl has beer conducte in a way thai is in keepin¢ with the Dharma The
visiting Dharm: Master: have workec very hard anc the laypeopl¢ have beer extremel sincert anc
reverent anc for this reasor this assembl has beer a grea succes: This even has beer unprecedente d
in the history of the West but in the future there will be many more suct Dharm: assemblie: The
leader of the world's countrie: will soor recogniz: the impac this kind of ceremon has on world
peace anc they will invite lofty Sangh member to conduc Water-Lanc ceremonie in their own
countries.

"Today infinite number. of beings from the various realm« have beer liberated Wher the Bodhisattvii
Precept were transmitter this afternoon Marie Antionette alon¢c with het retinue of thousand wha

mel their death unde the guillotine durinc the Frenct Revolutior (18t century came anc received|
the precept anc were liberated The spirits of severe Americar president who were assassinatt alsc

came¢ anc took the precepts anc hence have beer reborr in the Pure Land The Dharmé: Assembl is

now complete however you shoulc continue to hold a Water Land anc Air Ceremon in your own

mind. At all times take acros: the being: of jealousy obstructivenes fighting, greed selfishnes: anc

dishonest within your own minds If you car constantl adher: to the Six Principle« of nc fighting, nc

seeking na greed na selfisk-ness no pursui of persone advantage anc nc lying, ther you will always

have ar adorne: place of the Way in your own mind. That's the essenc of the spirit of the Water Land

anc Air Dharma You shoulc embod: this spirit sc thai it car fill the entire Dharm: Realm reaching|
every single particle of dust.’

The Chinesi delegatiol departer amids many praise anc well wishes The Sagel* City will hos a
Conferenc of Unitec World Religions Augus 1 througt Augus 8.

WATEF, LAND, AND AIR DHARMA ASSEMBLY --recitir sutras in the Hall for prolonging Life anc
dedicatin¢ the meril especiall' to the health anc long life of the world leaders anc prosperity for
peopl¢ of all countries.



