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SUTRA:

"O BHIKSHUS PURNAMAITREYANIPUTRA HAS BEEN THE FOREMOST SPEAKER OF THE
DHARMA FOR THE PAST SEVEN BUDDHAS AND HE IS ALSO FOREMOST SPEAKER OF
DHARMA UNDER ME. HE WILL ALSO BE THE FOREMOST SPEAKER OF DHARMA UNDER
ALL THE BUDDHAS TO COME IN THE WORTHY KALPA, FOR WHOM HE WILL PROTECT,
UPHOLD AND HELP IN PROPAGATING THE BUDDHADHARMA. HE SHALL ALSO PROTECT,
UPHOLD AND HELP THE DHARMA OF LIMITLESS BOUNDLESS NUMBERS OF FUTURE
BUDDHAS TEACHING, TRANSFORMING AND BENEFITTING LIMITLESS LIVING BEINGS
CAUSNG THEM TO STAND IN ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI. IN ORDER TO PURIFY THE
BUDDHALANDS HE WILL BE EVER VIGOROUS AND DILIGENT IN TEACHING AND
TRANSFORMING LIVING BEINGS"

COMMENTARY:

Shakyamur Buddh: tells the Bhikshus "O BHIKSHUS, PURNAMAITREYANAPUTRA HAS
BEEN THE FOREMOST SPEAKEF OF THE DHARMA FOR THE PAST SEVEN BUDDHAS."
This Sounc Heare wha "hides the grea anc manifest the small” has beer the foremos speake of the
Dharmé for the pas sevel Buddhas.

The Pas Sevel Buddha:;

1. Vipashir Buddhe.

2. Shikin Buddhs.

3. Vishvabht Buddhe.
4. Krakuccand Buddhe.
5. Kanakamur Buddh:e.
6. Kashyap Buddhz.

7. Shakyamur Buddhg.



Why was Purnamaitreyaniput foremos speake of Dharm: unde the lasi sevel Buddhas The
phras "sever Buddhas actually include: Shakyamur Buddha but the Buddh: mention: himsel
specifically "Now, al present, he says "he is the foremos speake of Dharma.”

How did he getto be numbe one” I'll tell you abou the cause anc condition: behinc this. Long ago
limitless limitless aeon ago he was a persol wha couldn® expres himselt verbally anc he couldn®
speal the Dharma This is nol to say thal he was a mute he jusi couldn" talk very well.
Everytime someon was lecturin¢ on the Sutra: or Dharma however he made¢ a point of going to
listen Not only that wher he listenec to Sutras he would not have to ea to gei full or drink to satisfy
his thirst. He didn't ever neecto sleep But there' moreto it thar that At first he insistec on standing)
durinc the lecture to show his respeci Everyone else would be sitting down but he would stanc up.
Later he gol to feeling that standin¢ wasn' respectfL enough sc he knell wheneve anyon¢ lecturec!
on the Sutras If someon spoke the Dharma he would knee there with his palms together very
respectfully listening At thai time he couldn” talk very well. But he got a lot of experienc listening
to Dharme speaker bott gooc ones anc not-so-goo ones Ther he made¢ a vow: "In the future | will
certainly leave the home-life to becom« a Dharm: Maste anc | amr goinc to be the bes speake of
Dharma 1 will sit beneat the Dharme throne of every single Buddhe anc be foremos speake of the
Dharma | won'i be numbe two!" In every life he made thal vow. It was like planting a Bodhi seed.
Eventually the see( of unobstructe eloquenc sproutec anc he fulfilled his vow. He was borr in the
presenc of a Buddha anc he hac limitless wisdorr anc unobstructe eloquence He openei grea.
wisdom attaine( grea eloguence anc was numbe one in speakin(the Dharma Now you know. If
you want to be numbe one you have to have some¢ rea skill. If you don' you can" get thai position
This is a genere explanatiol of why Purnamaitreyaniput is numbe one al speakini the Dharma It
would not be possibl« to explair all the cause anc condition: in detail He receiver various benefits;
listening to the Dharme from various Dharm: Master: anc gainec various smal awakening leadin¢ to
his final awakenin¢ But we can" ga into all thal here

"AND HE IS ALSO FOREMOST SPEAKEF OF DHARMA UNDER ME." It's not eas to
becomi numbe one It's no simple thing. "HE WILL ALSO BE THE FOREMOST SPEAKEF OF
DHARMA UNDER ALL THE BUDDHAS TO COME IN THE WORTHY AEON." Whai is the
Worthy Aeon” It is the aeor we are presentl in, ar aeor which will se¢ the emergenc of many
worthy sages Shakyamur Buddhz is the fourth Buddhe to appea in the Worthy Aeon Krakucchanda
was the first. Kanakamur Buddhe was the seconc Kashyap. Buddhi was the third.

There will be a thousan Buddha appearin in the Worthy Aeon anc Purnamaitreyaniput will be
foremos speake of Dharme in every Buddha' assembly So you see¢ thal the numbe one positior
isn't somethini you car take by force He cultivatec to perfec his skill. If someon is a little bette
thar you, be carefu not to get jealou: of him. Don't think, "I can" let him be numbe one!" That is a
terrible attitude If you wani to be numbe one you have to work for it. You can" stea it. You can®
try to take it by force If everyoniagree thai you are numbe one ther that's different You can’
force the issue Thal would be like stealing someon else" money anc putting it into your
pocket There' na glory in suct riches In Buddhisn you can fight to be numbe one anc you be
jealous or obstructive just becaus someon hac a little talent How shoulc you be” You shoulc praise:
them” The more cultivatior someon has the happie | am Whoeve is intelligent anc wise | will
study with him." Don'l be jealous If you gel jealous you can" have any grea accomplishment,
becaus your mind is toc petty. Purnamaitreyaniput got the numbe one positior througt harc
work. Wher he listenec to the Sutras he didn't neec to eat drink, or sleep What is more wher he



hearc the Dharme he forgot absolutel everythin¢ else He hac nc othel hope: or false thought: as he
knelito lister to the Dharma.

In the pas there was cultivator callec the Living Buddhe of Gold Mountain  Where did he ge! his
name’ It was very easy He jusi wrote the two words "living Buddha' on his heac like a billboard
He told everyon« to call him by thai name anc they did. He jumpec off a many-storie: pagode anc
didn'tever get hurt! If anyone¢was sick, all he hac to do was touct then or blow a breatt of air
onthem anc they would getwell. Or he might have the sick persoir drink some of his saliva

or the watel he hac washei his feet in, anc they would get well. He callec this watel "Prajne soup!
Living Buddh: he may have been bul wheneve anyon¢ lecturec on the sutras nc matte wha they
were or whethe they lecturec well or not, he would knee right on the grounc to listen without a pad
or a pillow. If you lecturec for two hours he would knee there for two hours If a living Buddhe.
kneli to lister to the Sutras how mucl the more sc shoulc we "dead' Buddhas As a resul of sucl
bitter practices he gainec efficacious response Wher the monaster rar out of rice, the Abbot of
Gold Mountair would sencfor the living Buddha "Go gel us somerice!" the Abbotl would say and
the living Buddhe would come back with a lot of rice. How did he getit. He recitec a mantra saying
"Come onrice,comeonrice..." anc the rice showecup! That'show strang it was.

Purnamaitreyaniput "WILL PROTECT UPHOLD, AND HELP IN PROPAGATINC THE
BUDDHADHARMA." For all the Buddha of the Worthy Aeor he is first in speakini Dharma but it
isn't becaus he declarer himsell numbe one The Buddh: pronounce him numbe one You

shoulc all be very cleal abou this. | hope that none of you will fight ovel the number-on position If
you do, you'll just becomi thieves.

"IN ORDEF TO PURIFY THE BUDDHALANDS, to adorr anc purify all the Buddhaland: HE
WILL BE EVER VIGOROUS AND DILIGENT." Whoeve car be vigorous car purify anc adorr the
Buddhaland: So we are now translatin( the Sutras anc thai is purifying the Buddhaland: We are
not afraic of toiling for the future of Buddhism anc this is purifying the Buddhaland: For example,
whoeve works might think, "He's just sayin¢ thai sc it sound good He's just going to give us more
work!" That's not it at all. | would say the sam« things whethe you work or not. That's becaus |
haven' becom: a Buddha anc | don'' wani my lanc purified anyway Whethe you are lazy or
vigorous is entirely up to you. If you are diligent, you are purifying the Buddhaland: If you are not,
you are not purifying them There" somethin: else you shoulc be cleal about if you purify the
lands of othel Buddhas ther in the future wher you becom: a Buddha your lanc will be adorner anc
pure This is to take the Buddha' adornment as your own adornment: To purify othel Buddhalands
is to purify the Buddhalan of your own nature Since you are studyin¢ the Buddhadharm. in the
future you are certainly goinc to becom: Buddhas Therefore if you are lazy now, in the future your
lanc might be a lanc of ter evil turbidities You'll have twice as many turbidities as the lanc we are in
now! I'm not joking! It'strue If you don'i cultivate now, anc don" purify the Buddhaland: your own
lanc will be very unclean All of you gooc knowing advisor: shoulc deeply understan the
Buddhadharm: teact anc transforn living beings The Venerabli Purnamaitreyaniput taugh anc
transforme living beings The reasol | car lecture Sutra: now is becaus in the pas | was taugh by
the Venerabli Purnamaitreyaniputr | basically can' talk very well. I'm pretty plain anc ordinary
Althougt you don'i dare to lecture the Sutras you car say a few sentence Wher | was smal | didn'i
ever talk. Now, | am speakini Dharme to you becaus | have beer taugh anc transforme by
Purnamaitreyaniputr All of you shoulc resolve to purify your Buddhaland: One of my disciple::
said "Oh, now that we are puttinc out this magazine we'll have ever more work to do!"



| said "All the Buddha of the pas hac more work to da thar you, anc they weren' afraid.’
"Right," he said anc | believe now he'« not afraic of havinc toc muct to do.
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DHARANI SUTRA - This Sutre tells of the pas event: in the life of the Bodhisattvi of grea

compassio Avalokiteshvar. (Kuar Yin), anc the various ways of practicin¢ the Grea Compassion
Mantra anc its many benefits It is a fundament: Secre Schoo method The seconi half of the

publicatior is dividec up into three sections The first explain: the meanin( of the mantre line by

line. The secon has Chinesi poem: anc drawing: of division bodies of Kuar Yin for eact of the 84

lines of the mantra The last sectior contain: drawing« anc verse: in Englist on eact of the 42 Hands;
anc Eyes of Kuar Yin. This s the first Englist translatioi of this scripture
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