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B. TRUESUCHNESSACCORDINGWITH CONDITIONS

TEXT:

SECOND, AN EXPLANATION OF TRUE SUCHNESS ACCORDING WITH CONDITIONS.
THEREFORE, IN THE CHAPTER ON ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION, MANJUSHRI
BODHISATTVA SAYS: IF THE MIND AND NATURE ARE ONE, WHY DO WE PERCEIVE
ALL THE VARIOUS DISTINCTIONS? THIS POSES A SEEMING CONTRADICTION
BETWEENTHE CONDITIONSAND THE NATURE.

ENLIGHTENED CHIEF BODHISATTVA ANSWERS: THE DHARMA NATURE BASICALLY
HAS NO PRODUCTION.IT MANIFESTS AS HAVING PRODUCTION. THIS IS AN ANSWER
BASED ON TRUE SUCHNESSACCORDING WITH CONDITIONS. HE FURTHERSAYS: ALL
DHARMAS ARE BASICALLY WITHOUT FUNCTION, AND HAVE NO SUBSTANCE OR
NATURE. THIS SHOWS THAT IN FOLLOWING CONDITIONS, TRUE SUCHNESSDOES
NOT LOSE ITS SELF-NATURE. THIS AGREESWITH THE SHRIMALA SUTRA WHICH SAYS:
BASED ON THE THUS COME ONE'SSTOREHOUSE,THEREIS BIRTH AND DEATH; BASED
ON THE THUS COME ONE'S STOREHOUSE,THERE IS NIRVANA. AND OTHER SUCH
TEACHINGS.

COMMENTARY:

SECOND,AN EXPLANATION OF TRUE SUCHNESSACCORDING WITH CONDITIONS.True
Suchnessaccords with conditions but does not change; it does not change,but accords with
conditions. THEREFOREIN THE CHAPTERON ASKING FORCLARIFICATION, MANJUSHRI
BODHISATTVA SAYS: IF THE MIND AND NATURE ARE ONE, WHY DO WE PERCEIVE
ALL THE VARIOUS DISTINCTIONS?The Bodhisattvainquires,"If the mind is the natureandthe
nature is the mind, then why do we see so many distinctions? THIS POSESA SEEMING
CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE CONDITIONS AND THE NATURE. The nature and its
characteristicswouldseemto betwo. This is aparadox.



ENLIGHTENED CHIEF BODHISATTVA ANSWERS: THE DHARMA NATURE BASICALLY
HAS NO PRODUCTION.IT MANIFESTS AS HAVING PRODUCTION. THIS IS AN ANSWER
BASED ON TRUE SUCHNESSACCORDING WITH CONDITIONS. The Dharma nature is
basically not producedor destroyed. It manifestsas having production, but it is actually True
Suchnessaccordingwith conditions.

HE FURTHERSAYS: ALL DHARMAS ARE BASICALLY WITHOUT FUNCTION, AND HAVE
NOT SUBSTANCEOR NATURE. THIS SHOWSTHAT IN FOLLOWING CONDITIONS,TRUE
SUCHNESSDOES NOT LOSE ITS SELF-NATURE. All dharmashave no intrinsic mode of
operation,which is to say, True Suchnessfollows conditionsbut doesnot changeor lose its own
natureof TrueSuchness.

THIS AGREESWITH THE SHRIMALA SUTRA WHICH SAYS: BASED ON THE THUS COME
ONE'SSTOREHOUSE,THERE IS BIRTH AND DEATH; BASED ON THE THUS COME ONE'S
STOREHOUSE, THERE IS NIRVANA, the fruition of virtue. And OTHER SUCH
TEACHINGS also makethis principle clear. Birth and deathis the Thus ComeOne'sStorehouse
from thepoint of view of ignorance.Fromtheconfusedpoint of view, thereis birth anddeath.When
one is enlightened,there is no birth and death;there is Nirvana. In the pure Treasuryof the Thus
ComeOnethereis Nirvana.

4. THE ABILITY OF THE SPECIFICSTO MANIFEST THE PRINCIPLE

TEXT:

THE SPECIFICSARE CAPABLE OF MANIFESTING THE PRINCIPLE. THE PRINCIPLE IS
CREATEDWHEN THE SPECIFICSARE STIRRED. THEREFORETHE SPECIFICSARE FALSE
AND THE PRINCIPLEIS REAL. THAT WHICH RELIESON SOMETHINGELSEAND HAS NO
NATURE IS THE PERFECTLY ACCOMPLISHED REAL NATURE. THIS IS LIKE UNREAL
WAVES WHICH REVEAL THE WATER.

THE SUYAMA VERSESAYS:

HOW DO WE SPEAKOF THE SKANDHAS?
WHAT NATURE DO THEY HAVE?
THE NATURE OF THE SKANDHAS CANNOT BE EXTINGUISHED,
THEREFOREWE SAY IT HAS NO PRODUCTION.
IF WE INVESTIGATE THE SKANDHAS,
WE FIND THAT THEIR NATURE IS BASICALLY EMPTY AND

STILL.
BEING EMPTY, IT CANNOT BE EXTINGUISHED.
THIS IS THE MEANING OF NON-PRODUCTION.
LIVING BEINGSARE ALSO LIKE THIS.
SO,TOO,ARE ALL THE BUDDHAS.
THE BUDDHAS AND ALL BUDDHADHARMAS
DO NOT HAVE A NATURE OF THEIR OWN.

FURTHER,THE TEN PATIENCESCHAPTERSAYS:



THIS IS LIKE AN ECHO IN A VALLEY ARISING FROM
CONDITIONS,

SINCE THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION WITH REGARD TO THE
DHARMA NATURE.

THE SUMERUSUMMIT VERSESAYS:

COMPREHENDTHAT ALL DHARMAS
DO NOT HAVE A NATURE OF THEIR OWN.

PASSAGESSUCHAS THESEOCCURTHROUGHOUTTHE NINE ASSEMBLIES.

COMMENTARY:

THE SPECIFICSARE CAPABLE OF MANIFESTING THE PRINCIPLE. Within the specifics,the
true principle is manifest. In understandingthe specifics,you understandthe principle. If you don't
understandthespecifics,you won't understandtheprinciple. THE PRINCIPLEIS CREATEDWHEN
THE SPECIFICS ARE STIRRED. THEREFORE THE SPECIFICS ARE FALSE AND THE
PRINCIPLEIS REAL. THAT WHICH RELIESON SOMETHINGELSEAND HAS NO NATURE
IS THE PERFECTLY ACCOMPLISHED REAL NATURE, which is also empty. THIS IS LIKE
UNREAL WAVES WHICH REVEAL THE WATER. The wavesarenot real, but when the waves
arise,you seethewater.

THE SUYAMA VERSE--aversefrom the Chaptertitled "Praisesin the SuyamaHeavenPalace"--
SAYS: HOW DO WE SPEAKOF THE SKANDHAS?/ Whatis thebasicnatureof thefive skandhas-
-form, feeling, thought, activity, and consciousness.WHAT NATURE DO THEY HAVE?/ THE
NATURE OF THE SKANDHAS CANNOT BE EXTINGUISHED,/ THEREFOREWE SAY IT HAS
NO PRODUCTION./ The natureof theskandhascannotbe destroyed;it is all-pervasive. Becauseit
is not extinguishable,we alsosaythat it is not produced.IF WE INVESTIGATE THE SKANDHAS,/
WE FIND THAT THEIR NATURE IS BASICALLY EMPTY AND STILL./ The natureof the
skandhasis fundamentallyempty.BEING EMPTY, IT CANNOT BE EXTINGUISHED./ THIS IS
THE MEANING OF NON-PRODUCTION./

LIVING BEINGS ARE ALSO LIKE THIS./ SO, TOO, ARE ALL THE BUDDHAS./ THE
BUDDHAS AND ALL BUDDHADHARMAS/ DO NOT HAVE A NATURE OF THEIR OWN./ The
Buddhasthemselvesandall the Dharmathey spokeis actuallydevoidof a natureof their own, when
viewedin light of theprinciplediscussedin thisverse.

FURTHER,THE TEN PATIENCESCHAPTERSAYS: THIS IS LIKE AN ECHO IN A VALLEY
ARISING FROM CONDITIONS./ If you standon a mountainandsay,"Namo AmitabhaBuddha,"
the sound will come back from acrossthe valley, "Namo Amitabha Buddha!" Basically there's
nothing over there,but the words comeback anyway; SINCE THERE IS NO CONTRADICTION
WITH REGARDTO THE DHARMA NATURE./

THE SUMERU SUMMIT VERSE SAYS: COMPREHEND THAT ALL DHARMAS/ DO NOT
HAVE A NATURE OF THEIR OWN./ A versefrom theChaptertitled "Ascentto Sumeru'sSummit"
saysthat theself-natureof all theBuddhadharmasis emptyandhasno existence.PASSAGESSUCH
AS THESEOCCURTHROUGHOUTTHE NINE ASSEMBLIES.



5. THE PRINCIPLEOVERPOWERSTHE SPECIFICS

TEXT:

THE PRINCIPLE OVERPOWERSTHE SPECIFICS.AS THE SPECIFICSARE COMPLETELY
WITHIN THE PRINCIPLE, SPECIFICS ARE COMPLETELY ABSORBED. THIS IS LIKE
WATER OVERPOWERING THE WAVES, SO THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WAVES ARE
COMPLETELY ABSORBEDBY THE WATER. THEREFOREWE SAY THAT LIVING BEINGS
AND BUDDHAS NEITHER INCREASENOR DECREASE.

THE MANIFESTATIONS CHAPTER SAYS: IT'S LIKE EMPTY SPACE. WITHIN IT, ALL
WORLDS MAY BE IN THE PROCESSOF CREATION OR DESTRUCTION,BUT THE SPACE
ITSELF NEVER INCREASESOR DECREASES. WHAT IS THE REASON? IT IS BECAUSE
EMPTY SPACEDOESNOT HAVE PRODUCTION. THE BODHI OF ALL BUDDHAS IS ALSO
LIKE THIS, WHETHER BEINGS ACCOMPLISH RIGHT ENLIGHTENMENT OR DO NOT
ACCOMPLISH RIGHT ENLIGHTENMENT, BODHI DOES NOT INCREASE OR DECREASE.
WHAT IS THE REASON? IT IS BECAUSEBODHI HAS NO MARK.

IT GOES ON TO SAY: SUPPOSEALL LIVING BEINGS IN THE SPACE OF A THOUGHT
WERETO ACCOMPLISHRIGHT ENLIGHTENMENT. THAT WOULD BE THE SAME AS AND
NOT DIFFERENTFROM THEIR NOT HAVING DONE SOBECAUSETHE TWO STATESARE
IDENTICAL IN NOT HAVING MARKS.

THE SUTRA OF NO INCREASE AND NO DECREASE ALSO SAYS THIS. IT IS NOT
REFERRINGTO SOMELIVING BEINGSNOT BECOMING BUDDHAS WHEN IT SAYS THAT
THEREIS NO INCREASEOR DECREASE.

COMMENTARY:

THE PRINCIPLE OVERPOWERSTHE SPECIFICS."Overpower" means"exclude," or "cancel
out." This meansthat thereis only the principleandno specifics. Above, the specificscould pervade
the principle, and the principle could pervadethe specifics. The principle and the specificswere
unobstructive. Now, the principle excludesthe specifics. The principle is real and the specificsare
false. So the real cancelsout the false. Now we are speakingonly of the principle. AS THE
SPECIFICS ARE COMPLETELY WITHIN THE PRINCIPLE, THE SPECIFICS ARE
COMPLETELY ABSORBED. In the totality of theprinciple, thespecificsdisappear.The totality of
specificsis principle. Here just the principle is kept. THIS IS LIKE WATER OVERPOWERING
THE WAVES, SOTHAT THE INDIVIDUAL WAVES ARE COMPLETELY ABSORBEDBY THE
WATER. Before there were waves; now there aren't. The water is completely still. The water
representsthe principle andthe wavesrepresentthe specifics. Originally therewerewaves,but they
havebeenabsorbed.Originally thespecificsexisted,but theyhavebeencancelledout by theprinciple.

THEREFOREWE SAY THAT LIVING BEINGS AND BUDDHAS NEITHER INCREASE NOR
DECREASE. Whena living beingbecomesa Buddha,thereis not an increaseof oneBuddha,with a
correspondingdecreasein the numberof living beings.Whena Buddhaturnsthe compassionateboat
aroundandreturnsto saveliving beings,thereis not an increasein thenumberof living beingswith a
correspondingdecreasein thenumberof Buddhas.Why do we saythat?



In explanation,THE MANIFESTATIONS CHAPTERSAYS: IT'S LIKE EMPTY SPACE. Whereis
therean increaseor decreasein theamountof emptyspace?Within it, ALL WORLDSMAY BE IN
THE PROCESSOF CREATION OR DESTRUCTION. All that is includedin the two retributionsof
dependentand proper in all worlds may be in the processof arising or cessation,BUT THE
SPACE ITSELF NEVER INCREASES OR DECREASES,Empty space does not increaseor
decrease.If it increasedor decreased,it would not, by definition, be emptyspace. WHAT IS THE
REASON?IT IS BECAUSE EMPTY SPACEDOES NOT HAVE PRODUCTION. Nothing gives
birth to emptyspace.Nothingbringsabouttheextinctionof emptyspace.Althoughwe speakaboutit
in this way, emptyspaceis not final or ultimateeither.Manjushri Bodhisattvapoints this out in the
Shurangama Sutra wherehesays:

Emptinessariseswithin thegreatenlightenment.
Like a singlebubblein theocean.

Comparedto the greatenlightenednature,spaceis just like a singlebubblein the sea.You shouldn't
think that empty spaceis infinitely large. It's not bigger than the greatenlightenednature. Empty
spaceis not producedor extinguished. It hasno mark. The natureof enlightenmentis even less
subject to production, extinction, or marks. Empty space,however, emergesfrom out of the
enlightenednature.

THE BODHI OF ALL BUDDHAS IS ALSO LIKE THIS. Emptyspaceis not producedandthesame
is true of the enlightenmentof the Buddhas. All are like emptyspace,without form, without mark.
WHETHER BEINGS ACCOMPLISH RIGHT ENLIGHTENMENT OR DO NOT ACCOMPLISH
RIGHT ENLIGHTENMENT, BODHI DOES NOT INCREASE OR DECREASE. Regardlessof
whetherliving beingsrealizeenlightenmentor not, or whetherBuddhasreturn to the realmof living
beingsto savethemor not,Bodhi doesnot increaseor decrease.In emptyspacethereis no increaseor
decrease,likewisein theBuddha'sBodhi-- enlightenment--thereis no increaseor decrease.

WHAT IS THE REASON? There has to be an explanationfor this. IT IS BECAUSE BODHI
HAS NO MARK. Bodhi is just the enlightenednature.The enlightenednature has no form or
mark. IT, the Sutra,GOESON TO SAY: SUPPOSEALL LIVING BEINGSIN THE SPACEOF A
THOUGHT WERE TO ACCOMPLISH RIGHT ENLIGHTENMENT. THAT WOULD BE THE
SAME AS AND NOT DIFFERENT FROM THEIR NOT HAVING DONE SO BECAUSE THE
TWO STATESARE IDENTICAL IN NOT HAVING MARKS. This is just a hypotheticalsuggestion
usedto helpexplaintheprinciple. You shouldn'ttakethis asa statementof truth. IN this wholeworld,
there'snothing which is decidedly a certain and fixed way or decidedly not a certain and fixed
way. Thingsmayseemto beoneway, but thenthey turn out not to beall just oneway. Or theymay
seemto not be a certainway, but arefound to be thatway after all. If you candistinguishclearly the
ways in which things are a certain way and are not a certain way, then you are one without
attachments."A thought"contains900 productionsandextinctions,andyet a thoughtis perceivedof
asan extremelyshortperiodof time. It just depends,however,on whetheryou perceivea thoughtas
brief, for in fact, a singlethoughtcanpassthroughtensof thousandsof greatkalpas. A thoughtcan
also be perceivedas so brief that it doesn'teven fill a spacein time. Hearing that all beings'
accomplishmentof enlightenmentwould be the sameas their not having doneso, you may say, "If
that'sthe case,then studyingthe Buddhadharmaand accomplishingBuddhahoodis the sameas not
havingdoneso,so we'll just not botherto accomplishBuddhahood."No onetold you to accomplish
anything. If you areseekingto accomplishBuddhahood,you areengagingin greedythoughts."So I



won't engagein thatgreedythought,"you say. You don'twant to engagein greedythoughtsandyou
decideto startby eliminatingthegreedythoughtof becominga Buddha.Why don'tyou askyourselfif
you canrefrain from engagingin greedythoughtsfor food, for clothes,andfor sleep?Canyou refrain
from greedythoughtswhenyour eyesseebeautifulformsor your earshearpleasingsounds?Canyou

refrain from being greedyfor fine fragrancesand delicioustastes? Can you refrain from delight in
physicalcontactandfrom indulgingin mentaldharmas?

"Oh, I cancontrol my greedfor becominga Buddha,but the rest of thosethings I can'thelp but be
greedyfor!" you say.

How is it that you cannotcontrol your greedfor anythingexceptbecominga Buddha? Hmm. Look
into this closely. What'sreallygoingon here?

You can look into it all you want, but really, wanting to becomea Buddhais greed. It's a kind of
greedyou shouldn'tgive up,however. Besides,beinggreedyto becomea Buddhais betterthanbeing
greedyto becomea hungryghost! If you aregreedyfor forms,sounds,smells,tastes,thingsto touch,
andideas,it's very easyto becomea hungryghost,ananimal,or a hell-being.All thoseretributionsare
createdfrom greed,too--bygreedfor offenses,not greedfor goodnessandmerit. It's very dangerous.
I don'twantto saytoo muchaboutgreed,or your greedwill comepoppingout.

Thetwo statesof beingenlightenedandnot beingenlightenedareidenticalin not havingmarks. This
is saidto encourageyou to haveno attachments.Being a Buddhaandbeinga living beingarepretty
much the samething. It's just that one is enlightenedand the other is muddled.That'swhere the
differencelies.

THE SUTRA OF NO INCREASE AND NO DECREASE ALSO SAYS THIS. IT IS NOT
REFERRING TO SOME LIVING BEINGS NOT BECOMING BUDDHAS WHEN IT SAYS
THAT THERE IS NO INCREASE OR DECREASE. The meaningis that whether living beings
becomeBuddhasor not, thereis no increaseandno decrease.
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