We nao longel have a sens of shami abou whai we do. We have growr callouser anc
are covere( ovel by a thick fog of devian views anc don't se¢ where we are headec We
have taker up the false notior thai we are superio anc therefor¢ privilegec to exploit
othel being¢ in ordel to benefi ourselves Jus thail one though of superiority solidifies
the distinctior betweel sell anc others We believe we have the right to dc anc act as we
pleasi towarc othel creatures.

The twentiett Minor Bodhisattvi Precef say: that wher we se«¢ someon abou to kill ar
anima we shoulc think of a way to preven thal persor from doinc so Sc ther the
guestiol arises "What car | do% | can" possibly go out anc buy all the animals that are
destinei to be slaughtere anc liberate them.'

No, that is not possible but there are lots of othel ways in which we car help

1. We car work to deeply understan the source of the problen anc ther chang: our own
faults anc devian views In ordei to effectively do this, we mus remove our own greed,
hatred anc stupidity anc wake up to ar understandin of true principle

2. We car find constructivi ways to helg all humar beings wake up. We car da this by
puklishing books suct as CHERISHING LIFE (se¢ picture story this issue anc LIFE-
SOURCE OF HUMAN BEINGS (forthcomin¢ from BTTS). We car alsc explore many
differeni approache anc use a variety of method to gradually chang: the views that
peopl¢ have helc for sc long.

3. We car cultivate with true heart: anc rea determinatior Becaus we have creater sc
mucl heavy killing karma we alsc neec to liberate the living beings right within us The
only way to da this is to cultivate all gooc deed: anc stog doing all bac deeds The living
being: within us car only be savec if we car chang' out deeply embedde devian
knowledgt anc views We neecto becom: totally new people.

4. We car helg peopl¢ realize whai a pure anc auspiciou place the City of Ter Thousan 1
Buddha is. In our practice here ai the City, every part of our daily life is a methoc for
liberating living being¢ on a large scale Every mantr: we recite every ceremon we do,
every Buddha' or Bodhisattva' name¢ we are mindful of, every bow we make every
Sutre we translate every child we teact is pari of the proces of liberating the living. We
mus expanc our vision anc remembe what it is we are doing We shoulc wider our
scop¢ to gao beyonc just a vision of our own selve: anc our own families to ar
encompassir view of anc regarc for all othel living beings in the world. Rememberin )
thal in this Precef it say: very clearly thai all males have beer our fathel anc all female:;
have beer our mother we car increas our compassio until we come to have the sam¢:
regarcanc desireto save anc rescu all othel living beings as we have to care for our own
families If we car be this way, ther there may be a chanci thal we car turn the tide of
killing karme which threaten to enguli the entire world.



The Three Refuges
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INSTILLING AND CULTIVATING VIRTUE

BOYS" SCHOOL adnga fhe Thiee Refuges
agter (nfroduetony Spezched in English,
Chinese, and Vietnamede during recent
festivities o the Ten Theusand Buddhia
Hatl et the City of 10,000 Buddhas.



