Bodhi Stand Presents

Upasika Wong New Geok

"Gooc Knowing Advisors wher your owr minc takes refuce with your sefl-nature it
take: refuge with the true Buddha To take refuge is to rid your self-nature of egotisni
anc unwholesorr thought: as well as of jealousy obsequiousnes deceitful ness,
contemptuot pride, conceit anc devian views anc all other unwholesonr tendencies
wheneve they arise

"To take refuge is to be always aware of your owr transgressior anc neve to speal of
other peoples gooc or bac traits. Always to be humble anc polite is to have penetrate 1
to the self-naturi withour any obstacles That is takinc refuge.’

-from Chapte 6, Repentanc anc Reform
THE SIXTFPATRIARCH' PLATFORN SUTRA

Upasike Won¢g New Geolk (Niu Yu) was one amonc the thousand of faithful mer anc

womer wha took refuge with the Triple Jewe during the first visit thal a delegation
from the Sino-Americal Buddhis Associatiol anc Dharme Realn Buddhis University

unde the leadershi of the Venerabli Abbot, mad¢ to Malaysic anc othel parts of

Southeas Asia. Like many others the act of "returning the life anc body in homag to

the Triple Jewel' precipitater immediate change in hei life. It demande self-
examinatiol anc ar energeti attemp to changranc renew herself

"l gues one of my worsi faults is my temper | have beer gooc to everyoni else in the
family, but | have always taker advantag of the gentle consideratio my husban: has for
me Ovel the year: | have made unreasonab demand anc throwr tempe tantrum: at



him. | knew | was al fault, but the habit was sc stron¢ thal | couldn® bring myseli to
change.

But ther the decisior came to bow to a true teachel a genuine Gooc Knowing Advisor,
anc upor seein¢ her own reflectior in the mirror of his impeccabl mora virtue, New
Geolkwas movecto shame.

During the Openin¢ Ceremonie of the Ter Thousan Buddhz Hall in 1979 New Geok
came¢ anc paic homag: to the Sagel City, togethe with a Malaysiar delegatiol which
numbere severe hundrec strong In October 1982 al the Inauguratiol of the
Mountair Gate anc the Transmissio of the Complett Precept: New Geol came agair
to bow to the Buddhas This time she stayec well ovel two months Severel
monthe¢ prior to her actua date of departur for the USA, unusue circumstance begat|
to arise in hel life. For no apparer reasor New Geolk becam struck with a strean of
disturbin¢ anc melancholii thoughts Lasping into depressiot she ever contemplate 1
suicide Her days: were restles anc hel nights fraugh with bac dreams She ever hac
to resor to occasione sleeping pills, somethinishe hac neve done before The inertie
becam sc overpowerini that botl she anc her family hac doubt: abou hel being able to
make the long pilgrimage to the City. However New Geok insistec on coming anc in
late October arrivec with the Malaysiar delegatior .

The first few day: at the City, hei sufferinc came to a head It was as if she was carrying
some invisible heavy burder on hei shoulders A Kuar Yin Recitatior sessio was going
on anc there was round-the-cloc cultivatior duringc the festivities She followed the
assembl arounc anc around circumambulatin anc recitinc the Bodhisattva' name all
the while her eye« uncontrollabl brimminc with tears.

A growin¢c sens of sham: anc remorsi ovel hel pas indulgence anc mistake:;
filled hel heart On the day of the Opening Octobe 31, while the assembl was
circumambulatin outside New Geol quietly knell before the awesom statut of the
Thousand-Hande Thousand-Eye Kuar Yin Bodhisattvi anc made the
following vow: "I repen anc reformr of all my pas karmic deeds | vow neve agair to
use ange as a weapol agains my husbanc but from now on to be a considerat anc
good-nature companioi for him. | vow to exhaus my efforts in protectin¢ the Prope-
Dharma anc | vow to oper up true wisdon anc understandin in ordel to do my
job well."

In a little while, after rejoininc the assembl circumambulatin the hall, New
Geol made a turn sc that she came face-to-fac with the magnificien statuc of Kuar
Yin Bodhisattve Suddenl she saw a bright light streamini from the Bodhisattva's
face The statue’ face was transforme into a smile which was the very embodimer of
compassio anc forgiveness The nex moment New Geolk lookec agair anc the light
was gone It was a momentar manifestatior ar auspiciou sigr from the
Bodhisattve acknowledgin New Geok's plee thal hel repentanc anc reformr be
acceptec.



Anothei even that happene during het visit is worth relating New Geok's father-in-lan
hac passe away abou six month: prior, anc in her dream: she would sometime see:
him. This coincidec with the perioc of time wher she was experiencin the deef
depressior Wher she arrivec at the City, following the usua custom she dedicate a
plague of rebirtr to hel father-in-law Specia occasion like Recitatior Session are the
mos efficaciou: time to dedicatc suct memorials becaus the entire assembl with one
hear make: transference of all the meril anc virtue to bott the living anc
the deceaser After the erecter the plague a noticeabl chang: took place She felt a
lightening of the loac she hac beer carryinc arounc for months.

"Moreover Universally Expansive in the future mer or womelr may long be
bedridder anc in spite of their wishes be unable eithel to ge! well or to die. At
night they may drean of evil ghosts of family anc relatives anc of wanderin¢ ontc
dangerou roads In numerou nightmare they may roamr with ghost: anc spirits. As
thest dream: continue ovel a perioc of days months anc years suct person may
weakel anc waste away cry out in painin their sleep anc be depresse anc melancholy.
Chapte 6, The Thus Come¢ One's Praises
EARTH STORE SUTRA

Relyinc on the sincerity anc powel of the four-fold assembly New Geol crosse ovel
the beings thai haunter hel spirit anc experience a grea relief.

As hel innel vistas openel up, New Geol begal to deeply rejoice anc to understan i
the cause anc condition: thar hac brough hetto the City. Despite all the hardship anc
obstacle thai teste( hei prior to hel coming she founc the benefits gainec from the
pilgrimage transcendin the stee| requirement by a thousanc ter thousan fold. "The
othel day the Venerabl Abbot saic somethin: that really hit home | vow to take it as
my persone motto 'Hit me | won'i retreat Scolc me | won'l turn back I'll be a living
jewel within the Triple Gem." Every night durinc the Sutre lectures she felt deej
peact anc joy in her hear as the wisdonr of the Buddhe pourec in. It was as if the
Dharm¢ was especiall spoker for her

"Moreover Earth Store In the future gooc mer anc gooc womel may plani gooc roots
in the Buddhadharm by making offerings repairing stupa: anc monasterie: rebinding
Sutras or they may plani gooc roots only as smal as a stranc of hair, a mote of dust a
grain of sand or a drop of water Merely by transferrinc the merit from suct deed: to
the Dharme Realm those people” meritorious virtuous will be suct thai they will enjoy
superiol anc wonderfu bliss one hundrec thousant lives If they dedicat« the merit only
to their owr family anc relatives or to their owr persona benefit as a result they
will enjoy the bliss for three lives By giv ing up one a ten-thousan rewarc is
obtained.
Chapte 10, The Condition: anc Comparativi Merit anc Virtue of Giving
EARTH STORE SUTRA

New Geok understooc "My family situatior is sucl ar amiabl¢ one to begir with. You
coulc say thar | have the bes of all possible worlds as far as bein¢ a householde is
concernec But | have beer small-minder anc picky anc didn1 know my own



blessings The Sutre has enlightene me to caus: anc effect Now | know thai the
blessing | enjoy in this life are due to pas lives' cultivatior anc to giving to the Triple
Jewel Insteac of draining those blessings I shoulc make hasty step: to reinforce my
merit."

Why do some people live in tall mansion anc big estates
Becaus in the pas they made gifts of rice anc grains to the monasterie: .
Why are some«people replete with blessing anc abundance '
Becaus in the pas they erectectemple anc built huts anc shelters
Why dc some peopl¢ have loyal spouse anc filial children’
Becaus in the pas they tied up gooc conditionsin the Buddha' door...
We da the myriac deed anc reafg our owr rewards
As for sufferingin the hells--whc else car we blame but ourselves
Do not say thal caustanc effec is invisible;
It is manifes in your owr personin your childrer anc grandchildren
If, yoL da not believe in the merits of pure eating anc giving,
Ther take a look at those whc enjoy their gooc fortune now
In the pas they cultivated anc in this life they harvest
If in this life they cultivate ther they will amas blessing for the future..
The cause anc effect: of past presen anc future
Canno be spokei to their end
God: anc dragon: will not neglec thos¢ with wholesom intentions
If one cultivate: blessing within the door of the Triple Gem
Then for every part of joyous giving, one will reag ter thousan parts in reward
Sucl blessing are storecupin a firm anc solid treasury
Ta be enjoye(throughou future rebirths withou end
-fromthe SUTR/OF CAUSE! AND EFFECT¢ OF THE THREE PERIODS OF TIME



