Across the Sea of Suffering
In a Boat of Vows

-by Bhikshu Heng Tso

Before the Buddha anc Bodhisattva of the ter directions anc three period: of time,
before the Venerabli Abbot anc in the presenc of the four-fold assembly I, disciple
Kuo Yu (Heng-Tso) wish to make the following vows

1. 1 vow thai | will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one Bodhisattviin
the ter direction: anc the three period: of time to the enc of empty spactanc the Dharmzi.
Realn wha has not yet becomia Buddha

2. 1 vow that I will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one Pratyeka-
buddhi in the ter directions anc the three period: of time to the enc of empty spaci anc
the Dharm: Realn wha has not yet becomia Buddha'

3. I vow that I will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one Sravaki in the
worlds of the ter direction«wha has not yet becomia Buddha.

4. 1 vow thai | will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one humar being
in the worlds of the ter directions wha has not yet becomia Buddha.

5. I vow that | will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one asuri whao has
nol yet becom:a Buddha.

6. | vow thar | will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one anima whao
has not yet becomia Buddha.

7. 1 vow that I will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one hungry ghos
wha has not yet becomia Buddha

8. | vow that I will not attair the Right Enlightenmer if there is ever one beinc in the
hells wha has not yet becom:a Buddha

9. | vow to cultivate the Dharma of Grea Compassio of Kuar Yin Bodhisattvi by
recitinc the Grea Compassio Mantre 10¢ times daily, anc by cultivating to perfectior
the Forty-twc Hand<anc Eyes

11. | vow to life aftel life follow my teache the Grea Maste Hsuar Hua leave the
home-life with him anc helg him in his work of teachin¢anc transformin¢living beings

12. | vow to be reborr in Amita Buddha' Lanc of Ultimate Bliss in my nexi life anc
upor obtaining irreversibility to returr to the world to fulfill my vows



13. | vow to cultivate the perfectior of patience.

14. 1 vow to dedicati whateve merit | have attainec to all living being: to whorr | owe a
karmic debt sc that we may all quickly be borr in the Lanc of Ultimate Bliss
togethe ancbecomiBuddhas.

15. | vow to diligently anc carefully cultivate the Buddhas precept sc thai I may
becom:i a mode for all living beings.

16. | vow to manifes the appropriat body to teach protect anc encourag any living

beinc to the exhaustio of empty spaci anc the enc of the Dharme Realm who, ever with

a mind lacking sincerity recites the Grea Compassio Mantra the Shurangam Mantra

or the Forty-twc Hands anc Eyes | vow to stay with these living beings to protec anc

encourag then in cultivatior until they becom: Buddhas Wher they do becom::
Buddha | will take up a positior of responsibility in their Dharm: Assembly anc suppor:
anc upholc their Dharma.

17. | vow to ea one mea a day ai noon
18. | vow that all thest vows will be perfectec.

| VOW TO SAVE THE NUMBERLES LIVING BEINGS

| VOW TO CUT OFF THE INEXHAUSTIBLEAFFLICTIONS
| VOWTO STUDY THE LIMITLESS DHARMA DOORS

| VOW TO REALIZE THE SUPREMIBUDDHA WAY

Truly recogniz: your owr faults;

Do not speal ot the faults of others

Others faults are jusi your own

Bein¢ one with everythingis callec Greai Compassiot .

below citing the name: of representativ Buddhas There is the Buddhe whos¢ name is
simhe "lion." yasas the nexi Buddha' name mean "splendor or "renown." The
combinatiol of yasa: + prabhasi" radian light" in the nexi name¢ emphasize the grea.
radianc: of thal splendor The nexi Buddhe is name« dharme "Dharma,’ anc the
following has Dharme as the direct objec of dhare "maintaining,’ from root /dhr-
"bear/maintain/uphold The final Buddh: name« has dhvaje "banner' of Dharme as his
name.

Issue #1471 anc #14¢ explair the overal gramma of this passag anc its phrasing anc
othel lesson on the Buddhas name: have alread\ describe their formation Any of us
wha maintair anc suppor the Buddhadharm will be Dharma-Maintainin Buddha in
the future as<well as Dharm: Banne Buddhas — to be continuet|
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5, "Flower Store Adornec Se: of Worlds.' Describe the universecwe live in; the cominc

into bein¢ of worlds their wind wheels orbits mutua attraction anc sc forth. 25C
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