Bodhi Stand

UPASIKA BINA TENG (KUO WEI)

All living being« are swallowecup in the greai torrent's waves The) entel
the flow of desire the flow of existence the flow of ignorance anc the
flow of views They revolve in the whirlpool of birth anc death The) tos:
anc turn in the river of love They are carried away by the galloping flow
anc have nc leisure to contemplate They flow after awakening to desire
awakening to hatred awakening to harming anc do not give then up. In
the mids of thal they are seize: by the rakshasa of the view of a body
They are on the point of eterna entry into the dens: fores of love anc
desire They bring forth deej defilec attachmer towards wha' they
greedilylove Theydwellin the fertile plain of pride.
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"Part of my life is very muct as the Sutre describes. Upasik: Bina Tenc¢ recalls 'a dens::
forest chocke« full of love, desir¢, anc pride The corruptior wore on my spirit like rust
overwhelmin¢a piece of iron. It drew me away from the parts of myseli thai | hac respect
for. The more | tried to be the persol thai everybod: liked, the more | solc myseli shor
anc endec up losing all sens of self-esteen It wasn' until | encountere the
Buddhadharmr abou three yearsagc thar | saw a roac out of thai thick, dark forest."

Since Bina's home was just a stone' throw away from the Buddhis Lecture Hall, a Way-

place establishe by the Venerabli Abbot duringc his sojourr in Happy Valley, Honc

Kong, she got into the habil of going on the first anc the fifteentt of eacl lunai montt to

bow repentance chan the Buddha' name¢ anc the Grea Compassio Mantre anc ea

pure vegetaria food. The serenity of the Dharm: ceremonie soothe( hel screamin )
mind. In Decembel 1981 a delegatiol from Dharme Realn Buddhis University of the

Sino-Americal Buddhis Associatior unde the guidance of the Venerabli Abbot,

stoppe! ovel in Honc Kong on their tour of Southeas Asia. Bina anc ovel two hundre|
othel people¢ took refuge Althougt that was the first time Bina laid eye« on the Venerabli:
Abbot, he did not seen unfamilial to her at all. In fact, she hac dreame abou the Abbot,

long before that just as many of his othel disciple: do long before they actually mee
their teachel Immediatel she felt a deey affinity that weni back many lives. During the

delegation’ shor stay in Honc Kong, every time Bina saw hel teachel tears would well

up uncontrollably from hel eyes She felt like a prodiga child wha hac run away from

home anc aftel beinc tosser arounc anc abusec hac now finally come back to the

protective folds of hel compassiona father

"Why is it thai you seen sc familiar to me” It seem as if | have knowr you for sc long!"
she aske(hel teache amids sobs.

The Venerabli Abbotl smiled "Lasl life you were a cultivator But in ar unheede
momen you gave rise to a single false though of envy towarc some member of the laity.
You thought 'Oh, how eas they have it! They car worshig the Buddh: anc still enjoy a
family life anc worldly bliss. Sc this time arounc you got a taste¢ of that but it seem you
have discovere early thatit is not all you hac though it would be.'

The Abbot weni on to explair further "All it take« is for left-home peopl¢ to strike up a
single false though of desire or defilemen or envy towards the laity. Perhap they wish
thal they themselve coulc be a high governmer official, or a rich mar or the wife of a
rich man or any othei suct randon thought What do you know? In their nex life they
get exactly what they were false thinking about excep tha behinc the 'pay off' are
invariably hidder many bramble anc thorns Becaus some left-home people were not
satisfiec with beinc in Buddhis circles this life they are reborr in families thai believe in
heterodo: faiths or they are forcec to always be in the compan' of thos¢ wha harbo
devian views anc knowledge Becaus this is a karmic nef of their own making they gef
stuck in it anc can" pull themselve out. And so ever wher they encounte the
Buddhadharrr this life, eithel they can" stave off their own doubt: anc fears or they run
into tremendou oppositior from their kin to the point thai the snare anc traps becom::
suffocating As it is said "Wher the caus: grounc is nol true the resul will be crooked '



Sucl peopl¢ shoulc not blame heavel or complair abou othel folks. They shoulc learr to
shoulde their own debts settle their own scores anc pay up.”

Ther the Abbol went on to say "The very bes thing for peopl¢ to do in the world is to
cultivate the pure path the very worst is to get entangle in relationship of love anc
desire But people are strange Nine hundre( ninty-nine out of a thousan will turn their
back: on purity anc walk dowr the patl of defilement ever wher they know full well
thal they're goinc to gel burnec anc scarrec Becaus of uncleal false thinking they
becom: hopelessl involvec anc entangle: in relationship with others Thest people:
they involve themselve with ther becomi reborr as their close family kin. Mutual
antagonisr anc vilification continue for life after life. It's not always this way with
families but if you carefully observi how peopl¢ gel buncher togethe due to their
myriac affinities, you will see¢that their relationship are almos alway< a mixture of gooc
anc bad pure anc profane.

From beginningles time onward we anc all living being: have mutually
beer one another': father mother older brother younge brother oldet
sister younge sister son anc daughter Bui becaus we are filled with
greed hatred anc stupidity arrogance anc deceptivenes anc all sorts of
othel afflictions we have alsc mutually hurt one anothe anc reciprocally
exploitec one another We have lusted raped injured, anc killed. Thereis
nao evil we have not committec It is this way for all beings Base« on their
afflictions they double their manifolc evils For this reasor among
everyon there is nc mutua respect no mutua veneration nc mutua
compliance noc mutua humility, nc mutua guidance anc nc mutua
regard Rather there is a furtherinc of killing anc harming sc that
everyon become vengefL enemies.
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In August 1982 despitt mucl oppositior anc hardshig Bina manage to visit the City of

Ter Thousan Buddha for two weeks She came during a Kuar Yin Recitatior Sessior .
The seren contentmer anc self-sufficiency of the Sangh. community deeply movec her:

it was sc peaceful not full of strife anc resentmer like mos of hel associatior in the

world were Bina further relates "There is anothe part of my life which, thougt not

always apparen runs like a golder threac that connect all the mos meaningfu event:;
thal have happene to me They form the missing link to my true identity. First of all, |

have deey affinities with Kuar Yin Bodhisattve In times of trouble the Bodhisattvi has

time anc agair appeare in my dream anc pullec me out of the mire."

Towards the City of Ter Thousan Buddha she alsc feels profounc ties: "After taking
refuge with the Venerabli Abbot lasi Decembe’ my thought: ofter weni to the City.
Althougl | hac neve beer to thal place nonetheles in my meditatior anc dreams,
visions of grass' meadow anc blue skies recurrecagair anc again | coulc almos smel



the swee air anc hea the chant: in my ears One night | saw myseli in a Buddhahal ,
bowinc before the different Buddh: image: anc ther to the Venerabli Abbot."

Wher Bina arrivec al the City this August she was taker to the Buddhaha to bow. To
her amazemer it was exactly the sam¢« Buddhaha thai she hac seel in hel dream every
trace dowr to the mos subtle detail was the same It was like comin¢c home again

He recollect: how in pas lives he was impure in botr body anc mind anc
immediatel resolve to singleminded| regulate anc purify himself He
recollectt how in pas lives he createc manifold bac karme anc
immediatel resolve to guarc agains it anc cut it off...Moreovel he
recollects how in pas lives he underwer rebirth in the five destinies,
whicl did not bring a single bit of benefi for himsel or others Anc
thereupol he resolve to benefi living beings with his body to bring to
succes all Buddhadharm: anc to serve all Gooc Knowing Advisors.
Upor making this reflection he gives rise to greai happiness..
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