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SUTRA: T.25a2!)

THEN, THE MULTITUDES, LED BY THE WHEEL TURNING SAGE KING, EIGHTY
THOUSAND MILLION OF THEM, UPON SEEINC THE SIXTEEN PRINCES LEAVE HOME,
ALSO SOUGHTTO LEAVE HOME, AND THE KING PERMITTEC THEM TO DO SO

COMMENTARY:

Then the multitudes led by the Whee Turning Sage Kings, that is, the fathel of the Buddha Great-
Penetrating-Wisdom-Victor anc grandfathe of the sixteer princes...H hac millions of followers--
Eighty thousan millions of them upor seein( the sixteer princes leave home renounc all their

wealtl anc property their wives anc concubines anc becom: Bhikshus they all decide( to leave

home alonc with then anc becom« Bhikshus And the king permittec therr to do so He said "Fine.

Leave home I'll helg you out, in fact. If any one of you neec anything | will give it to you." So all

eighty thousan million of therr suddenl' hac a patron someon to suppor them They weren' afraic

then of starving freezing or dying of thirst, or poverty or anything else They weni right ahear and

with one heart left home to cultivate the Way, anc becomi Bhikshus In the future they will all

becomi Buddhas A lot of therr have already becomi Buddhas anc some are still cultivating anc will

do sc in the future Eighty thousan millions of then limitless aeon: agc made¢ vows to becom::
Buddhas Their patror was the Whee Turninc Sage¢ King; he made it eas) for themr to cultivate the

Way.

SUTRA:T. 25a2"

AT THAT TIME, THE BUDDHA, HAVING RECEIVEC THE REQUEST OF THE SIXTEEN
SHRAMANERAS AFTER TWENTY THOUSAND AEONS THEN AT LAST, AMIDST THE
FOUR-FOLLC ASSEMBLY, SPOKE THE GREAT VEHICLE SUTRA BY THE NAME OF THE
WONDERFUL DHARMA LOTUS FLOWER, A DHARMA FOR INSTRUCTING BODHISATTVAS
OF WHOM THE BUDDHA IS PROTECTIVE AND MINDFUL. AFTER HE SPOKE THE SUTRA,
THE SIXTEEN SHRAMANERAS FOR THE SAKE OF ANUTTARASAMYAKSAMBODHI, ALL
RECEIVED UPHELD AND RECITEC IT AND KEENLY PENETRATEL ITS MEANING.

COMMENTARY:

At that time, the Buddha havin¢ receive( the reques of the sixteer Shramanera aftel twenty
thousan aeons during which time he spoke the Vaipulye anc Prjne teachings then ai last amids the
four fold assembly,- Upasaka: Upasikas Bhikshus anc Bhikshunis--spok the Grea Vehicle Sutre.
by the name¢ of, THE WONDERFUL DHARMA LOTUS FLOWER.. This Sutra is a Dharmze for



instructin¢ Bodhisattva of whorr the Buddhe is protective anc mindful. The Buddh: watche over anc
protect: those wha recite THE LOTUS SUTRA.

After he spoke the sutra the sixteer Shramanera for the sake of anuttarasamyaksamboc the utmos
right anc perfec enlightenmen the Buddha-fruit all received upheld anc recitec it anc
keenly penetrate its meaning They recitec it until they coulc recite it from the beginning to the enc
from memory And they neve forgol it; it stuck right in their eightt consciousnesse:s.

SUTRA: T. 25b]

WHEN THE SUTRA WAS SPOKEN THE SIXTEEN BODHISATTVA-SHRAMANERAS ALL
RECEIVEC IT WITH FAITH. AMONG THE HOST OF SOUNC HEARERS TOO, THERE WERE
THOSE WHO HAD FAITH IN IT AND UNDERSTOOL IT. THE REMAINING THOUSANDES OF
MYRIADS OF MILLIONS OF LIVING BEINGS HOWEVER ALL GAVE RISE TO DOUBTS

COMMENTARY:

Wher the Sutra THE DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA, was spoken the sixteer Bodhisattva-Shramaner 1s,
or, you coulc say "Shramanera-Bodhisattva This mean thai they hac receive( the ter Shramaneia
Precept: bul they hac noi yet receive( the two-hundre: fifty Bhiksht Precepts How coulc they
becom: Bodhisattva if they hadn' ever taker the Bhiksht precepts It was becaus the sixteer
Shramaner: cultivatec with grea vigor. They were sc vigorous in fact, they didn't ever have time to
take the Bhiksht precepts Toc busy! Busy doinc what" Lecturing on the Sutras turning the Grea
Dharm: Wheel anc recitingc THE LOTUS SUTRA. Basically precept are designe for thos¢ whc neec!
them thai is, people wha might not observi the precepts If, however you are busy recitinc THE
LOTUS SUTRA, all day long, you won't have time to breal any precepts becaus you'll be keeping
strict contro ovel the three karmic vehicles body mouth anc mind. If you are recitinc the Sutre with
your mouth your moutt won't commit the four evils of the mouth lying, harst speecl double-
tongue( speect frivolous speect If you're kneeling there recitingc it, you won't commii the three evils
of the body: killing, stealing anc sexua misconduc if you are keepin¢ the meanin( of the Sutre in
your mind, you won't commit the three evils of the mind: greed hatred anc stupidity. That mean: you
will be pure in the three karmas If you are pure in this way, takinc or not taking the precept doesn't
matter That's why the sixteer Shramaner: were alsc Bodhisattvas .

Whai is more thest sixteer Shramanera althougt they were saic to be sharmanera were actually
"people wha hac come back again.' This mean that they were borr into thai time anc place in ordeito
protec the Bodhimand of, Great-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victc Buddha In pas lives they made:
deliberatt vows saying "Wher this persor become a Buddha | amr goinc to protec his
Bodhimanda. This is like, Kuo-hu whao made¢ a vow thal wher | becomi a Buddha he will protec.
my Bodhimande | haven' becom: a Buddhz yet, anc he is alread\ protecting my Bodhimande He
didn't ever wait for me to becom« a Buddha That's a rea vow for you! Actually, wher someon 2
become a Buddha he gains grea spiritua power: anc miraculou: abilities anc it doesn matte
whethe anyon¢ protect: his Bodhimand or not. He car take care of himself But, before one becomess
a Buddhi anc gains spiritua powers if you protec his Bodhimande ther you are really protecting it.
It's like, if there were a wealthy persol who ate the world's finesi food every single day anc you said
"Today I'm going to trea you to a fine lunch," he wouldn' necessaril be toc excited becaus he gets
terrific food at home all the time. But, if you offerec to take a pooi person someon wha doesn' ea



toc well, out to lunch he would really appreciat it. So aftel this. if you make vows to protec my
Dharma don" wait until I becom: a Buddhz to protec it. At thai time, there will be a lot of Dharme.
protectors Wher you really neec Dharmze protector is before you have becomia Buddha.

They all receivec it with faith, accepte the wonderfu Dharm: spoker by the Buddh: Great-
Penetrating-Wisdom-Victor Amonc the hos of Sounc Hearers too, there were those wha hac faith
in it anc understoo it. The remainin¢ thousand of myriads of millions of living beings however all
gave rise to doubts They hac doubts« abou that wonderfu Dharma.

You say "The Buddh: has grea spiritua powers For example wher the Sutre begai five thousan |
peopl¢ rose anc walkec out. Perhap the Buddh: movec therr to anothe lanc altogethel sc thai they
wouldn't commit the offense of having doubt: anc perhap slanderinithe Dharma. Jus havinc doubt::
wouldn't mear that they would fall into lower realms but if they went sc far as to slande the Dharma,
the Grea Vehicle Scriptures they would fall into the three evil paths So wher Shakyamur Buddh:.
spoke THE DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA, he forcec the five thousan arrogan Bhikshus to leave
Wher the Buddhe Great-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victc spoke the Dharm: thousand of myriads of
millions of being: gave rise to doubts sc why didn'lt he have therr removec to othel lands to avoic
their doubts’ He didn't do this becaus he know that althougt they may have giver rise to doubt: they
would not slande the Dharma So he didn't neecto have therr relocatec.

SUTRA T. 25b4

THE BUDDHA SPOKE THIS SUTRA FOR EIGHTY THOUSAND AEONS WITHOUT
CESSATION.

COMMENTARY:

The Buddha spoke this sutra for eighty thousan aeon withoui cessatior he spoke without stopping
without interruption That's a long time. Shakyamur Buddh: spok¢ THE DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA
in jusi eight years Why did one Buddh: take sc long anc the othel take suct a shor
time? Discrimination: of shor anc long period: of time are done by living beings Really thereis no
suct thing as "long anc short' period: of time. "Long anc short' are createl by menta discriminations.
The Buddh: Great-Penetrating-Wisdom-Victc spoke THE DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA, the rea
mark Dharma-dooi for eighty thousan aeons anc Shakyamur Buddhe spoke this rea mark Dharma
dool for only eight years bui there' nc problen with the difference in time. The Buddh: spoke for
eighty-thousan aeon without cessatior .
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