Bodhi Mirror presents--

BHIKSHU HENG SHUN
Compilec by Bhikshun Heng Ch'ih

Wher Bhiksht Hen¢ Shur attende public school: on Chicago’ Wes Side he couldn

gel interestec But from the momen he openel the LOTUS SUTRA, he vowec to study

diligently. His difficulty with public school: was actually a temporar one He relate: : "The seconii
yeal of high schoo | misset more days« thar | attende anc as a consequenc failed every subject The

nexi yeal | weni to a Military anc nava academ in Lake Geneve Wisconsin which turnec my

problem: with schoo around During anc after my yeai ail the military academ | always got A's anc

B'sin my courses."'

Pursuin¢ philosophy on his own led him to discove the teaching of the Buddh¢ while still in high
school And as he put it, "Wher | first reac the Buddha' teaching | felt thai at lasi | hac founc the
mos perfect complete anc ultimate explanatiol of life. | knew ther thal | wantecto devote my life to
the study anc practice of Buddhism but I didn't know thai it was possibl«for a Westerne to becomi a
Bhikshu.'

At Northerr Illinois University he took course in philosoph' anc Asiar studies but was disillusionec|
by the totally "academic approact Knowing full well that the intentior of the Buddha' teachin¢was
to practice it anc discove its meanin( througt actua experience he immediatelr perceive: thai
the University hac totally misse« this point anc hac turnec the Dharmz into ar intellectua "heac trip,"
making it rathe useless But at the same time, Bhikshut Hen¢ Shur was studying translation by the
Buddhis Publicatior Society of Sri Lanka After escortin¢ his agin¢ grandmothe to Greec: for hel
first visit to her homelantin fifty years he weni to work in the centra supply departmer of a hospita
in the Unitec States dispensin medica supplie: anc surgica equipmen: with the exceptiol of
drugs Meanwhile he wrote to BPS in Sri Lanke asking therr where a Westerne coulc go to study
anc practice the Dharma They recommende Thailand Six month: later Bhiksht Hen¢ Shur was in
Thailand His stay was brief, however--i mere three months--durin which he lived in three
temples He optec to returr to the Unitec State wher his vise expirec bul once back in Americe
he was convince( he shoulc take advantag of the opportunity to becom: a Bhikshu It didn't occui to
him to look into Buddhis groupsin the Unitec States--i was ther 1973--h¢jusi assume they were all
lay movement:s sc he weni back to Thailanc anc becam a Shramenel at Wai Bovornivesin Bangkok
Herelates:

"Soor afterwards | reac a Mahayan Sutre --ar Englist translatiol of the LOTUS SUTRA.



BHIKSHU HENG SHUN

Up until that time | hac reac only Thervadi Sutra: anc studiec the Abhidharmi texts After reading the
LOTUS (DHARMA FLOWER] SUTRA. | realizec thai the scopt of the Buddhi anc the Dharme was
far greate thar | hac evelimagined.

THE CAR1 IS HIGH AND WIDE, ADORNEL WITH A MULTITUDE
OF INTERTWININC JEWELS SURROUNDEI BY RAILINGS AND
HUNG WITH BELLS ON ITS FOUR SIDES..I" IS YOKEL TO AN OX,
PLUMP AND WHITE AND OF FINE APPEARANCE OF GREAT
MUSCULAF STRENGTF WHC WALKS WITH EVEN TREAD AS
FLEETAS THE WIND.

Ultimately how high anc how wide is the cart? Na one car tell exactly
becaus the cart is an analog) for the Greai Vehicle Dharma

Someon asket me "How big is the Greai Vehicle® How smal is the
Smal Vehicle” How big doe: it have to before it qualifies
as 'Great's How smal doe: it have to be before it is considere:l
'smalls Wheredo you draw the line?"

| answerec "The Great Vehicle is sc high yoL canno sec its top anc sc
broac youL canno sec¢ its borders 'High anc wide represer the
knowledg anc visior of the Buddha 'Knowledge refers to the All-
Wisdon of the Thus Come One 'Vision' refers to the Buddhi Eye With
his vision there is nothinc the Buddh: doesn' see With his knowledge,
there is nothing the Buddh: fails to know.'

-excerp from DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA CH. 3
Maste Hua'scommentary .



"l hac made plans to go to a Mahayan country anc pursue my study anc practice of the Grea Vehicle
there,' says Bhiksht Henc Shun "but a Bhiksht from Australie wha lived in the sam¢ monaster as |
did, gave me a copy of the RECORD¢ OF THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN
HUA, VOLUME |I. After readin¢it, | knew that the Maste was my teacher Sc | returnec to the
Unitec State anc founc Gold Mountair Monaster in Sar Francisco. He was ordaine( as a Bhiksht
in 197¢€ al the First Precef. Platforn helc at the City of 10,00( Buddhas.

"After living al Gold Mountair for sc many years anc hearin¢ the Dharme taugh by the Venerabl::
Master mos especiall' his lecture: on the FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA, my perceptiol of the
Buddha' teachin¢has change' quite dramatically It is indeec more profounc thar mos people--even
Buddhists--eve realize Yet without practice mos importantly holding the Five Precept of not killing,
not stealing not indulging in sexua misconduc not lying, anc not taking intoxicants (drugs
alcohol anc tobacco) one car neve know whai thest profounc principles really meatr in terms of
actua experience "

The yoke thal holds the white ox to the cart represent no outflows
Attaininc to no outflows is not an eas) matter In order to succee in
this, yoL mus defenc yoursel agains the thieve: in your
owr house Yol mus guarc yoursel from your eyes ears nose tongue,
body anc mind-- the six thieves Thes: six car turn you upside dowr
anc caust¢ you endles affliction. Thes: six stea the Dharme
treasure from your self-nature If you let then run wild in your owr
house ther yoL enc up with outflows If youL car react the state of no
outflows however yoL will certainly realize Buddhahooc .

-excerp from DHARMA FLOWER SUTRA, CH. 3.
Maste Hua'scommentary .

Takinc the FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA as his Dharma-dool Dharm: Maste Hen¢ Shur bows
to the character of the text one by one for a perioc of one to two hours eact day He alsc bows the
FLOWER ADORNMENT REPENTANCE every day anc recite: the pros¢ of the FLOWEFR
ADORNMENT SUTRA'S CHAPTEF ON UNIVERSAL WORTHY BODHISATTVA'S CONDUCT
AND VOWS, as well as the UNIVERSAL DOOR CHAPTEF OF THE DHARMA FLOWER
SUTRA from memory

At Gold Mountair Monastery Dharme: Maste Hen¢ Shur has a busy schedul anc a variety of
administrativi duties which include distributing Buddhis Texi Translatiol Society anc Vajra Bodhi
Set Publications handlin¢ the accountint of the Monastery acting as full-time Wei No (leade of
ceremonies anc answerini the genere correspondenc 2.

Dharmé Maste Henc Shur is alsc active in the Buddhis Tex! Translatiol Society having translate 1
the text anc commentar of the FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA, CHAPTEF 17, "MERIT AND
VIRTUE FROM FIRST BRINGING FORTH THE MIND," which is now in print anc availabl¢ from
BTTS. He is currently working on the first drafi of the Association' Introductior to Buddhism base!|
primarily on the FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA. He continually translate the texi of the
FLOWER ADORNMENT SUTRA as he bows to it, havinc completer a rougl translatiol of the first
seventee chapter to date



FORTHCOMING FROM BTTS

BODHISATTVA PRECEPT. RECITATION MANUAL. This volume contain: the text only of
the Ter Major anc Forty-eigh Minor Bodhisattvi Precept: printec in large type for eas: in recitation
AVAILABLE EARLY JULY, 1982




