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PARTI. EARLY YEARS

The Venerabli Maste Hsuar Hua wha is alsc callec An Tz'u anc Tu Lun, was borr in Manchuria,
Sun¢ Chianc¢ province Shuani Ch'en¢ County nea the city of Harbir on the Sungar River. The
Master" fathel was a farmel name« Pa Fu Hai. His mother maider name Hu, was a devotet« Buddhis
wha ate only pure vegetaria food anc recitec the Buddha' name all throughou het life. She gave
birth to eight children five son¢«anc three daughter: of whon the Maste is the younges:.

One night, in a dream she saw Amitabhe Buddhe emitting brilliant light which shon« throughou the
world anc shool heavel anc earth Startled she awoke to find the roorr filled with a rare fragranc::
anc al that moment the Maste was born He criec continuousl for three days out of deej sympath's
or being« wha suffer in the Sahi world.

SEEINC DEATH

The Maste was raisecin a remote country village. One day wher he was elever year: old he saw ar
infant wrappetcin straw lying in the brush Its eye<anc moutl were shu anc wher he callecto it, it
did noi responc The Maste hac neve seeil deatt anc questione his companion whao answerec "It's
dead!

Still, he did not understan the meanin( of death Wher he returnec home he askec his mothe wha
said "Everyone mus die. Some die of old age some¢ of disease anc some in accidents Farmers,
workers merchants anc officials--the rich as well as the poor--al mus eventuall die."

"But there mus be a way to escap death!" saic the Master.



"There is," repliec a visitor in their householc "you mus cultivate the Way; thai is the only
method Understan your own mind anc becom: enlightene to your basic nature In this way you
may enc birth anc deatt anc stog the revolvinc whee of rebirth.’

Althougl he was very young the Maste understoo this profounc principle The visitor's words

affectec him deeply Afterwards he resolvecto leave the home-life to be a Bhikshu Wher he asket|
his mothe for permissiol to do so she said "Your wish to leave the home-life is truly rare anc good

anc if you have gooc roots a firm will, anc a grea Bodhi heart you may realize the Suprem Buddh:.
Way. | approve of your wish, which verifies my formei dream but | arr old anc will not live long.

You shoulc stay anc serve your fathel anc me Wher we die you may leave the home-life to

cultivate.'

The Maste respecte his mother' wishe: anc followed het to worshif the Buddha He took excellen:
care of his parents fanning therr in the summe anc warming their cold bed¢ in the winter. He serveu|
themr a<if they were living Buddha anc becam widely knowr as "Filial Sor Pai.'

-to be continued.
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