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Sutra:

AT THAT TIME, VAJRA TREASURY BODHISATTVA ADDRESSED MOON OF LIBERATION
BODHISATTVA, SAYING: DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, THE BODHISATTVA MAHASATTVA
WHO HAS ALREADY CULTIVATED THE FIRST GROUND AND WHO WISHES TO ENTER THE
SECOND GROUND SHOULD GIVE RISE TO TEN KINDS OF PROFOUND MINDS WHAT ARE
THE TEN? THEY ARE: A PROPER AND UPRIGHT MIND, A COMPLIANT AND YIELDING MIND,
A MIND ABLE TO ENDURE, A TAMED AND SUBDUED MIND, A STILL AND QUIET MIND, A
COMPLETELY GOOD MIND, AN UNMIXED AND UNSCATTERED MIND, A MIND WITH NO
HANKERING OR YEARNING, A VAST MIND, A GREAT MIND. THE BODHISATTVA, USNG
THOSE TEN MINDS ATTAINS ENTRY TO THE SECOND GROUND OF LEAVING FILTH.

DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, WHEN THE BODHISATTVA DWELLSE UPON THE GROUND OF
LEAVING FILTH, HIS NATURE OF ITSELF LEAVES ALL KILLING FAR BEHIND. HE DOES NOT
COLLECT KNIVES OR STAVES HE DOES NOT CHERISH RESENTMENT OR HATRED. HE HAS
SHAME AND HE HAS REMORSE. HE 1S ENDOWED WTH HUMANENESE AND
RECIPROCITY. TOWARDS ALL LIVING BEINGS WHO HAVE A LIFE, HE ALWAYS
BRINGS FORTH THOUGHTS OF BENEFIT AND KINDLY MINDFULNESS THIS BODHISATTVA
WOULD NOT WITH EVIL MIND EVEN TROUBLE LIVING BEINGS HOW MUCH THE LESS GIVE
RISE TO HEAVY INTENT AND ACTUALLY KILL OR HARM AND WHOM HE REALIZES ARE
LIVING BEINGS

Commentary:

AT THAT TIME--wher the grea assembl of Bodhisattva anc Moon of Liberatior Bodhisattvi hac
finishec speakini the previou: verse --VAJIRA TREASURY BODHISATTVA ADDRESSED MOON OF
LIBERATION BODHISATTVA. Vajra Treasur Bodhisattvi spoke¢ to Moon of Liberatior
Bodhisattve SAYING: DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, THE BODHISATTVA MAHASATTVA, the
grea Bodhisattvi cultivate: the Bodhisattvi Way anc accumulate all kinds of gooc roots anc is one
WHO HAS ALREADY CULTIVATED THE FIRST GROUND--he is one wha has alread cultivatec
anc certifiec to the positior of the First Ground the Grounc of Happiness:AND WHO WISHES TO
ENTER THE SECOND GROUND. He furthel wishes to cultivate the Dharma of the Seconii
Ground He SHOULD GIVE RISE TO THE KINDS OF PROFOUND MINDES. He shoulc bring forth
ter profounc minds anc have true anc actua recognitior of Buddhadharmass.

WHAT ARE THE TEN? What are the ter kinds of profounc minds® THEY ARE: A PROPER
AND UPRIGHT MIND; one'mind shoulc be straight not devious anc crooked As it is said



The straigh mind is the Way Place.

"Proper' mean: not havin¢ any devian knowledg¢ or devian views "Upright” mean not having any
deceitfu thoughts.

A COMPLIANT AND YIELDING MIND--the mind of the Bodhisattvi shoulc be complian anc
yielding; it shoulc not be obstinatt or stubborn A MIND ABLE TO ENDURE--one is able to
undergc anc bea what is unendurable The straigh anc upright mind represent the mind of
Giving, while the complian anc yielding mind is Holding Precepts anc the mind able to endure¢
is Patience Beinc "able to endure mean: the ability to be patien with the unbearabl¢ The precept;
one canno hold one still mus hold. No matte what one canno breal the precepts .

There was a bhiksht like thai in the past The bhikshu wearin¢ rec clothing weni to the home of a
goldsmith The goldsmitt at the time was makin¢ a pear necklact for the king of the country Eact
pear of the stranc was extremel costly While the bhiksht was in the goldsmith' home the
goldsmitt lost one of the pearl: anc accuse the bhiksht of having stoler it. Actually, the bhiksht did
know where the pear was bul he certainly hac not stoler it. Where was the pearl” Becaus 2
the bhiksht hac beer wearing¢ red-colorei clothing the pear hac reflectec the rec color. Right at thai
time a goos¢« hac come in, anc wher he saw the pear reflecting the rec color, it lookec to the goost:
like a piece of meat anc sc the goost seizet it in its beal anc gulpec it down Thereupor the bhiksht
hac reflected "If | saythe pear ha< beer eatel by the goose the goldsmitt will certainly kill the goos¢:
to get back the pearl If tha happens it will be as if | indirectly hac killed the goose. Therefore he
hadn’ saic where the pear was The goldsmitt said "Now, there are only two of us here anc since my
pear is missing you mus have stoler it. If you hadn' stoler it, how coulc it be missing? The
bhiksht saic he hadn’ stoler it.

The goldsmitt grabbei a cane anc startec beatin¢ the bhikshu yelling, "So you didn't stea it? You're
just not admitting it!" He kept beatin¢ him until the bhikshu': body was entirely coverec with welts

his skin broker anc bleeding Wher the bhiksht hac beer beatei to the point thai he bled the goose,
seein( the blood rar up anc startec drinking the blooc thai was flowing from the bhikshu' body. The

goldsmitt hadn' expecte the goost to run anc drink the blooc anc was still using his cane to bea the

bhikshu One blow of his cane smashe the goose' head anc the goost diec of the blow. Once it was

dead the bhiksht said "You shouldn' bea me Now you car find your pearl.’

The goldsmitt said "I car find it, car I? You stole it, anc now you'c bette come up with it fast! If not,
I'l bea youto death!

The bhiksht said "The pear was eatel by the goose Now thai you have beatel the goost to deatl I'm
telling you. The pear is in the goose' belly. If you don'i believe me you car slit oper the goose's
stomacl anc you will find the pearl.’ As it turnec out, wher the goldsmitt cut oper the goose' belly,
the pear actually was inside the goose' stomack .

Wher the goldsmitt saw that he realized "This bhiksht is someon wha really holds the precepts In
orde! to protec the goose' life, na matte how muct | bea him, he wouldn'i say anything but in fact,
the goost hac eatel the pearl!" He informec the king of the country of whai hac happenec anc the
king was very respectft of the bhikshu Thai is what is mean by a mind which is able to bea anc
endure.



There is anothe story this time abou a groug of bhikshus quite a few of them wha while traveling
througl a stretct of wildernes: were helc up by bandits The bandit: robbec the bhikshu: of their
valuable anc alsc robbec therr of all their clothing sc thar they hac no clothes to wear Some of the
bandit: suggeste( "We shoulc kill thest left-nome people If they aren’ killed, they'll probably repor
us to the king, anc it won't go well for us It would be bette to kill them." Othel bandit: said "Don't
kill them The law of bhikshu: is that not only dc they not harrr the lives of living beings they are not
ever permittec to harm the lives of plants anc trees Let's tie thest bhikshu: up in the rushes Thai way
they won't be able to repor us to the king, anc nc one will find us.' The othel bandit: though it ovel
anc said "That's a gooc plan It would be bes to tie therr up in the rushe: anc have therr die on their
own." So the bandits bounc the bhikshu:in the rushe: anc ther weni on their way.

Wher they hac gone ar eldel amonc the bhikshu: said "We shoulc now recogniz thai in the pas we
robbec people¢ of their valuable anc took people' lives, anc sc this life we have mei with this
retribution So all of you bea up unde this!" He talkec to therr like that Then ail dusk the ants anc
beetle: anc mosquitoe anc all the res came to bite them They bit the bhikshu: to the point tha
their entire bodies were one huge blistel which was botl painful anc itchy. The eldel bhikshu: said
"Everyone bea with it. Don't becom: hateful Se¢ how the dragons becaus of giving rise to hatrec
while cultivating the Way, fell to the bodies of dragons Although we have now encountere this
difficulty, we shoulc have nc hate to avoic ending ug like the dragons Wher the dragon lose their
hatred ther they will be able to abando the bodie: of dragon: anc resum: cultivating So
everyon: be patient!" The more he spoke thai way, the more trouble there was Bee¢ came to
stinc them everythin¢imaginabl¢ came to bite them anc their bites were extremel difficult to endure.

During the night, the howls of the wolves bears panthers anc leopard: terrified the bhikshu:;
incredibly Then at daybreak wha shoulc appea but the king of the country conductin¢ @ hunting
expeditior right througl the are: where the bhikshu: were! Wher he saw then from afar the king
though thai they were wild beasts since the bhikshu: were not wearing clothes As he approache anc
saw thenr better the king though they mus be goblins As he got ever close anc was within
speakin( distance upor questionini then he founc out thal they were bhikshu: wha hac beer robbec
of all their possessior by bandits anc in consideratio of holding the precept were endurin¢c hunge
anc thirst, rathe thar consentin to harn the gras: anc bushes Wher the king saw those bhikshu:;
were that way, he felt grea respec for then anc said "In my country there are still bhikshu: whao
cultivate the Way like that! This is truly rare!" The king immediatel release therr from the rushe: in
which they hac beer tied anc invited then to returr with him to the palace¢ to accep offerings from
him.

All of you think it over: all peopl¢ hac to do was tie the bhikshu: up with rushes yet they would not
conser to breal the precept anc harmr the rushes They were prepare to endure starvatior anc being
stunc to deatt by insect: rathe thar breal the precepts Se¢ whai kind of ability they hac to bea wha
is difficult to bea anc practice what is difficult to practice Precept which it was impossibl« to keep
they were able to keep Thal is to be genuine Dharme anc Sangh jewels within Buddhism anc that is
the mind which is able to endure.

A TAMED AND SUBDUED MIND, Not to speal of taminc anc subduin( the minds of others it is not
eas) to tame anc subdur one's own mind. You tell it to cultivate the Way, yet all it doet is strike up
false thinking. As soor as< you want to cultivate the Way, there are ever more false thoughts You wani
to becom: purer anc your defilec thought: multiply. It is not eas) to tame anc subduc one's mind. If



you are able to tame anc subdur thal mind which is sc stubbor anc disobedier ther you have
some skill. To have A STILL AND QUIET MIND doe« not mear that the externa environmer is
still anc quiet but rathe that one is still anc quiel within one's own mind. Within one's own mind
there is no sounc whatsoeve A COMPLETELY GOOD MIND is a mind without the slightes evil. AN
UNMIXED AND UNSCATTERED MIND is wher one'« mind is unconfuse anc undisperse( with nc
admixtures The oppositt of A MIND WITH NO HANKERING OR YEARNING would be for
instance if you gave somethint away anc ther afterward regretter it. A VAST MIND is expansiv
anc broad A GREAT MIND mean: the very greates mind there is. Nothinc is greater THE
BODHISATTVA, USING THOSE TEN MINDS, ATTAINS ENTRY TO THE SECOND GROUND OF
LEAVING FILTH. The Bodhisattve by employin¢ those ter kinds of profounc minds in cultivation
car attair the Seconi Grounc anc leave all defiling filth far behind

DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA--Vajra Treasur' Bodhisattvi agair calls out: All of you disciple: of
the Buddha WHEN THE BODHISATTVA DWELLS UPON THE GROUND OF LEAVING FILTH,
HIS NATURE OF ITSELF LEAVES ALL KILLING FAR BEHIND. HE DOES NOT COLLECT
KNIVES OR STAVES. He, himself doe: noi collect--tha is, does not retair or prepare--knive: staves
or any instrument of kiling. HE DOES NOT CHERISH RESENTMENT OR HATRED. The
Bodhisattvi has no resentmer or hatrec in his mind for anyone HE HAS SHAME, AND HE HAS
REMORSE. He always has a sens of grea sham« anc grea remorse HE IS ENDOWED WITH
HUMANENESS AND RECIPROCITY. This mean: thai one doe: not subjec other: to whai one would
not want to be subjecte to onesell For instance if you would not wani other: to oppres you, ther
you yoursel da not oppres othel people If you yoursel would not like to be scoldet by people ther

you da not scolc others Those are all minds of humanenes anc reciprocity Humanenes mean ;

bein¢ kind anc compassiona towards people anc reciprocity alsc mean a sens of forgiveness No
matte whao doe¢ whai wrong you forgive them He is endower with this mind of human love,
this mind of reciprocity anc forgiveness.

TOWARDS ALL LIVING BEINGS WHO HAVE A LIFE-- with regarc to all living beings with
sentience that is, all living being: wha have blooc anc breatl anc sc have lives--HE ALWAYS
BRINGS FORTH THOUGHTS OF BENEFIT AND KINDLY MINDFULNESS. He always wants to
benefi all those living being: anc be kind anc compassiona toward: all people THIS
BODHISATTVA WOULD NOT WITH EVIL MIND EVEN TROUBLE LIVING BEINGS-- he would not
maliciously caus: living beings to becom: afflicted--HOW MUCH THE LESS GIVE RISE TO HEAVY
INTENT AND ACTUALLY KILL OR HARM AND WHOM HE REALIZES ARE LIVING
BEINGS. Beinc aware thai they are living beings he would not employ a heavily evil mind anc ther
carry oul that "heavy intent' to kill or harrr living beings Becaus they are living beings one shoulc
have ar attitude of humanene: anc reciprocity towards them one shoulc not kill anc harrr
them to be continued

CORRECTIOMN
to News Issue 14E

The Sino-Americal Buddhis Associatiol sponsore the first transmissio of the complett precept for
Bhikshu¢ anc Bhikshunis in the Unitec State in a traditiona 108-da» ordinatior progran from June 7

W



to Septembe 22, 1972 Similar ordinatior program. were helc from Jun¢ 24 to Octobe 10, 1976
anc from July 13 to Octobe 28,1979.

THE 1982 PRECEPT PLATFORM COMMENCES ON JULY 8, AND CONTINUES FOR 10€ DAYS,
CULMINATING WITH THE ORTHODOX TRANSMISSION ON OCTOBEF 24,1982



