
Flower Adornment Sutra
The Second Ground

with commentary of Tripitaka Master Hua
translated by Bhikshuni Heng Hsien
reviewed by Bhikshuni Heng Ch'ih & Heng Tao
edited by Bhikshuni Heng Ch'ih
Sutra:

AT THAT TIME, VAJRA TREASURY BODHISATTVA ADDRESSED MOON OF LIBERATION
BODHISATTVA, SAYING: DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, THE BODHISATTVA MAHASATTVA
WHO HAS ALREADY CULTIVATED THE FIRST GROUND AND WHO WISHES TO ENTER THE
SECOND GROUND SHOULD GIVE RISE TO TEN KINDS OF PROFOUND MINDS. WHAT ARE
THE TEN? THEY ARE: A PROPER AND UPRIGHT MIND, A COMPLIANT AND YIELDING MIND,
A MIND ABLE TO ENDURE, A TAMED AND SUBDUED MIND, A STILL AND QUIET MIND, A
COMPLETELY GOOD MIND, AN UNMIXED AND UNSCATTERED MIND, A MIND WITH NO
HANKERING OR YEARNING, A VAST MIND, A GREAT MIND. THE BODHISATTVA, USING
THOSE TEN MINDS, ATTAINS ENTRY TO THE SECOND GROUND OF LEAVING FILTH.

DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, WHEN THE BODHISATTVA DWELLS UPON THE GROUND OF
LEAVING FILTH, HIS NATURE OF ITSELF LEAVES ALL KILLING FAR BEHIND. HE DOES NOT
COLLECT KNIVES OR STAVES. HE DOES NOT CHERISH RESENTMENT OR HATRED. HE HAS
SHAME AND HE HAS REMORSE. HE IS ENDOWED WITH HUMANENESS AND
RECIPROCITY. TOWARDS ALL LIVING BEINGS WHO HAVE A LIFE, HE ALWAYS
BRINGS FORTH THOUGHTS OF BENEFIT AND KINDLY MINDFULNESS. THIS BODHISATTVA
WOULD NOT WITH EVIL MIND EVEN TROUBLE LIVING BEINGS, HOW MUCH THE LESS GIVE
RISE TO HEAVY INTENT AND ACTUALLY KILL OR HARM AND WHOM HE REALIZES ARE
LIVING BEINGS.

Commentary:

AT THAT TIME--when the greatassemblyof BodhisattvasandMoon of LiberationBodhisattvahad
finishedspeakingthepreviousverses--VAJRA TREASURY BODHISATTVA ADDRESSED MOON OF
LIBERATION BODHISATTVA. Vajra Treasury Bodhisattva spoke to Moon of Liberation
Bodhisattva,SAYING: DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA, THE BODHISATTVA MAHASATTVA, the
greatBodhisattvacultivatesthe BodhisattvaWay andaccumulatesall kinds of goodrootsandis one
WHO HAS ALREADY CULTIVATED THE FIRST GROUND--he is one who hasalreadycultivated
andcertified to the positionof the First Ground,the Groundof Happiness--AND WHO WISHES TO
ENTER THE SECOND GROUND. He further wishes to cultivate the Dharmasof the Second
Ground. He SHOULD GIVE RISE TO THE KINDS OF PROFOUND MINDS. He shouldbring forth
tenprofoundmindsandhavetrueandactualrecognitionof Buddhadharmas.

WHAT ARE THE TEN? What are the ten kinds of profound minds? THEY ARE: A PROPER
AND UPRIGHT MIND; one'smind shouldbestraight,not deviousandcrooked.As it is said:



Thestraightmind is theWay Place.

"Proper"meansnot havingany deviantknowledgeor deviantviews. "Upright" meansnot havingany
deceitfulthoughts.

A COMPLIANT AND YIELDING MIND--the mind of the Bodhisattvashould be compliant and
yielding; it should not be obstinateor stubborn. A MIND ABLE TO ENDURE--one is able to
undergo and bear what is unendurable.The straight and upright mind representsthe mind of
Giving, while the compliant and yielding mind is Holding Precepts,and the mind able to endure
is Patience.Being "able to endure"meansthe ability to be patientwith the unbearable.The precepts
onecannotholdonestill musthold.No matterwhat,onecannotbreaktheprecepts.

Therewasa bhikshulike that in the past.The bhikshu,wearingred clothing, went to the homeof a
goldsmith.The goldsmithat the time wasmakinga pearlnecklacefor the king of the country.Each
pearl of the strand was extremely costly. While the bhikshu was in the goldsmith's home, the
goldsmithlost oneof thepearlsandaccusedthebhikshuof havingstolenit. Actually, thebhikshudid
know where the pearl was, but he certainly had not stolen it. Where was the pearl? Because
the bhikshuhadbeenwearingred-coloredclothing, the pearlhadreflectedthe red color. Right at that
time a goosehadcomein, andwhenhe sawthe pearl reflecting the red color, it lookedto the goose
like a pieceof meat,andsothegooseseizedit in its beakandgulpedit down.Thereupon,thebhikshu
hadreflected,"If I saythepearlhasbeeneatenby thegoose,thegoldsmithwill certainlykill thegoose
to get backthe pearl. If that happens,it will be asif I indirectly hadkilled the goose."Therefore,he
hadn'tsaidwherethepearlwas.Thegoldsmithsaid,"Now, thereareonly two of ushere,andsincemy
pearl is missing,you must have stolen it. If you hadn't stolen it, how could it be missing?" The
bhikshusaidhehadn'tstolenit.

The goldsmithgrabbeda caneandstartedbeatingthe bhikshu,yelling, "So you didn't stealit? You're
just not admitting it!" He kept beatinghim until the bhikshu'sbody wasentirely coveredwith welts,
his skin brokenandbleeding.Whenthe bhikshuhadbeenbeatento the point that he bled, the goose,
seeingtheblood,ranup andstarteddrinking thebloodthatwasflowing from thebhikshu'sbody.The
goldsmithhadn'texpectedthegooseto run anddrink thebloodandwasstill usinghis caneto beatthe
bhikshu.Oneblow of his canesmashedthegoose'shead,andthegoosediedof theblow. Onceit was
dead,thebhikshusaid,"You shouldn'tbeatme.Now you canfind your pearl."

Thegoldsmithsaid,"I canfind it, canI? You stoleit, andnow you'dbettercomeup with it fast! If not,
I'll beatyou to death!"

Thebhikshusaid,"The pearlwaseatenby thegoose.Now thatyou havebeatenthegooseto deathI'm
telling you. The pearl is in the goose'sbelly. If you don't believeme, you can slit openthe goose's
stomach,andyou will find thepearl."As it turnedout, whenthegoldsmithcut openthegoose'sbelly,
thepearlactuallywasinsidethegoose'sstomach.

Whenthegoldsmithsawthat,herealized,"This bhikshuis someonewho really holdstheprecepts!In
orderto protectthegoose'slife, no matterhow muchI beathim, hewouldn'tsayanything,but in fact,
the goosehadeatenthe pearl!" He informed the king of the countryof what hadhappened,and the
king was very respectfulof the bhikshu.That is what is meantby a mind which is able to bearand
endure.



Thereis anotherstory, this time abouta groupof bhikshus,quite a few of them,who while traveling
througha stretchof wildernesswere held up by bandits.The banditsrobbedthe bhikshusof their
valuablesandalsorobbedthemof all their clothing,so that theyhadno clothesto wear.Someof the
banditssuggested,"We shouldkill theseleft-homepeople.If theyaren'tkilled, they'll probablyreport
us to the king, andit won't go well for us. It would be betterto kill them."Otherbanditssaid,"Don't
kill them.Thelaw of bhikshusis thatnot only do theynot harmthelives of living beings,theyarenot
evenpermittedto harmthelives of plantsandtrees.Let's tie thesebhikshusup in therushes.Thatway
theywon't beableto reportus to theking, andno onewill find us." Theotherbanditsthoughtit over
andsaid,"That'sa goodplan.It would bebestto tie themup in therushesandhavethemdie on their
own." So,thebanditsboundthebhikshusin therushesandthenwenton theirway.

Whentheyhadgone,anelderamongthebhikshussaid,"We shouldnow recognizethat in thepastwe
robbed peopleof their valuablesand took people'slives, and so this life we have met with this
retribution.So,all of you bearup underthis!" He talkedto themlike that.Then,at dusk,theantsand
beetlesand mosquitoesand all the rest cameto bite them. They bit the bhikshusto the point that
their entirebodieswereonehugeblister which wasboth painful and itchy. The elderbhikshussaid,
"Everyonebearwith it. Don't becomehateful.Seehow the dragons,becauseof giving rise to hatred
while cultivating the Way, fell to the bodiesof dragons.Although we have now encounteredthis
difficulty, we shouldhaveno hate,to avoid endingup like the dragons.Whenthe dragonslosetheir
hatred, then they will be able to abandonthe bodies of dragons and resume cultivating. So,
everyonebe patient!" The more he spoke that way, the more trouble there was. Bees came to
stingthem,everythingimaginablecameto bite them,andtheir biteswereextremelydifficult to endure.

During the night, the howls of the wolves, bears,panthers,and leopardsterrified the bhikshus
incredibly. Then, at daybreak,who shouldappearbut the king of the country conductinga hunting
expeditionright throughthe areawherethe bhikshuswere! When he saw them from afar, the king
thoughtthattheywerewild beasts,sincethebhikshuswerenot wearingclothes.As heapproachedand
saw them better, the king thought they must be goblins. As he got even closer and was within
speakingdistance,uponquestioningthemhe foundout that theywerebhikshuswho hadbeenrobbed
of all their possessionsby bandits,andin considerationof holding the preceptswereenduringhunger
and thirst, rather than consentingto harm the grassand bushes.When the king saw thosebhikshus
were that way, he felt greatrespectfor them and said, "In my country thereare still bhikshuswho
cultivatetheWay like that! This is truly rare!" Theking immediatelyreleasedthemfrom therushesin
which they hadbeentied and invited themto returnwith him to the palaceto acceptofferings from
him.

All of you think it over: all peoplehadto do wastie the bhikshusup with rushes,yet they would not
consentto breakthepreceptsandharmtherushes.Theywerepreparedto endurestarvationandbeing
stungto deathby insectsratherthanbreaktheprecepts.Seewhatkind of ability theyhadto bearwhat
is difficult to bearandpracticewhat is difficult to practice.Preceptswhich it wasimpossibleto keep,
theywereableto keep.That is to begenuineDharmaandSanghajewelswithin Buddhism,andthat is
themindwhich is ableto endure.

A TAMED AND SUBDUED MIND, Not to speakof tamingandsubduingthemindsof others,it is not
easyto tameandsubdueone'sown mind. You tell it to cultivatethe Way, yet all it doesis strike up
falsethinking.As soonasyou wantto cultivatetheWay, thereareevenmorefalsethoughts.You want
to becomepurer,andyour defiled thoughtsmultiply. It is not easyto tameandsubdueone'smind. If



you are able to tame and subduethat mind which is so stubbornand disobedientthen you have
someskill. To have A STILL AND QUIET MIND doesnot meanthat the externalenvironmentis
still and quiet, but rather that one is still and quiet within one'sown mind. Within one'sown mind
thereis no soundwhatsoever,A COMPLETELY GOOD MIND is a mind without theslightestevil. AN
UNMIXED AND UNSCATTERED MIND is whenone'smind is unconfusedandundispersed,with no
admixtures.The opposite of A MIND WITH NO HANKERING OR YEARNING would be, for
instance,if you gavesomethingaway and then afterwardsregrettedit. A VAST MIND is expansive
and broad. A GREAT MIND means the very greatestmind there is. Nothing is greater. THE
BODHISATTVA, USING THOSE TEN MINDS, ATTAINS ENTRY TO THE SECOND GROUND OF
LEAVING FILTH. The Bodhisattva,by employingthoseten kinds of profoundminds in cultivation,
canattaintheSecondGroundandleaveall defiling filth far behind.

DISCIPLES OF THE BUDDHA--Vajra TreasuryBodhisattvaagaincalls out: All of you disciplesof
the Buddha,WHEN THE BODHISATTVA DWELLS UPON THE GROUND OF LEAVING FILTH,
HIS NATURE OF ITSELF LEAVES ALL KILLING FAR BEHIND. HE DOES NOT COLLECT
KNIVES OR STAVES. He, himself,doesnot collect--thatis, doesnot retainor prepare--knives,staves,
or any instrumentsof killing. HE DOES NOT CHERISH RESENTMENT OR HATRED. The
Bodhisattvahasno resentmentor hatredin his mind for anyone. HE HAS SHAME, AND HE HAS
REMORSE. He always hasa senseof greatshameand great remorse. HE IS ENDOWED WITH
HUMANENESS AND RECIPROCITY. This meansthatonedoesnot subjectothersto whatonewould
not want to be subjectedto oneself.For instance, if you would not want othersto oppressyou, then
you yourselfdo not oppressotherpeople. If you yourselfwould not like to bescoldedby people,then
you do not scold others. Thoseare all minds of humanenessand reciprocity. Humanenessmeans
beingkind andcompassionatetowardspeople,andreciprocityalsomeansa senseof forgiveness.No
matter who doeswhat wrong, you forgive them. He is endowedwith this mind of humanelove,
thismind of reciprocityandforgiveness.

TOWARDS ALL LIVING BEINGS WHO HAVE A LIFE-- with regardto all living beingswith
sentience,that is, all living beings who have blood and breath and so have lives--HE ALWAYS
BRINGS FORTH THOUGHTS OF BENEFIT AND KINDLY MINDFULNESS. He alwayswants to
benefit all those living beings and be kind and compassionatetowards all people. THIS
BODHISATTVA WOULD NOT WITH EVIL MIND EVEN TROUBLE LIVING BEINGS-- hewould not
maliciouslycauseliving beingsto becomeafflicted--HOW MUCH THE LESS GIVE RISE TO HEAVY
INTENT AND ACTUALLY KILL OR HARM AND WHOM HE REALIZES ARE LIVING
BEINGS. Beingawarethat they areliving beings,hewould not employa heavily evil mind andthen
carryout that "heavyintent" to kill or harmliving beings. Becausetheyareliving beings,oneshould
have an attitude of humanenessand reciprocity towards them; one should not kill and harm
them. to be continued

CORRECTION
to News,Issue145

TheSino-AmericanBuddhistAssociationsponsoredthefirst transmissionof thecompletepreceptsfor
BhikshusandBhikshunisin theUnitedStatesin a traditional108-dayordinationprogramfrom June7



to September22, 1972. Similar ordinationprogramswere held from June24 to October10, 1976,
andfrom July13 to October28,1979.

THE 1982 PRECEPT PLATFORM COMMENCES ON JULY 8, AND CONTINUESFOR108DAYS,
CULMINATING WITH THE ORTHODOXTRANSMISSIONON OCTOBER24,1982.


