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DELEGATION TO PARIS
BY BHIKSHUNI JIN CANG, ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY SALLY SHIH

After waiting at the Polish airport for an extended period of
time, the delegation finally got on the plane and headed for
the next destination, Paris. Most people felt refreshed after
taking a nap during the two-hour flight. Upon our arrival, we
were greeted by Parisian disciples who appeared very happy
to  see the Venerable Master’s Sangha disciples once again.

It took about two hours in the car to arrive at Chinagora,
a historic hotel in Paris’ Chinatown. We saw many familiar
faces among the French laypeople, including those who joined
the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance at the City of  Ten
Thousand Buddhas in April. Due to the sincerity of these
disciples, we decided to hold a Great Compassion Guan Yin
Dharma Assembly in France.

Although there is a group of disciples who admire the
Venerable Master’s merit and virtue, the conditions for estab-
lishing a monastery in France have not yet ripened. However,
the local disciples managed to transform a banquet hall in
Chinagora Hotel into a beautiful and yet simple place of
practice. Purified by great compassion water and adorned
with Buddhist images and decorations, the banquet hall was
transformed into a pure practice site for sutra recitation and
repentance. We were amazed by and praised their wonderful
handiwork, while realizing that “it is the same six sense organs
that experience samsara and experience eternal tranquility.”

 The participants enjoyed the activities of  the Dharma
assembly, including meditation, Tai Qi, morning recitation,
evening recitation and meal offering, as well as the recitation
of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Universal Door Chapter in the
morning and the Great Compassion Repentance in the
afternoon. Following the repentance, the eleven Dharma
Masters took turns lecturing on the Universal Door Chapter,
sharing their understanding and personal responses while ex-
plaining the twenty-six verses from the chapter. Even though
these response stories occurred a long time ago, they were as
vivid as ever. They illustrated Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s vow to
fulfill a myriad wishes. The audience was filled with the joy of
Dharma and grew in faith towards Guan Yin Bodhisattva.

After dinner, it was time for informal Dharma talks. It
followed the same theme as the one advocated by Venerable
Master in his 1990 visit to Europe regarding the “coming
together of north and south, tolerance and acceptance among
religions. During this visit, the Dharma Masters used humor
or personal stories to remind the audience that Buddhadharma



D
H

A
R

M
A R

E
A

L
M

 N
E

W
S

SEPTEMBER 2007  VAJRA BODHI SEA 43

VegSource Interactive, Inc

is all-encompassing. During this special period when different Bud-
dhist traditions have arrived in Europe, Buddhists can learn about
different paths of practice. However, it is important to also be able
to choose the proper Dharma method and to apply these principles
in order to reach the shore of liberation safely.

One evening lecture focused on vegetariansim. DM Heng Sure
shared his learning from attending the International Healthy Lifestyle
Expo. In past years, the participants had mostly been doctors, ath-
letes and scientists. The sponsor of  the event, VegSource Interactive,
Inc. started inviting religious group to attend in the hope that they
would encourage people to live healthy lifestyles. Thus, vegetarian-
ism is not only a religious practice, but is of great importance in
improving human health and preserving harmonious ecological sys-
tems on planet earth.

 DM Heng Sure also mentioned that he learned about content-
ment and appreciation from each of the offering from bystanders
during his journey of three steps one bow. A meal is an important
opportunity for practicing the Five Contemplations. Those who can
do this properly will have a clear and kind heart that can be felt by all
living beings.
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It is important to mention that while the delegation was in France,
there were over a dozen students and alumni of Developing Virtue
Secondary School helping out. These students came from France, the
Netherlands, Belgium and the United States. Some of them shared their
experience in attending the high school. One student from the Nether-
lands said that he was so touched by the Venerable Master’s vow to
translate Sutras that he wanted to study his native language, Dutch, in
order to help realize the Venerable Master’s vow in the future. When the
Dharma Masters heard his talk, they asked him to repeat his wish again
in his native language. These young people’s honest and unpretentious
attitude is a bright light of hope for world peace. This reminded me of
what the Venerable Master said at UNESCO in Paris, in 1990:

“Education is the the most thorough and fundamental form of
national defense. Now, I want to travel among the United Nations with
these qualities of humaneness,justice, virtue, filial respect, brotherhood,
loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness, integrity, and a sense
of shame, using this elixir to save the souls, lives, and inherent natures of
all young people throughout the world.”

 Seventeen years later, these young adults seem to be a fitting mani-
festation of  the speech made by the Venerable Master.

There was a small touching story during the session. A couple from
the Netherlands had paid an attorney to process their divorce. However,
after attending the Dharma assembly and listening to the lecture by DM
Sure, they decided to keep their marriage and their family together. The
Buddha Dharma is inconceivable indeed!

 The weeklong Guan Yin Session ended on July 29th. Exactly a
hundred people participated in the transmission of the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts. It was the first time that many of them had heard of
the Venerable Master’s Dharma. Most of  them were actually quite young.
Maybe this was the result of  the seeds the Venerable Master planted
seventeen years ago. As the Venerable Master’s disciples, all we could do
was to follow the footsteps of  the Venerable Master and continue to
cultivate the seeds of  Proper Dharma where they are just starting to
flourish in Europe.


