
DRBA ATTENDS FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON BHIKSHUNI ORDINATION

BY BHIKSHUNI HENG YIN  / CHINESE TRANSLATED BY REN DE

Led by Dharma Master Sure, the delegation of  the Dharma Realm Bud-
dhist Association (DRBA) to Europe departed from San Francisco on
July 16, 2007 and attended the First International Congress on Buddhist
Women's Role in the Sangha: Bhikshuni Vinaya and Ordination Lineages
at the University of  Hamburg, Germany, from July 18-20, 2007. The
delegation of  nineteen included one other Bhikshu, DM Jin Yong, ten
Bhikshunis, DM Liang, DM Gwei, DM Shr, DM Rang, DM Yin, DM Je,
DM Shen, DM Jin De, DM Jin Rou and DM Jin Cang, and seven
laypeople.

The International Congress was convened at the Dalai Lama’s re-
quest to examine the possibility of Bhikshuni ordination in Tibetan and
Theravada traditions as well. Although no definite decision was reached
by the end of the congress, as many had hoped for, the congress did lay
an important foundation for the future development of the Sangha.

Since the 1960s, the Dalai Lama had asked for an examination of the
current Tibetan practice of non-ordination of nuns. During the Dalai
Lama’s visit to Zurich in 2005 he mentioned: “Although there has previ-
ously been discussion regarding the Bhikshuni ordination, no decision
has been reached. However we need to bring this to a conclusion. We
Tibetans alone can’t decide this. Rather, it should be decided in collabo-
ration with Buddhists from all over the world...’”

This unprecedented conference was attended by some 400 monastic
and lay participants from nineteen countries, the majority of which were
women. Presentations were given by sixty-five senior Sangha members
and scholars from the major Buddhist traditions (Theravada including
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Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Bangladesh and Mahayana including
China, Vietnam, Korea, and Tibet), focusing on the foundation and
history of the Bhikshuni order, Bhikshuni ordination, history of the
Vinaya lineages, polarity between tradition and requirements of
modern times, and examples for the revival of the dual ordination
and Vinaya training. It became apparent that nuns in different tradi-
tions have access to varying levels of monastic training and Vinaya
study.

DRBA’s presentation was titled “The Flourishing of the Buddhist
Sangha in North America: Master Hsuan Hua’s Vision for Bhikshuni
Sangha Organization and Implementation.” DM Sure introduced the
presentation by declaring that the flourishing of Buddhist women and
the empowering of nuns reflected his own interests as a Bhikshu. DM
Liang then presented a slideshow sharing how the organization of
DRBA Sangha allows women to participate fully in spiritual practice
and monastic responsibilities. Her talk described how the Venerable
Master established a Bhikshuni Sangha in North America, including the
organizational structure of  DRBA, the Sangha and Laity Training
Programs, the the 108-day ordination training period, the role of the
Bhikshuni Sangha in the ordination process, and Bhikshunis’ responsi-
bilities in DRBA. Those interested in reading the full paper may down-
load it at www.drbu.org/download/papers. The speakers from
DRBA and several other traditions emphasized the importance of a
comprehensive system of nurturing and training nuns both before and
after ordination.

As a member of the delegation, I was delighted to be able to see,
hear, and meet Buddhist nuns from Germany, Australia, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Korea, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and especially Tibet.

On the evening before the close of the congress, when partici-
pants were invited to suggest possible resolutions, a Tibetan nun from
Nepal spoke up. With the audience’s support and encouragement, four
or five other Tibetan nuns also shared their feelings. Two themes
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emerged: 1) they were unaware of the issues surrounding being a
Bhikshuni and were astonished to hear so many Western monastics
and scholars discussing the gender inequality and the Tibetan nuns'
lack of status. Since Tibet never had a Bhikshuni lineage, these novice
nuns did not feel discriminated against. They only wanted to be able
to receive higher ordination so that they could complete their studies
for the Geshe degree (an academic degree in Buddhist philosophy).
They truly appreciate the support shown by Western countries, but
their focus is not on seeking status or equal rights. 2) They value the
Dharma and consider spiritual practice to be most important, and
they wish to see the Bhikshuni order established to keep Buddha
Dharma in the world and rescue all living beings.

All Buddhist traditions expressed overwhelming support for the
primary focus of the Congress, namely, the establishment of the
Bhikshuni order in the Tibetan tradition. At the close of the congress,
the Dalai Lama issued a formal statement affirming that, “The four-
fold Buddhist community (of Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas, and
Upasikas) is incomplete in the Tibetan tradition. If we can introduce
the Bhikshuni ordination within the Tibetan tradition, that would be
excellent in order to have the fourfold Buddhist community
complete... Given that women are fully capable of achieving the
ultimate goal of  the Buddha's teachings, in harmony with the spirit
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of the modern age, the means and opportunity to achieve this
goal should be completely accessible to them...”

The Dalai Lama encouraged the Tibetan Sangha to do more
research and have more discussion among themselves regard-
ing Bhikshuni ordination. His Holiness also hoped that starting
next year, the Bhikshunis who practice in the Tibetan tradition
and were ordained in the Dharmaguptaka tradition could per-
form three monastic ceremonies together, namely the posadha
(the bimonthly confession and recitation of precepts), the varsa
(the rains retreat) and the pravarana (the rains retreat’s conclud-
ing ceremony) as preparation for the establishment of a Bhikshuni
Sangha in the near future. He welcomed them to translate these
rites into Tibetan and to conduct them in Dharamsala, India.

During a follow-up meeting held on the morning of July
21, the Dalai Lama provided further details of the road ahead
towards establishing full ordination for women. Among those
was a conference to take place next winter in India where senior
Tibetan monks can meet with senior members of the other
Buddhist monastic orders worldwide. It will provide a forum
where community-wide discussions can be conducted, and a
consensus on ordination practices may be reached.

DELEGATION TO POLAND
BY BHIKSHUNI JIN ROU / CHINESE TRANSLATED BY QINGYAN XIE

Overnight train from Hamburg to Warsaw, Poland: At the break
of  dawn, anxious to see Poland, I clambered down from the
top berth of the sleeper where four of us nuns had slept that
night, and rushed to the window. I saw a land of flat plains, yet
far from monotonous. Picturesque fields of wheat striped with
rows of purple cabbage, beetroots, and potatoes stretched into
the distant woods. Scattered among the fields were pristine farm
houses with high-pitched red roofs and white-washed walls made
of mud-brick. Bright yellow sunflowers grew in every backyard,
and wild flowers followed us along the railroad tracks.

Suddenly, I was aware of the sound of the wheels singing
along the tracks and had a flashback of the movies I had seen of
World War II. The sound was the same as that of  the Nazi trains
that carried carloads of  Jewish people from Warsaw to the gas
chambers. But these passengers did not have whistle-clean sheets
and steaming hot meals that were provided for us. They were
packed in like cattle, left to sleep on the hard floor in the freezing
cold, with only bread to eat. Facing the unknown, they had noth-
ing more than the comfort of others sharing the same fate. Many
died along the way and were swept out the doors like dust, leav-
ing their bones to be buried alone amid the wild flowers.
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