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In 1995, when Shifu (Venerable Master Hsuan Hua) said to us
“When the conditions ripen, be sure to bring the True Dharma
back to China.” At the time, a thought arose in my mind: Shifu
brought the True Dharma from the East to the West; why should
we bring it back to the East again?

After working with China for over 20 years, I saw the changes
in China especially in Buddhism. True, many Buddhist monas-
teries have been restored and opened to the public now; and
many new Sangha members are graduating from Buddhist
academies. However, you still see hundreds of people waiting
in a long line just to go into the Buddha Hall to say a prayer
because they think the closer they kneel in front of the Buddha
and pray, the faster their wishes will come true; or they will
spend thousands of dollars to offer a giant incense stick be-
cause they are told that the bigger the incense stick, the larger
their blessings. This is the kind of “Buddhism” that most people
know about!

Due to the lack of  Dharma lectures and books that intro-
duce Buddhism using plain language and simple explanations,
and the lack of  Sangha to preach the True Dharma, many
people, especially the younger generation (under 40 and born
after the Cultural Revolution), are still in the dark about Buddhism!

Shifu was right! People in China are hungry to receive True
Dharma! Young people need spiritual support! Educated people
want to understand the true Buddhism! Therefore, a special task
to publish Sutras with Shifu’s commentaries in China was started
in the year of 2005. After many efforts and negotiations with
the government publisher and with the help of the Buddhist
Text Translation Society (BTTS), a contract was signed in March
of 2006. And three Sutras with Shifu’s commentary, namely the
Amitabha Sutra, the Sutra in Forty-two Sections, and the Sixth
Patriarch Sutra were published at the end of  August just in
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time to be displayed at the International Book Fair held in Beijing.
We had purchased 3,000 sets (a total of  9,000 books) for

free distributions to many other monasteries in China. The fol-
lowing are places that people in China can get our books for
free: (Some places were out of books already before a new
shipment came in. Updated information can be found on our
Chinese website—www.drbachinese.org)

 Guo Qing Lecture Monastery, Tiantai Shan, Zhejiang
Province

 Wan Nian Monastery, Tiantai Shan, Zhejiang Province
 Qi Yin Chan Monastery, Yang Shan, Hong Jiang Xiang, Yi
Chun City, Jiangxi Province

 Bao Jia Medical Equipment Company
   214 Dao Chu Jing Yu Street,
   Harbin City, Heilongjiang Province

Hong Fa Monastery, Xian Hu, Luo Hu, Shenzhen City,
Guangdong Province

 Jiangsu Jinjiang Huate International Travel Service Co., Ltd.,
3rd Floor, Times Huafu Mansion, #33 Jinxianghe Road,
Nanjing, Jiangsu Province

 Buddhist Organization Beijing, Embassy of the Republic
of   Indonesia, 4 Dong Zhi Men Wai Da Jie, Chaoyang
District, Beijing

 King Asoka Monastery, Ningbo, Zhejiang Province
 Kai Yuan Monastery, Fuzhou City,  Fujian Province
 Rou Shen Bao Dian, Da Jiuhua Shan, Anhui Province
 Shu Xiang Monastery, Feng Jing District, Wutaishan, Shanxi
Province

 Ji Le Monastery, 9 Dong Da Zhi Jie, Nangang District,
Harbin City, Heilongjiang Province
 Ji Xian Xian Da Pu Ti Monastery, Shuangyashan City,
Heilongjiang Province

 Da Ling Guang Monastery, Beijing
 Fa Yuan Monastery, Beijing
 Qingdao Zhan Shan Monastery, Qingdao City, Shandong
Province

 Zhen Ru Chan Monastery, Yunjushan, Yongxiu County,
Jianxi Province

 Wan Fo Monastery, Gu Lian Tai, Hebei Province
 Bei Putuo Shan Putuo Monastery, Putuo Shan, Liaoning Prov-
ince

 Gao Min Monastery, Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province
The Publisher sold over 3,000 sets (a total of 9,000 books)

through bookstores and online selling as of March, 2007 ac-
cording to the Royalty Fee they sent us, and they are willing to
print more Sutras with Shifu’s commentaries for us.

9,000
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 (http://www.asianews.it/index.
php?l=en&art=9021&size=A#)

Here is some feedback I received from readers while travel-
ing in China in March and April of 2007:

1.  Many people like Shifu’s easy-to-understand commentaries;
2.  Many young people like to read the books since the Sutras

are printed in simplified characters;
3.  Many people like our books both for their beautiful de-

sign and the quality of printing.
Since DRBA/BTTS announced that Shifu’s Sutras with com-

mentaries would be published in China, contributions for this
special purpose have been pouring in from all over.

Therefore we plan to reprint 5,000 sets (15,000 books) of
the three Sutras mentioned above for free distributions to some
more monasteries in China that have not yet received our books.

DRBA/BTTS is also planning to print three other Sutras
with Shifu’s commentaries, namely 5,000 copies each of the
Earthstore Bodhisattva Sutra and “The Universal Worthy Chap-
ter” of  the Flower Ador nment Sutra , 10,000 copies of  “The
Universal Door Chapter”.

Since the Government Publisher will publish only Sutras with
Shifu’s Commentary for us, all other books will have to be pub-
lished in other places. Therefore, the printing of The Brief Biog-
raphy of  Venerable Master Xuan Hua, The True Meanings of  Tak-
ing Refuge, and Amitabha, Our Kind Father (A picture book for
youngsters), was negotiated with the government in Heilongjiang
Province. As of now, we have received approval from the County
Government of  Jixian, the City Government of  Shuangya and
the Provincial Government of  Heilongjiang Province. We are
still awaiting a final permit from the Government Publishing
Department before the books can be printed. Once these books
are approved and published, they will distributed to the public
for free at monasteries in China.

China is a big country with an enormous population. A few
thousand books are just like a tiny drop of water in the ocean.
Please read the article in the Asia News on April 17, 2007 about
the current rise of Buddhism in China (http://www.asianews.
it/index.php?l=en&art=9021&size=A#).

In order to propagate the True Dharma, liberate beings from
suffering, repay the kindness of  our beloved Teacher, the Vener-
able Master Xuan Hua, and plant a good seed in our field of
blessings, we shall help keep this wonderful project going for as
long as possible!

On behalf of all the people in China that have benefited, can
benefit, or will benefit by these publications, I bow with all my
heart to those who have helped and will help make this project
possible! May Buddha bless everyone! May every being attain
Buddhahood!


