Laureate of the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education, 2000
visits Gold Coast Dharma Realm in Australia
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The garden was still gleaming with the green of summer growth, giving
way to a tinge of Australia’s autumn hues. It was March 10, 2007, a
perfect day for an honored visit from Professor Toh and his wife, Virginia,
both from the Multi-Faith Centre at Griffith University, Brisbane.

Professor Toh Swee-Hin, ditector of the Centre and Laureate of the
UNESCO Prize for Peace Education (2000), has been promoting
education, research, action, and interfaith dialogue for a culture of peace
since the mid-70s. He has also worked in collaboration with the Interna-
tional Institute on Peace Education, Asian Pacific Centre of Education
for International Understanding, Parliament of the World’s Religions, and
Religions for Peace.

His wife, Dr. Virginia Cawagas from the Philippines, is an adjunct
associate professor, School of Education and Professional Studies, and
is also the project coordinator for the Multi-Faith Centre.

Rosaline Kang, a dharma protector of Gold Coast Dharma Realm
(GCDR), met Professor Toh and Virginia at a multi-faith event and in-
vited them to visit the Gold Coast for the day.

They were charmed by the contrast of the formal sculptured gar-
den at GCDR and the Arhat trail fringed with bush in the back, which
meanders among twenty stone statues of great Arhats placed amidst a
natural hush that the tall gum trees inspire. The Arhats glowed in the
speckles of sun that filtered through the bush, and the guests drank in the
nectar of morning sounds as resident birds began their daily renewal of

territorial rights in song.
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As we were strolling back from the Arhat trail, to everyone’s
delight, a pair of rainbow lorikeets swept across the placid
landscape, glimmering against the green hillside. With the wild
rush of their beating wings and piercing notes, they disappeared
in a grove of wattle trees growing around the “billabong”
(waterhole in aborigine language) where the wallabies come to
drink.

On the way to the library, everyone gathered around the
Guan Shi Yin pool and fountain. The still water, lit by the morn-
ing sun, cast a sea of sparkles upon the bronze image, dancing
in the folds of the Compassionate Bodhisattva’s robes. “Only
an architect who was not of this world could create such beauty,”
said Virginia.

Noting the natural beauty and peace found at Gold Coast
Dharma Realm, Professor Toh mentioned that he would like to
propose possible student visits in the future.

Professor Toh has arranged for the Multi-Faith Centre to
sponsor a talk by Reverend Heng Sure during his forthcoming
visit to Australia in July. They had the opportunity to meet each
other during the 2004 Parliament of the World’s Religions in
Barcelona. Dr. Toh and Virginia said that they hope to visit the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas one day.

Gold Coast Dharma Realm

Avatamsaka Retreat, August 2007

Sutra Chanting and Sy//abary
in English and in Chinese

August 11--August 27
Ullambana Day will be also celebrated on August 27
(Arrival date: August 10)

Plus daily meditation, taiji & exercise, vegetarian meals,
work periods, talks on Dharma, questions and answers

Venue: Gold Coast Dharma Realm

106 Bonogin Road

Mudgeraba, Queensland Postcode 4213, Australia
Tel: +61-7-5522-8788 Fax: (07) b522-7822

Donation to cover 3 meals and lodging is $10/day.
Contact gcdr@gmail.com for scholarship information

or to apply by e-mail.
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