HERS
ﬁ LB
Pure Sound From Silicon Valley

20086 A 5146 #7  Issue 146, June, 2008

E B ROMAK > RERFRHE | BBEWT |
o BT | ot R FARREAIAN | FAARRA A |

Ah! Ah! My friend. Lets all discuss and think.
Which is the cause, which is the Effect. If you are unselfish. you will not have any worries.
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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All the Myriad Things Are Speaking the Dharma
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If you understand, you can put it down. If you don't understand, you will be attached.

%2 LA M %/ By the Venerable Master Hua
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Y ou all have heard that
in the Avatamsaka
"The Buddhas
manifest hundreds of thousands

Sutra it says,
of millions of sounds to proclaim
the wonderful Dharma for living
beings." We should awaken to the
fact that all the sounds in the
world are speaking the Dharma.
It is said,
The sounds of the brooks are
all simply the vast, long tongue.
The hues of the mountains are
none other than the pure body.

The sounds of the streams
and creeks are just like the vast,
long tongue of the Buddha,
proclaiming the wonderful
Dharma. The hues of the green
mountains are all the pure
Dharma-body, delighting those
who see them. If you understand
this principle, then absolutely
everything in the world is
speaking the Dharma.

Good people speak good
Dharma for you, and bad people
speak bad Dharma for you.
Horses speak the Dharma of being
a horse, and cows speak the
Dharma of being a cow, enabling
you to understand how they got
to be horses and cows. As a
matter of fact, in their previous
lives, horses and cows were
probably people who were unfilial
to their parents and disrespectful
to their teachers. Perhaps they
refused to listen to the
of their

parents and teachers, so

admonishments
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they turned their backs to
them. Now that they have
become animals in this life,
they are pretty much the same.

In general, if you observe
the five precepts and practice the
ten good deeds, you can be
born in the human realm or
the heavens. If you have greed,
anger and stupidity in your mind,
you will fall into the three evil
paths.

Cats catch mice, tigers
prey on rabbits, and the weak are
eaten by the strong--these are all
speaking the Dharma. Each has
its own cause and effect, its own
standing, and its own wonderful
Dharma. Professors speak the
Dharma of professors, and students
speak the Dharma of students.
Bhikshus speak the Dharma of
Bhikshus, and Bhikshunis speak
the Dharma of Bhikshunis. Sentient
beings are speaking the Dharma,
and insentient things are also
speaking the Dharma. If you can
recognize this, then the green
mountains, the white clouds, the
yellow flowers, and the green
bamboo are all speaking the
Dharma. All the myriad things
and creatures are speaking the
Dharma.

Robbers loot the wealth
and property of other people
because those people robbed
them in previous lives, and they
are now collecting the debt. If
they weren't robbed in the past,
and they rob the wealth and

property of others now, they will
be robbed in the future in order
to pay their debt. That's the
principle of retribution in the
cycle of cause and effect.

Therefore, people should
act in an upright way, be altruistic
and unselfish. Don't try to take
advantages. If you gain advantages
by forcing it, you are actually
taking a loss. It is said, "To take
a loss is to gain an advantage."
Keep that in mind, and don't
forget it! If you're not supposed
to gain an advantage, but you insist
on getting it, you will just lose
capital. If you're supposed to gain
an advantage, and you don't try to
get it, then you are putting a deposit
in the bank.

Thus, each person should
stand in his proper place and do
his best to fulfill his obligations.
You should not be greedy for
unexpected wealth, nor should
you drink too much alcohol. This
is also speaking the Dharma.

The emerald-green bamboo is
Jjust the Dharma-body.
The thriving yellow flowers are
nothing but Prajna.

That's how we should
contemplate them. If you
understand, you can put it down.
If you don't understand, you
will be attached.
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Kindness Begins in the Home
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This educational, touching story, adopted by the Dharma Master from “One Hundred Stories
About Respect”, was performed by Mr. Chou family as a puppet show in the GSM’s annual

Cherish Youth Festival.
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I i'irst stage:
Narrator: A  mother is

quickly hurrying home.

Mother: Ah, why is it that my fate
as a mother is so poor? I can only
make a meager wage on the street to
support my family. I am already in
such bad shape, and my little boy
Tony used to be so respectful. Now,
he becomes angry at any time! If I
come home late, he will become
mad, yell at me and say that he’s
hungry, and doesn’t think about my
hardships. He even hits me, and
steals my money and spends on
whatever he wants!

Oh! Gwan Yin Bodhisattva, please
protect my son, let Tony lose his
bad temper and become a good
young man. Thank you Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva, thank you Na Mo
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva...............

Second stage: three young men
singing together

Alex: Aha! Gold Sage Monastery’s
Puppet Show is very good at singing
the song of cause and effect. It is too
good, too good! The more I sing, the
more delighted I become. As I hum
and think, I begin to appreciate the
song more. | nearly become happy
enough to enter Samadhi!

Peter: So will I! Let us continue to
work hard. Maybe we will become
enlightened!

Tony: Hahaha that’s too good!
Peter: And, and, and there is a song

with such meaning! Come, let’s sing
together!

(The elephant puppet comes out and
everyone dance and sing together. )
Alex: Elephant, elephant, why is
your nose so long, eh?

Peter: (Like an elephant) My mother
said a long nose is beautiful! (laugh)

Tony: Haha, wonderful! What a
foolish dream! Are you pretty only if
you have a long nose? If you think
so, you will turn into an elephant!
The Dharma Master said we cannot
have these vain dreams. That’s why
we have to gather out mind, cultivate
it, have no foolish dreams and attain
Samadhi power. That’s how we’ll

have peace and happiness.

Peter: Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes!
This is very, very, ..., very, very im-

portant!

Alex: Yes, yes, we have to enter
Samadhi, attain enlightenment, gain
wisdom and become very intelligent,
so that we can be smart and cool.
The dharma master says we must
plant good roots, do good deeds to
help people, and... and... and go on
pilgrimages! You should go to Potola
Mountain for a pilgrimage in order to
meet Gwan Yin Bodhisattva. As I've
heard, Gwan Yin Bodhisattva is very
kind to everyone. With her thousand
eyes and thousand hands, she helps
people with their troubles.

Tony: Hmm.. She sounds very
wise. | want to go see Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva!

Third stage:
Narrator: Then Tony rode a boat to
the Potola Mountain. It is the home
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of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva. He spent a
long time and looked everywhere for
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva.

Tony: Where is Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva? Where is Gwan
Yin Bodhisattva? Where is
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva? Man I’m
tired! I’ve been searching for
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva all day! I
am so tired! Hmm... this tree
looks really comfortable and
shady; maybe I’ll take a nap. So...
sleepy....
Narrator: While sleeping, Tony
dreamed that the old man came to

him.

Old man: I have an important mission
to complete. I need to tell Tony one
very important message. Tony, Tony.
Ah, here is Tony. Tony, Tony. Tony
is sound asleep. What can I do?
Ah..., yes, I can enter his dream and
give him the message. Tony, Tony. I
know you are looking for Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva. But you know what?
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva has been
looking for you too; and is now
waiting for you at your home. So,
please go home. And you will see
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva, appearing as a
woman, wearing one shoe forwards,
and one shoe backwards; and wearing
her robe inside-out. Remember, one

shoe backwards and robe inside-out.

Tony: An old man in my dream
told me to go home to see Gwan
Yin Bodhisattva ... Alright! I’ll go
home!

Narrator: The boy suddenly woke
up and felt a great longing to go home.
He caught the ferry and returned to his
village.
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Forth stage:

Narrator: When Tony reached his
home in the middle of the night, he
knocked loudly on the door. His
mother awakened with a fright. Then
she flung the door open. When Tony
saw his mother....

Tony: Na Mo Gwan Yin Bodhisattva!
Na Mo Gwan Yin Bodhisattva! Na No
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva! You’ve been
in my house all along! I had no idea!

Mother: Tony! What’s wrong? It’s
mother! Why are you bowing to me?
Why are you saying Gwan Yin’s
Bodhisattva’s name?

Tony: Mom why is your robe reversed
and your shoe on backwards?

Mother: You come home at midnight,
knocking on the door so loud and
rushed! 1 thought you were very
angry again and scared me to
death! So while I quickly came to
open the door, I put my robe on inside
out and one shoe backwards!

Tony: Sorry! I'm so sorry Mother!
I’'m s000000 sorry! I am not a devoted
son! I promise that I will be a better

person and a better son.

Narrator: From that time on, the
son was kind to his mother and
to everyone. He and his mother
worshipped Gwan Yin Bodhisattva
every day and visited Potala
Mountain every year to pay their
respects. When the boy grew up,
he became an official and was

respected by everyone.
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Back to Amitabha’s Arm by
Great Compassionate Recitation (2)
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I would like to thank the
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas,
Venerable Master, Dharma masters,
and all my Dharma fiiends who
helped recite the Buddha’s name
for helping my mother attain rebirth
in the western land of Ultimate
Bliss
husband has already described

without obstacles. My

the events that took place when
my mother was reborn in the Pure
Land. Now, I want to talk about
some of my experiences and what
we, as children, can do.

First of all, we have to
recite the Buddha’s name regularly.
The Venerable Master was just
talking about it in the tape. If we
wait until the time of our death to
repent and to recite the Buddha’s
name, unless we are able to give
rise to very strong faith, it will be
very difficult for us to be reborn
in the Pure Land. When my
mother was sick, she recited the
Buddha’s name too, but when the
cancer was in its final stage and
she was staying in the hospital,
she could not recite the Buddha’s
name, because the only thing she
wanted was to get morphine for
painkiller. At that point, we
kept on encouraging her and
comforting her that she should
not take the morphine shots
unless it hurt very badly. She
should be faithful and use the
Buddha’s name as painkiller. After
she had been in the hospital for a
week, she finally picked up her
faith and decided take morphine
as little as possible. It went from
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a shot of morphine every two
hours to a shot every eight hours,
and at the end, it was a shot of
morphine every twelve hours.
From this, I believe in depth that
we should recite the Buddha’s
name and repent regularly; we
shouldn’t do it at the last minute.
If we don’t do it until the very
last moment, we will have an
overwhelming feeling of despair,
because we want to do it, but
don’t have the ability .

I would like to mention a
response related the Earth Store
Bodhisattva Sutra.

mother was in the hospital, not

When my

only was she in pain, she also
could not eat or drink. She
was entirely on morphine and
intravenous drips. As for the
intravenous drips, the spot let
the IV in would start to bruise
and swell about every three
days. The nurses would then
change the spot. I once asked my
friends about the IV drip needles.
They told me that most people
cannot go on intravenous drips
for more than a month, because
after all of the spots on the arms
had been used, and then the
only spots left would be the
blood vessels on the heel. That
is even more painful! [ remember
the third time when the nurses
helped my mother change spots
for the intravenous needle. I
happened to be present. My mother
has very thin blood vessels, so
when they changed the spot let
the IV in, she was screaming from

the pain. I was very saddened by
the sight. When I remembered that
she had to go through this every
time, I was even sadder. Originally,
my husband and I had already
been reciting the Earth Store
Bodhisattva
mother. From that day on for

Sutra for my

about eight days, we started to we
recited it twice a day until she
was released by the hospital; it
was unbelievable that the nurses
did not change the spot since
then.
spot did not bruise and swell. All

In addition, the original

of the nurses thought it was very
strange, because most people
who were on IV had to change
the spots every three to four days.
This goes to show that as long
as we recite the Earth Store
Bodhisattva

and wholeheartedly,

Sutra sincerely
we  will
have very big responses. So
should have

righteous faith and minds. As

regularly, we

long as we have faith, make
vows, and do them well, then we
will be able to go to the western
land of Ultimate Bliss.

Just now, the Dharma
Master told me to share with
everybody what we can do for
our parents. Spiritually, we
should encourage our parents to
recite the Buddha’s name and to
participate in Dharma assemblies
more often. [ remember that after
my mother took a fall for the first
time in 2003, many problems
broke out in her body. Because
we often encouraged her to recite
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the Buddha’s name, and she was
quite willing to do, she got well
very fast. In 2005, she had heart
problems, which made her body
very weak. That year for Emperor
Liang’s Jeweled Repentance, we
encouraged her to come to Gold
Sage Monastery to participate in
the repentance. Not only did she
participate, she also took the
Eight Fold Vegetarian Precepts.
After the repentance and the
precepts, she felt that her body
had taken a turn for the better,
and felt even stronger. We were
even able to take her traveling.
After that, she participated in
Emperor Jeweled
took the

Eight Fold Vegetarian Precepts

Liang’s
Repentance and

every year. Although she could
not do the whole repentance, she
still came on the first and last
day. Last year, when she had a
stroke, her body was in very
bad condition, and her body
was too weak to participate in
the repentance, but she insisted
on taking the eight precepts.
Therefore, as children, we
should encourage our parents to
recite the Buddha’s name regularly.
Then, they will very naturally have
a kind of Samadhi. Other than

reminding my mother to recite
the Buddha’s name and to bow to
the Buddha, I also reminded her
that when she was done with her
daily recitation schedule, she
should transfer the merit to the
beings that she had hurt in her
past lives, as well as all living
beings.

I would also like to talk
about some matters more practical
to our life. Before our parents
pass away, we should help them
understand that being reborn in
the land of Ultimate Bliss is a
very auspicious thing. Then they
know where they are going, and
when they are dying, not only
will they not be afraid, they will
single-mindedly want to go to the
Pure Land. At the same time, we
should also discuss with them all
about the consequences of the
necessitation processes and the
ceremony to be conducted. Not
only should we know what our
parents agree to, we must also
have legal documents. If the
parents are in life-threatening
conditions, the family members
Buddha’s

name to help them attain rebirth,

cannot recite the

controversially they are arguing
in the ways of processes, then

that is a very regretful event.

The last thing I want to talk
about is how I transferred merits
after I am done with my daily
recitation schedule. I begged the
Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and the
Venerable Master that (1) I
don’t dare to ask my mother be
an immortal and never die; I just
hope that she will be peaceful
and healthy, that the illnesses
she already has will not recur,
and that she will not have any
(2) T hope that
my mother will always have
faith, recite the Buddha’s name
vigorously, and that she will be
able to attain rebirth in the Pure
Land without any obstacles. (3) 1

new illnesses.

hope that all of the people who
help recite the Buddha’s name for
my mother will all be full in the
joy of the Dharma.

Other than sharing my
experiences and what I believe,
as children, we should do for our
parents, I would like to thank
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
Venerable Master, all Dharma
masters, and my Dharma
friends once again for fulfilling

my wishes. Amitabha!

A cultivator should always have a heart of kindness, compassion, joy, and renunciation whether
internally or externally, and treat people equally whether they are young, old, honorable or

humble. There will naturally be a response.

By the Venerable Master Hua
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GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

AHBIGE) Buddhist Events in June, 2008

6/ 1 SFEEIZESE (8:15AM ~4:00M)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
ﬁE 6/ 9~29 E%E_;ﬁg 8:00AM
Sunday Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation
6/ Ep —
1522 29 |/BBMBAZ Dharma Talk(9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM)
BT\ 6/7 |ERLNER+TEFRLTEE  150au
Sat. Thirteenth Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

AHBITEHE) Buddhist Events in June, 2008 H Date Lk
TN ENERFZBFREAFE
Thirteenth Anniversry of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana 6/8 8 S‘% ”f% Hﬁiﬁx
BEFHBENMETHATIRAIEE » HR6ASEIKNRE (CTTB)
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
X FEHE4 Great Compassion Repentance 4 8 1:00 pm (G € 2 F R 4M) N «%
LHHEE) Buddhist Events in July, 2008 HI Date Hu %k
AR A
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment 7/20 1A A,Q‘EZJ ﬁ% Ei“'iﬁ?(‘
BEFBEMETNETIBRAIEE > FRTATOATHRE (CTTB)
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
& & 24k 9f Elders’ Dharma Study Group 7/5 i 75 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM
A 15 7% 4 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 7/6 3 A 8:15AM ~ 4:00pM
#1257 Gwan Yin Recitation 7/13 # B 8:15AM ~ 2:30pM e %,:
55 2 3t ol S 3 RE b aeE o A
BB 5 5 B A A 721 38— 8:30AM ~ 10:20 AM Gold Sage
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Monastery

A2 Bz 55,774 The Shurangama Mantra Recitation

7/27 # H 8:00AM ~ 3:00pM

v oo

K & M5% @ Great Compassion Repentance

#81pm

11
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Dharma Realm Buddhist Association

Gold Sage Monastery
11455 Clayton Road, San Jose, CA 95127
Tel : (408) 923-7243 / Fax: (408) 923-1064

=R %A)/( /Qf@ G 4k www.drba.org
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Pilgrimage, Passing offering, The Flower Adornment Repentance
And The Flower Adornment Assembly

B NRRAZRFRIZEE
The Assembly in memory of
The 13" Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

TN ENERFZHSF 28 FHn

. 6ATR(EHN)BRTHTAEABEER - EFERF= 54230
L~ ARBE > T A FRE R o

2. 6A9R £29R BATHFIF G T EARFA o
B R R SR 5w |

The 13™ Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana

1.  Gold Sage Monastery will be hold ceremony in June 7, (Saturday) , The schedule
following—
The Pilgrimage-7:30am. Universal Bowing--9am Passing offering--10am
The Flower Adornment Repentance will be hold in the afternoon .

2. The Flower Adornment Sutra will be reverently recited at Gold Sage Monastery from
8am daily starting from June 9 ~ 29, 2008.

You are cordially invited.
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