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The computer, the electronic brain, cannot beat the spiritual brain.
Our spiritual brain does not run on electricity, it runs on our wisdom.

—  ERLELA RAFE
By the Venerable Master Hua
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No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantage, and no lying.
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The Spiritual Mantra of Great Compassion Penetrates Heaven and Earth
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If we recite the Great Compasszon Mantra sincerely, it certainly works.
We also have to refrain from lying for it to be efficacious.
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Good and Wise Advisors!
People who study the
Buddhadharma  should not
thoughts of greed or contention. Some

have

people are such that the more they
study, the more they want to contend,
the more they study, the greedier they
become.

This is my first visit to Belgium.
The majority of the people in the
audience here are Vietnamese.
Although there may be some
difficulty communicating because
of the language difference, people are
very orderly. When I went to Malaysia
and Taiwan, there were Buddhists there
whose every move manifested their
greed and contention.

Due to some miraculous events
that occurred during my first visit to
Malaysia, I was able to see what those
people there were really like. What
miracles am [ talking about? In
Malaysia there are many people
who are victims of hexes cast by
teachers of deviant cults.

There was one person I
remember who had been under the
influence of a hex for fifteen years.
Every day the hex drove him to the
point of committing suicide, but then
another part of him would tell him not
to kill himself. With one part of his
mind telling him to commit suicide and
another part telling him not to, every
day was a struggle between life
and death for him.

When I went to Malaysia, I
believe it was in Muar, there was
a person who got on his knees
and begged me to help him get
rid of a hex. He was in his fifties.
When [ heard his request, I
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picked up my gnarled cane and
dealt him a blow on the head. That
was on my first trip to Malaysia. I
was sick at the time and barely had
the strength to walk. Seeing me
walking so slowly, someone gave
me that stick to use as a walking
cane. And so when I heard about
the person's hex, I was so upset
that I picked up the cane and
gave him a whack with it. After
being struck, he stood up and ran.
After he had run a dozen steps
or so, he vomited uncountable
thousands of worms. After that,
he was well.

When news of this incident
spread, many people came to wait
for their turn to receive a beating,
but I didn't have time to hit them all.
This person had a sickness, and that
one had another sickness. The room I
was staying in was about a hundred
paces from the restroom. Every day
the path from my door to the restroom
was lined with people on their knees
who were waiting to ask for a beating.
I don't know if it was sincerity or
greed on their part, but they started
lining up at my door first thing in the
morning. When I came out of my
room to go to the restroom, there was
no space left for me to walk. They
blocked my way and surrounded me,
asking me to hit them. I had no choice
but to recite a "mantra." It was the
mantra for going to the restroom, and
it went, "If you don't get out of my
way, I'll relieve myself right on your
heads. If you're not afraid of being
sprayed with urine, then stay kneeling
where you are." When they heard that,
they finally opened up a path for me
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to pass. What is the point of this
story? It shows that those Buddhists
didn't understand the Buddhadharma.
When they weren't contending, they
were being greedy. They didn't care
whether a person had time or not; they
would block his path and struggle to be
first. They were contending. To study
Buddhadharma like that is not to
understand the Buddhadharma.

In studying Buddhadharma,
you should defer to others and be
courteous in all you do. Don't
contend with anyone. The City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas has six
"demon-spotting mirrors," and the
first one is not contending.

When [ was in Manchuria
[northeast China], once there was a
devastating epidemic of a contagious
disease. In one household of eleven
people, there were thirteen deaths in
three days. How could that be? It was
because there were two visitors when
the epidemic struck, and so the whole
family of eleven along with the two
visitors died, making thirteen in all.
There were deaths in many families.
Observing the situation, I didn't wait to
be called upon. I took a few disciples
with me, and we went to recite the Great
Compassion Mantra on the outskirts of
the village. After that the epidemic
subsided. Afterwards, many people
became Buddhists. They took refuge
with the Triple Jewel and became my
disciples.

Anyone who sincerely recites
the Great Compassion Mantra can
obtain a response. There was one
couple who had quarreled, and the
wife tried to commit suicide by
drinking lye. Drinking even a

mouthful of regular lye can be
lethal, not to mention a whole
bowlful, but she drank the kind
used to make beancurd, which is not
as strong. After the woman had drunk
the lye in anger, her son came to find
me, as | happened to be in their village at
the time. He didn't really know whether
I could help him, but in this emergency
he was willing to try anything. Since
he couldn't think of a better solution,
he ran to find me, got on his knees,
and told me what had happened. He
begged me to save his mother. At first
I declined, but he kept kneeling there
for twenty or thirty minutes. Seeing
that he was quite sincere, I went to his
home to recite the Great Compassion
Mantra.

When I arrived at his home,
his mother's eyes had rolled upwards
and the whites were showing; her
pupils could not be seen. White
foam came out of her mouth, and
she was unconscious. It seemed
hopeless. Nevertheless, 1 still
decided to try and recite the
Great Compassion Mantra. As |
recited, the lye started flowing out
of her mouth. She then regained
consciousness and vomited all the
lye she had swallowed. After that,
she became well.

From this, we should know that
if we recite the Great Compassion
Mantra sincerely, it certainly works.
The Great Compassion Mantra
penetrates heaven and earth, and
can cure all the 84,000 kinds of
illnesses in the world. But those
who recite the mantra have to be
sincere for it to work. They also

have to refrain from lying for it to
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be efficacious. If you lie all the
time, then reciting the Great
Compassion Mantra will not
have any effect.

I remember a girl from
Penang, Malaysia, whose last name
was Wang. In her past life she had
done a lot of hunting and had killed
many creatures, and so in this life
she was mute. She came to listen to
the Sutra lecture. After the lecture,
I told her to sincerely recite
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva's name
and the Great Compassion Mantra.
Everyone also recited for her. And
then she herself was able to speak
and recite Guanyin Bodhisattva's
name.

The following morning,
there were over a dozen people
asking me to help this mute person
and that mute person to gain the
ability to speak. There were over
a dozen people, and it would have
been impossible. But the fathers
of these mutes could speak, and
they said, "Last night you helped
that mute girl regain the capacity
of speech; today you should help
these ones do the same. If you
don't, we will criticize you in the
newspapers and sue you in
court." See how much trouble
this Dharma Master
upon himself, all because of his

brought

eagerness to help others! If I
had not concerned myself with
a single mute, I wouldn't have
had all this trouble.

In  Vancouver, Canada,
there was a woman surgeon.
When she was in medical school,

people made fun of her, saying,

6

"You dare to study medicine? In
medical school you have to perform
autopsies on human corpses. Are
you daring enough to do that?"
Hearing that, she immediately took
a knife, cut a piece of flesh
from a corpse, and ate it. Her
classmates were stunned and
exclaimed that she really had
guts, daring to eat the flesh of a
corpse. This woman was a surgeon,
and her surgical skill was both
swift and precise. However, the
ghost of the corpse whose flesh
she had eaten often bothered her
in her sleep. From somewhere she
heard that ghosts were afraid of
me, and that if she took refuge
with me she would get better.

She looked for an opportunity
to take refuge with me. After she had
taken refuge, the ghost stopped
bothering her at night. Then she
began to lecture on the
Buddhadharma, using her status
as a doctor. She told people
that the Buddhadharma is very
flexible. She said that everyone
can become a Buddha without
having to cultivate or hold the
precepts, because everyone is a
Buddha to begin with. She said
there was no need to lead a morally
disciplined life, so she herself
smoked and drank. She went
everywhere saying such things,
and eventually her retribution caught
up with her. She got cancer. She had
an operation and thought she was
cured, but she was still in terrible
pain. She ended up having five or
six operations in all. The doctors
told her that there was no hope

and that she would die.

Then she called a friend in
New York to say goodbye. She
told her friend how the doctors
had said she would die and how
there was no cure, and that she
was still in great pain after all the
operations. Her friend, who didn't
know me personally, wrote to me
saying, "My friend is a doctor who
Buddhadharma.
She has cancer. If she were to get

understands the

well, she would be able to save
other people. She could use her
status as a doctor to propagate the
Buddhadharma, and would be of
great help to Buddhism." I wrote
back asking who the person was.
Her friend knew that she had
taken refuge with me.

I remember that after she
had gotten cancer, she had come to
see me in Canada once. When I
asked her if she was sick, she had
denied it. She wasn't ready to admit
it. Then I scolded her. I scolded her
until she couldn't bear it anymore.
When she stood up and was about
to run away, I slapped her face and
said, "I'm chasing away the little
ghost! Let's see what this big ghost
can do!" Strangely enough, that
slap chased her cancer away. That
happened in Canada. How could
this happen? Because 1 have
never told a lie. If you tell lies,
nothing is efficacious. If you
don't, everything is efficacious.
That's why I hope Buddhists will
not contend, be greedy, seek
things, be selfish, pursue personal
advantages, or tell lies. This is very

important.
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1 vow to repent the boundless karma offenses
I created in the past
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I agree with Guo Pu about speaking less. I haven’t reminded everyone this year about not to
talk, so during break time it’s like the marketplace. I hope all of us can bow to the Buddhas with
a peaceful mind. After the bowing, please keep quiet and you don’t need to think about if your
repentance will be verified or not. If you keep thinking about the verification of repentance, this
thought will affect your bowing. So you bow with effort and sincerity, that’s enough. Save your

energy, essence and spirit during break time, this is critical——Dharma Master Yun
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My dharma name is
Chen Guo Pu, 1
want to extend my gratitude for
all dharma protectors who’ve
made this bowing session possible.
There is a true story about dharma
protectors at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas.

There were seven Vietnamese
laypeople who worked hard for the
JunKang Restaurant remodeling
job. They even worked late into
the night until 2:00 am when the
restaurant was about to reopen.
They were all exhausted when all
the remodeling work was done.
And when they got back to their
rooms that night, they all saw
extremely bright light at the same
time, lo and behold, Amitabha
Buddha, Gwan Yin Bodhisattva,
Manjushri Great Wisdom Bodhisattva,
and the Universal Worthy Great
Conduct Bodhisattva all manifested
in front of them. How rare and
supreme the vision was! So
when we try our best to help the
the Buddhas and

Bodhisattvas are actually there

monastery,

by our side. It’s just because
we are not sincere enough or we
don’t work exhaustedly (laugh!)
that the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
haven’t manifested themselves
in front of us. When you are
sincere enough, the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas will manifest to
increase our faith. And I believe
since they were able to see
Amitabha Buddha and many

Bodhisattvas, not only their

faith would be increased, they
would also be able to improve
their spiritual cultivation a lot
faster. We can imagine how
happy and amazed they were!

As for myself, I like bowing
repentance a lot. [ feel fulfilled
every time attending a bowing
session. And there was one special
experience that I always like to
share with people. It was in the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
when I attended a bowing session, [ was
sorrowful so I bowed single-mindly,
very focused without any other
thoughts. 1 followed the principle of
“the present moment” which means
I bow to the particular Buddha
when I chant his name and think
only about that Buddha while
chanting. And then I started to feel
an excruciating pain all over my
body from top to toe . I got
mouth pain, ear pain, eyes sore,
tongue pain, all my joints ached,
and my muscles were like yanked
There
of needles

out by a tiger or a lion.
seemed thousands
stung on my back. My body was
like cut into halves from my
waist. [ couldn’t even lie down
on the bed because my back was
so painful. I had no choice but
dragged my feet walking back to
the Buddha Hall. While I was
walking, I felt as if my body was
floating up and half of me was in
the coffin. However, when I
went back to the Buddha Hall, as
I bowed down, I felt a sense of

coolness in my joints. I was only




half conscious at the time, but I
knew that the Buddha Hall was
the right place for me so I kept
bowing. After the transference of
merit and virtues in the afternoon,
the pain was half gone. Yet when
I woke up the next day, all the
pain came back. Even though
the pain was almost unbearable, |
still had the appetite and strength
for lunch so that I could continue to
bow in the afternoon. And after the
transference of merit and virtues,
the pain was half gone again.
When I woke up the third day, all
kinds of pain were gone except
headache. My headache was
gone the fifth day and I felt
greatly relieved, delighted and at
ease.

All the pain was reminiscent
of the animals I ate this life. I
didn’t know what I ate in my
previous lives. Before switching
to a vegetarian diet, I loved to
eat freshly cooked fish, and I
enjoyed ginseng chicken in the
cold winter time.

Ginseng chicken kept me
warm and was tasty to me back
then. Yet all the pain those animals
suffered when I ate them came
back to me during that bowing
session. [ could sense that
clearly.

For instance, I yanked out
muscles of chicken breast when |
ate ginseng chicken and I felt the
pain during that bowing session
because my muscles were yanked
out (by an invisible force) the
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same way as | ate the ginseng
chicken. Anyways, | was glad
that they came to claim the debt |
owed them while I still had the
strength to bear the pain. It’s not
that all the animals I ate came to
me this time. Those are only part
of my karma. There are still
more to come. | would say that |
vow to repent the boundless
karma offenses I created in the
past. 1 would bow repentance
throughout the rest of my life. |
bow repentance on my own even
when there is no bowing session. [
bow the 10,000 Buddhas Jeweled
Repentance using the Buddha
Spoke of All Buddhas’ Names
Sutra. To me, everything is
about karma, I would like to
pay back while I can afford it.

I feel that it’s good for saving
the energy from bowing repentance
if we can talk less or even do not
talk at all.

repentance will create some kind of

Because bowing

energy which can be accumulated
when we keep our mouth shut
and our dharma wealth will be
accumulated as well. However,
when we talk, the energy will
disperse and our dharma wealth
will be decreased as a result.
Besides, our repentance will be
verified once we see the Buddha,
bright light, flowers, or smell the
fragrance of incense, according to
the sutra. When will we get the
verification of our repentance?
Most often during our bowing
and also at break time when we

quiet down. Unless we have to
use bathroom or have to do work
for the monastery, we better
keep quiet during break time.
Otherwise, we can miss the
opportunity when Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas come to verify our
repentance. It will be a shame on
our part.

Dharma Master is right
about not to have the thought. If
we have the thought (about the
verification of bowing repentance)
we will be distracted. My own
experience tells me that when I
suffered the pain during the
bowing session because a lot of
karmic creditors came to me, I
was glad to pay them back. And
the following year, when I attended
the bowing session again, I
thought to myself that I hope all
other karmic creditors would
come to me to claim the debt.
However, with that thought, they
didn’t come to me. So we better
use the concept of “the present
moment” while bowing. We
follow the cantor in chanting,
bowing, and reciting without
other thoughts.
other thoughts are distracting

Because all

and unnecessary.

25143 B 2008 &£ 3 B



2545 veus

GoLD SAGE MONASTERY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DHARMA ASSEMBLIES

BERTFDEE  (8:00aM ~ 9:00 AM )

3/9, 16, 30 :
The Shurangama Mantra Recitation
370 |REERBEZ (8:15am~ 400 pM)
Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation
BH £ YLOBATREERE (9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM)
3/9,16 :
Sunday Lecture on The Sutra of Golden Light
3730 |BEUAPT (8:00aM~3:00 M)
Lecture on The Shurangama Dharma Door
37122 TR ASEBEE (2:30 PM ~ 4:30 PM)
R ’ Lecture on The Earth Store Sutra
(Vietnamese) FERRATEERE (2:30 PM ~ 4:30 PM )
3/8,15
— Lecture on The Shurangama Sutra
&7\ E——.
Saturday unhvg 3/g |RETIGES (9:00 AM~10:20 AM)
(Chinese) Universal Door Chapter Recitation
{8/ \EEZE X Transmission of Eight Lay Precepts ( 7:00 AM )
3/15 ERREEMGEEEE (9:00 M~ 2:30 M)
DRBA Bay Area Dharma Lecture Circuit

= Hi%#h Buddhist Events in March, 2008 H Date ik
SRR G RS
Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday 3233 8 ‘Eﬁ 1 B2 3%,
REFHBEMSTHRTBAIES > HR3A0EXATHRE (CTTB)
Gold Sage Monastery will arrange bus tour for same-day travel.
K & 235 Elders’ Dharma Study Group 3/1 # < 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM oy '%,:
JE B S 3 K B2 9t 75 @ Celebration of Gwan Yin Bochisattva’s Birthday | 3/26 # =9:00 AM ~ 10:20 AM Gold Sage
X &4k 4 Great Compassion Repentance # A 1:00 pm Monastery
PUH B33%8) Buddhist Events in April, 2008 HI Date H¥E Place
Ak 315 7% 4 Dharma Assembly of Buddha Recitation 4/6 i B 8:15 AM ~ 4:00 PM
3R P &% 7% @ Universal Door Chapter Recitation 4/12 # 55 9:00 AM ~10:20 AM
: STy
& %4k ¥ Elders’ Dharma Study Group 4/12 # 7< 2:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM BT
- Gold Sage
A% & 48 38 )i (#3E) Lecture on The Shurangama Sutra (Vietnamese) 4/12, #7< 2:30 PM ~ 4:30 PM
Monastery

33554 Earth Store Recitation

4/13 # A 8:15 AM ~ 4:00 PM

K BB 754 Great Compassion Repentance

#A1pm
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DRBA Bay Area Dharma Lecture Circuit

2008% 3E[15F! B I+ FHfR Tf»?ffj
Saturday, March 15,2008 Gold Sage Monastery, San Jose

PGS R FV N S MO ) 1S L M R

Al ~ SRR e plifs —EM ii [T F5 pOaIRa o v sk e E}'E""?ﬁl}h CELR Y S A o

HE ] VG < BE ST HURRHE B — 20085 371 15F1 B0 fﬂf S ESE e ER
(fl > Eﬁ;ﬁ fl 1 F—Wﬁfs ) xu'ﬁi’?;’»f&ﬁ ) ﬁ%;iﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁ;l o)

7:00 am [EIARE b 'JTS'
9:00 am RS 1:00-2:30 pm Ffsﬂaﬂj (R s )
10:30 am T St 2:30 pm SmaE (1Y =3

The first three in a series of lectures at DRBA monasteries within driving distance of the Bay Area,
featuring a diverse group of DRBA Bhikshus and Bhikshunis sharing their experiences in cultivating
the Venerable Master Hua’s Dharma teachings. This Dharma Lecture Circuit facilitated by Rev. Heng
Sure aims to allow more DRBA monastics to create affinities with laypeople from the various DRBA
Bay Area branch monasteries. The text used for this year’s lectures is Venerable Master Hua’s Talks on
Dharma, Volume One. You may pick up a copy at any branch monastery or order it through
www.bttsonline.org.

Saturday, March 15, 2008 Gold Sage Monastery, San Jose

7:00 am Transmission of Eight Lay Precepts

9:00 am Dharma Lecture “The Great Compassion Mantra Can Dispel Calamities”
10:30 am Meal Offering and Vegetarian Lunch, including Dharma talks

1:00-2:30 pm Question & Answers on Your Cultivation / Meditation

2:30 pm Vietnamese Dharma Lecture (DM Chuan)

For more information or to register, call (408) 923-7243




